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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls the economic, social and environmental aspects of fisheries, aquaculture and 
maritime affairs; stresses their vital role in boosting the development of the blue 
economy and their contribution to developing and revitalising coastal areas;

2. Stresses that the EU budget for 2021 should include enough commitment and payment 
appropriations to meet the financing needs of the common fisheries policy, such as the 
achievement of MSY and the landing obligation, as well as the challenges that the 
sector is facing like Brexit and the generational renewal ; asserts that, for fisheries and 
aquaculture to continue to be viable in the long term, increased funding for these 
industries is needed, as well as for the protection and restoration of marine ecosystems ; 
believes that the budget and policies for these sectors should help them to contribute to 
the EU’s new goals, particularly those set out in the Green Deal, the new industrial 
strategy, the ‘Farm to Fork’ strategy and the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030; takes 
the view that maintaining the competitive position of the fisheries sector must go hand 
in hand with achieving these goals, any proposal must therefore be subject to an impact 
assessment for the fisheries sector;

3. Insists on the fact that the year 2021 will be a pivotal year to translate the objectives of 
the Green Deal in the fishing sector, that this fact alone would require a significant 
increase in the budget allocated to the EMFF for this year; recalls that the uncertainties 
related to the Covid-19 crisis also require increased funds ; Deplores, therefore, the lack 
of ambition of the Commission proposal and the Council's position on the 2021 budget 
allocated to the EMFF; calls on the Commission and the Council to take all these factors 
into account and to substantially increase their position;

2.

4. Stresses the importance of putting right the economic and social damage caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which has hit hard the entire fisheries and aquaculture sector, 
throughout the whole seafood supply chain, including processors, retailers, distributors.  
Considers that the serious health situation and its consequences call for a fresh ‘aid 
package’ to complement the previous ones and deploy new exceptional financial 
support to be made available immediately, given that the pandemic and its economic 
and social effects are not going away;

5. Recalls that at the peak of the confinement caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
fishing sector, in particular small-scale coastal fishing vessels, continued to operate 
maintaining the regular supply of local markets, guaranteeing Union citizens access to 
healthy marine food, particularly in isolated coastal areas and regions where supply 
chains were hampered by logistical constraints

6. Welcomes the action taken by Parliament and the Council to amend Regulations (EU) 
No 508/2014 and (EU) No 1379/2013 as regards specific measures to mitigate the 
economic and social impact of the COVID-19 outbreak in the fisheries and aquaculture 
sector; believes that the Commission must assess in real time how the health and 
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economic situations unfold and, if necessary, consider extending these measures beyond 
31 December 2020 if the pandemic continues; believes that the Commission needs to set 
up a system to monitor these measures to ensure proper and timely use of the funds and 
that there are no barriers to accessing them;

7. Welcomes the Commission’s prompt and ambitious response to the economic crisis, 
specifically the far-reaching economic recovery plan that it proposed on 27 May 2020; 
also welcomes the Commission’s proposal to increase the 2021-2027 budget for the 
European Maritime and Fisheries Fund, fisheries and aquaculture by EUR 530 million 
over its initial proposal; stresses, however, that this increase will still leave the budget 
below the amount called for by Parliament; deplores the European Council position of 
21 July 2020 reducing by EUR 32 million the EMFF budget initially proposed by the 
Commission for 2021-2027;

8. Deplores the worrying indications that the likelihood of there being no agreement 
between the European Union and the United Kingdom, including a fisheries agreement, 
by the end of the transition period, is increasing ; Underlines the need to financially 
support the EU fisheries sector to face the severe social and economic consequences in 
such scenario ; Takes note of the European Council's proposal to create a Brexit 
Adjustment Reserve to assist the Member States and sectors hardest hit by Brexit; 
Considers that a sufficient part of this fund should be earmarked for fisheries-related 
support; considers, however, that the creation of such a fund should in no way justify a 
reduction of the budget allocated to the EMFF;

9. Criticises the fact that the implementation rate for the 2014-2020 EMFF is still far too 
low – only 35% – six years after it was adopted; stresses that this poor rate is partly due 
to national and European red tape;

10. Calls on the Commission to provide Member States with all necessary assistance to 
make using the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) as simple and efficient 
as possible;

11. Stresses the importance of ensuring sufficient financial resources for the collection, 
management, use and exchange of data in the fisheries sector;

12. Stresses the need to increase investment in more selective fishing gear by increasing 
research and development as well as by financially supporting fishermen to invest in 
new selective fishing gear.

13. Stresses the need to maintain a sufficiently high level of funding for the small-scale 
coastal fisheries sector when planning the budget;

14. Stresses the importance of controls on fishing activities; believes that these controls 
must remain a priority in the financing of the common fisheries policy, especially since 
new rules to harmonise and improve the fisheries control system in the Union are 
expected to be approved soon;
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15. Reiterates that the European Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA) must be given additional 
funding and equipment to carry out its activities properly and to ensure that the EU 
meets its sustainable fishing goals; including digitization and adaptation to new 
technologies, as well as the investment and the development of the control and 
inspection techniques and the assistance to the Commission, the Member States and 
specific institutions, also taking into account the revision on the Fisheries Control 
Regulation now being negotiated;

16. Takes the view that the policy of reducing staff numbers at all EU agencies that has 
been pursued in recent years must be assessed; recalls that the budget implementation 
rate for the EFCA is more than 99%;

17. Stresses that the next EMFF should be used to further improve animal welfare standards 
in fisheries and aquaculture, following the EU citizens Special Eurobarometer 442 
report on Attitudes of Europeans towards Animal Welfare;

18. Stresses that generational renewal is one of the European fishing sector’s priorities; 
considers that Member States should draw on the EMFF and the European Structural 
Funds to finance measures that would allow for greater safety and more attractive 
working and living conditions on board fishing vessels, as well as the introduction of 
programmes specifically designed to help young people to take up careers in fisheries, 
to make the sector more diverse and to encourage people from under-represented 
groups, particularly women, to join the industry, highlights in this regard the importance 
of encouraging more involvement of women into the various professional categories 
and making women more visible in the activities they are currently carrying out;

19. Stresses the need to provide substantial support for disadvantaged coastal areas and 
European outermost regions.



PE654.071v02-00 6/7 AD\1214813EN.docx

EN

INFORMATION ON ADOPTION IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION

Date adopted 1.10.2020

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

23
0
5

Members present for the final vote Clara Aguilera, François-Xavier Bellamy, Izaskun Bilbao Barandica, 
Isabel Carvalhais, Rosanna Conte, Rosa D’Amato, Fredrick Federley, 
Giuseppe Ferrandino, João Ferreira, Søren Gade, Francisco Guerreiro, 
Niclas Herbst, France Jamet, Pierre Karleskind, Predrag Fred Matić, 
Francisco José Millán Mon, Cláudia Monteiro de Aguiar, Grace 
O’Sullivan, Manuel Pizarro, Caroline Roose, Bert-Jan Ruissen, Annie 
Schreijer-Pierik, Ruža Tomašić, Peter van Dalen, Theodoros Zagorakis

Substitutes present for the final vote Manuel Bompard, Nicolás González Casares, Valentino Grant



AD\1214813EN.docx 7/7 PE654.071v02-00

EN

FINAL VOTE BY ROLL CALL IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION

23 +

ECR Bert-Jan RUISSEN, Ruža TOMAŠIĆ

NI Rosa D'AMATO

PPE François-Xavier BELLAMY, Niclas HERBST, Francisco José  MILLÁN MON, 
Cláudia  MONTEIRO DE AGUIAR, Annie  SCHREIJER-PIERIK, Peter VAN 
DALEN, Theodoros ZAGORAKIS

RENEW Izaskun BILBAO, Fredrick FEDERLEY, Søren GADE, Pierre KARLESKIND

S&D Clara AGUILERA, Isabel CARVALHAIS, Giuseppe FERRANDINO, Nicolás 
GONZALEZ CASARES, Predrag Fred MATIĆ, Manuel PIZARRO

VERTS/ALE Francisco GUERREIRO, Grace O'SULLIVAN, Caroline ROOSE

0 -

5 0

GUE/NGL João FERREIRA, Manuel BOMPARD

ID Valentino GRANT, Rosanna CONTE, France JAMET

Key to symbols:
+ : in favour
- : against
0 : abstention


