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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Takes note of the report of the Court of Auditors (the ‘Court’) on the annual accounts of 
the European Fisheries Control Agency (the ‘Agency’) for the financial year 2020, the 
Agency’s 2020 annual activity report and the analysis and assessment of that report by 
the Agency’s Administrative Board;

2. Expresses its satisfaction with the Court’s statement that the transactions underlying the 
Agency’s annual accounts for the financial year 2020 are legal and regular;

3. Notes that the Agency received a EUR 16,9 million contribution under the general 
budget of the Union in 2020, representing an increase of 1,2 % in respect of 2019; 
points out that both the Agency’s annual budget and its total number of staff are among 
the lowest amongst Union agencies;

4. Acknowledges that the financial year 2020 was dominated by the COVID-19 pandemic; 
notes that that crisis has had a strong impact on the implementation rate of the Agency’s 
programmed work, which dropped from 99 % in 2019 to 90 % in 2020; emphasises, 
however, that in spite of the circumstances the Agency managed to implement its 
budget at a rate of 97,3 % for commitments and 81,2 % for payments;

5. Recalls the importance of fisheries control in achieving the objectives of the common 
fisheries policy (CFP); acknowledges the Agency’s vital contribution to implementing 
those objectives; stresses that it is the Member States that are primarily responsible for 
the control of fishing activities, while the Agency’s tasks are supportive in nature; 
stresses that the revision of the Regulation governing fisheries control will increase the 
Agency’s supportive workload; emphasises the incoherence of seeking to tackle 
growing obligations without sufficient resources to do so; stresses, therefore, that the 
financial and human resources available to the Agency need to be sufficient in the 
coming years;

6. Notes that, in 2020 ,the Agency coordinated 38 452 fishing vessel inspections, which 
led to the detection of 1 682 suspected infringements, an increase, respectively, of 18,75 
% and 44,25 % on the 2019 figures; believes that those figures show that inspections 
and follow-up activities remain a key tool for ensuring that the rules of the CFP are 
observed; notes, however, that that increase conceals disparities between areas, with an 
increase in Western Waters (+27 %) and in the Mediterranean Sea (+141 %) and a 
decrease in the Baltic Sea (-20 %), the North Sea (-49 %), the Black Sea (-11%) and 
NAFO-NEAFC (-36%); invites the Agency to provide more detailed information on the 
reasons for those changes; points out that inspections and other follow-up activities play 
a key role not only in the proper management of fish stocks but also in ensuring a level 
playing field for Union fishers;

7. Welcomes the fact that, since 2017, the tripartite working arrangement between the 
Agency, the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) and the European Border and 
Coast Guard Agency (Frontex) has functioned well; notes that the Agency assumed the 
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chairmanship of that tripartite working arrangement in May 2020 ; considers the 
arrangement an example of synergy between Union agencies that should inspire 
agencies in other areas; calls on the Agency to continue its efforts in that regard and 
considers it appropriate also to increase the cooperation between the Agency and the 
European Environment Agency;

8. Highlights the assistance provided by the Agency to the Commission with regard to 
cooperation with third countries and the Agency's crucial role in securing a level 
playing field with all coastal states; stresses, in that regard, the need to increase the 
resources allocated to the Agency with a view to making it possible to handle the 
increased workload caused by the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the Union 
and any potential consequences of the new relationship for the fisheries control 
framework;

9. Notes that during most of the financial year the establishment plan was fully filled, with 
60 temporary agents appointed out of 61 temporary agents authorised under the Union 
budget on 31 December 2020;

10. Takes note of the Agency’s policy of promoting equal treatment of staff and of its goal 
of gender equality in terms both of numbers and of grades and responsibility levels; 
strongly deplores the fact that women account for only 30 % of staff employed at grade 
AD 8 or higher; welcomes the recent nomination of Susan Steele as the new executive 
director of the Agency; notes however that her nomination does not enable parity to be 
attained at management level, since all head of unit positions are held by men; calls on 
the Agency to step up its efforts with regard to its gender parity policy with a view to 
making progress towards parity at management level as well;

11. Welcomes the publication of information on relevant executive director and staff 
meetings with organisations or self-employed individuals engaged in Union policy-
making and policy implementation on its website, following the 2019 discharge report; 
calls on the Agency to regularly update the page so as to ensure full transparency and 
trust in the Agency's activity;

12. Proposes that discharge be granted to the Executive Director of the Agency in respect of 
the implementation of the Agency’s budget for the financial year 2020.
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