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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on Regional Development, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Deplores the fact that the strategy makes virtually no mention of fisheries and 
aquaculture, even though these industries play a vital role along the whole Atlantic 
coastline, generate economic activity and jobs, play a part in shaping our coastal 
regions and tackle demographic decline; calls on the Commission to review the current 
text and adapt the proposed strategy to include both sectors, given the severe identified 
deficiencies and to include measures to tackle the impacts of the pandemic relating to 
changing consumer demands, market access, safety issues and transport in relation to 
border restrictions; stresses in this regard the importance of aligning the efforts of the 
Commission and the Member States to improve ocean health and stewardship and 
sustainable management of its resources;

2. Stresses that the only reference to fishing is to ‘fishing-for-litter actions’ and that, 
however important it is for fishers to take part in the clean-up of the oceans, it is 
imperative that the socioeconomic and environmental impacts of this sector be taken 
into account; stresses that fisheries, as the oldest activity of the blue economy, has an 
important role to play in the development of the circular economy and that fisheries 
must be taken into account with a view to promoting a strategy that ensures the 
continued sustainability of the fisheries sector by drawing on its strengths;

3. Stresses the fact that fishers play an important role in the clean-up of the oceans in 
their collection of marine litter; notes, however, that the issue must be tackled first and 
foremost on land and by reducing waste at its source;

4. Deplores the fact that the evaluation of the first Atlantic strategy ignored fisheries and 
aquaculture, although these sectors were included in the strategy;

5. Stresses the importance of cooperation between the Commission, Atlantic coastal 
states and agencies on protecting fish stocks, achieving maximum sustainable yield 
and ending overfishing;

6. Notes that the UK’s withdrawal from the EU will profoundly alter the way EU vessels 
conduct their activities in the Atlantic Ocean and long-standing dynamics in the 
region; stresses that the Brexit Adjustment Reserve could be an important tool in this 
transition; deplores the fact that the budget allocated to this reserve to cover losses 
caused by the UK's withdrawal in the fisheries sector is completely inadequate and the 
distribution criteria proposed by the Commission do not treat every part of the sector 
concerned equally;

7. Welcomes, in the context of the disruption caused by the UK’s withdrawal from the 
EU, the goal of fostering short-sea shipping links in the Atlantic to better integrate 
Ireland;

8. Calls on the Commission to make every effort to include the UK and its relevant 
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agencies in the implementation process of the Atlantic Maritime Strategy so as to 
build on the history of fruitful cooperation in this area;

9. Notes that, if the strategy is to be truly effective, the role of the regions and local 
authorities must be strengthened, in particular the outermost regions because they are 
home to a significant proportion of European biodiversity, but also because these 
regions are significantly dependent on blue economy for their social and economic 
sustainability;

10. Believes that the Atlantic Strategy should incorporate links with the Farm to Fork 
Strategy and the Biodiversity Strategy in order to guarantee synergy between these 
initiatives; notes that the fisheries and aquaculture sectors play a key role in providing 
healthy food with a reduced carbon foot print, and that the interconnection of the 
Atlantic Strategy with both strategies is essential; considers, in this respect, that the 
overall impact of these strategies on the Atlantic region must be analysed, from both 
an environmental and a social and economic point of view, to enable these strategies 
to foster a strong, prosperous and sustainable sector that is resistant to threats such as 
climate change;

11. Stresses that climate change is increasingly altering the distribution, productivity and 
species composition of the entire marine life chain and the generation complex; 
stresses that climate change has inter-related impacts on oceans, estuaries and sea 
grass beds that provide habitats and nursery areas for fish; notes that scientists have 
suggested that the most notable effect of climate change will be the poleward 
expansion of marine species; stresses that, in line with the 2015 Paris Climate 
Agreement , the 2.0 strategy should focus on the need for effective and progressive 
transatlantic responses to climate change, through mitigation and adaptation measures, 
particularly to tackle the novel challenges for fisheries management and supply chains;

12. Recalls that the fisheries sector plays a pivotal role in the economies on both sides of 
the Atlantic, which makes it fundamental to make joint progress on sustainable 
fisheries and trade policies that help combat illegal, unregulated and unreported 
fishing, level the playing field for operators and prevent market access to 
unsustainably-sourced seafood products;

13. Welcomes the reference in the Action Plan to the mapping and preservation of coastal 
wetlands as part of Goal 6 on achieving stronger coastal resilience; calls on the 
Commission to ensure that these areas have effective management plans;

14. Recalls, in that regard, that marine protected areas not only protect marine ecosystems 
but also play a role in climate mitigation and adaptation and contributing to healthy 
and resilient oceans; reiterates the call of the Commission, in its 2030 biodiversity 
strategy, to have at least 30 % of sea area in the EU protected, including through fish 
stock recovery areas as provided for under the common fisheries policy, and areas 
where the most destructive fishing techniques and economic activities are restricted; 
and a high level of protection for at least 10 % of EU waters;

15. Regrets the fact that the Action Plan 2.0 and its pillars make no mention of the 
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implementation of the ecosystem approach to marine management as required by the 
Marine Strategy Framework Directive and that it should apply to all activities that are 
part of the Blue Economy;

16. Stresses that the Atlantic coastline offers opportunities for other sectors with 
significant potential, such as renewable marine energy, research, shipbuilding, fishing 
tourism and gastronomic routes in coastal areas with high-quality products and short 
value chains; stresses the importance of cooperation among Atlantic coastal states on 
research and sustainable development in renewable energy; welcomes in this regard 
the environmental aspects of the strategy, including the creation of a network of green 
ports and the sustainable development of renewable energy;

17. Deplores the fact that no funding has been earmarked for the implementation of the 
strategy; takes the view that, once reviewed, it should have an appropriate budget;

18. Highlights the importance of effective maritime spatial planning and inclusive 
community engagement in the development of the blue economy, the protection of the 
marine environment and in the industrial development new sectors at sea; stresses that 
the expansion of activities must be compatible with the precautionary principle and the 
need for socio-economic impact assessments, particularly on traditional activities such 
as fishing.
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