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SUGGESTIONS
The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the committee
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:
1.

Stresses the economic interest of the agreement between the European Union and China
on geographical indications (GIs), given that agri-food exports from the EU to China
grew at a sustained rate between 2010 and 2019, particularly products usually protected
by GIs, such as wine and spirits; points out that this happened despite the well-known
counterfeiting problem on the Chinese market, for example, of wines;

2.

States, however, that the importance of the agreement goes beyond the volume of goods
exchanged between the EU and China; understands that, by signing this agreement,
China is taking an important step towards recognising the EU’s GI system; considers
that the EU’s strategy is rooted in monetising the prestige attached to some names,
regions and traditions when exporting GI-protected agri-food products around the world
and preventing these names from being ‘stolen’ by competitors;

3.

Points out that the agreement is of limited interest as far as fisheries and aquaculture
products are concerned; highlights that, of the 275 GIs from the EU covered by the
agreement, there is only one for an aquaculture product, Marennes Oléron oysters
(France), and only one for a fish product (Scottish farmed salmon); emphasises,
however, that this agreement should be strongly supported as it allows the inclusion and
recognition in the future of EU fisheries and aquaculture products;

4.

Recalls that the text of the agreement and the list of GIs were finalised before the
European treaties ceased to apply in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland (Brexit); recalls in this regard that there are eight products in total from the
United Kingdom in the preliminary agreed lists; urges the Commission to consult the
Member States and to replace these products with products from EU Member States as
soon as possible after the Brexit transition period ends;

5.

Welcomes China’s commitment to strengthening its legal framework for protecting the
GIs covered by this agreement; calls on China to make every effort to step up its legal
framework for tackling illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing by Chinese vessels
around the world and to enforce it more strictly;

6.

Points out that, taking into account the EU’s wide variety of GIs, the number of fish
products under the agreement is limited and further products, especially fisheries and
aquaculture products, should be included at later stages, when possible;

7.

Regrets the non-inclusion of more EU fisheries and aquaculture GIs in the list of
protected indications covered by this agreement, when there are several Chinese
fisheries and aquaculture products included in it; calls on the Commission to include in
the agreement fisheries and aquaculture GIs such as Mejillón de Galicia (a mussel from
Galicia, Spain), the first sea product to obtain an indication of this kind within the EU;

8.

Welcomes the provision that producers of protected GI products can apply directly to
the Joint Committee envisioned in this agreement if their product is not included in the
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initially agreed lists, and also if their product subsequently acquires protection after the
agreement enters into force; calls on current and potential stakeholders, including in the
EU fisheries and aquaculture sectors, to explore this provision;
9.

Stresses the need for the EU and China to work together to tackle and control ‘dumping’
and other practices that distort normal market rules and put the sustainability of EU
businesses and jobs at risk;

10.

Recalls nevertheless that the European Union has to be aware of the unacceptable
practices carried out by the Chinese fishing fleet: notes that China has the worst ranking
among the top five fishing nations in terms of global illegal, unreported and unregulated
(IUU) fishing; considers that China lacks transparency in the registration of vessels in
its fishing fleet around the globe and that it grants its companies substantial amounts of
subsidies, thus creating unfair competition for the EU fishing sector; considers that such
behaviour exerts an excessive level of pressure on resources and the environment; notes
that numerous cases of forced labour and wrongdoing towards fishermen on Chinese
vessels have been reported by different media;

11.

Urges both parties to this agreement to strengthen their cooperation and coordination
with regard to the protection and use of GIs at regional and/or global levels through the
corresponding organisations and fora.
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