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Subject: Opinion on a New Industrial Strategy for Europe (2020/2076(INI))

Dear Mr Chair,

Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on Fisheries has been asked to submit 
an opinion to your committee. At its meeting of 12 June 2020, the committee decided to send 
the opinion in the form of a letter.

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution.

Yours sincerely,

Pierre Karleskind
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SUGGESTIONS

A. whereas the new industrial strategy for Europe, published by the Commission on 10 
March 2020 (COM(2020)0102), aims to set an ambitious European regulatory 
framework to fully unleash the potential of European industry in order to achieve the 
EU’s ecological and digital transition while fostering its international competitiveness;

B. whereas the fisheries and aquaculture sectors and their entire value chains are composed 
of numerous SMEs and support thousands of jobs, making them an integral part of 
European industry which must consequently contribute to and benefit from the digital 
and ecological transition;

C. whereas in its resolution of 16 January 2018 on international ocean governance: an 
agenda for the future of our oceans in the context of the 2030 SDGs1, Parliament called 
for a moratorium on deep-sea mining activities;

D. whereas the COVID-19 crisis has had a major impact on the fisheries and aquaculture 
sectors and on all related industries, from the fish trade to distribution and processing; 
whereas many fishers, fish farmers, processors, retailers and distributors have been 
forced to reduce or suspend their activities for public health reasons but also because of 
a sharp fall in demand for seafood and aquaculture products, especially due to the 
collapse of food service channels (HORECA); whereas this has had an impact on the 
entire fisheries industry, not only owing to the lack of raw materials but also because 
the industry has had to rapidly adapt its production methods to new sanitary measures in 
order to be able to maintain its activity and to provide basic goods for the population at 
such a critical time, and whereas producers and processors have been forced to identify 
new suppliers and find alternative market outlets;

1. Considers that the fisheries and aquaculture sectors, their entire value chains and any 
other sectors linked to them must be included in the new industrial strategy for Europe 
in order to ensure that they contribute to and benefit from the ecological and digital 
transitions, taking account of the specific characteristics of these sectors, and in order to 
improve their competitiveness and economic stability; stresses the key role of the 
fisheries and aquaculture sectors in securing the Union’s industrial and food autonomy;

2. Calls for a new industrial strategy for Europe that contributes to the ecological and 
digital transition of the fisheries and aquaculture sectors and other industries related to 
the fisheries and aquaculture ecosystems, and that reduces their ecological footprint and 
their impact on biodiversity;

3. Calls on the Commission to include the fisheries and aquaculture sectors, including 
distribution and processing, in the Union’s recovery plan, which must be implemented 
together with the introduction of ambitious industrial, environmental and digital 
policies; recalls the importance of the fisheries and aquaculture sectors in terms of jobs, 
including highly qualified jobs, and income for many coastal areas and communities;

1 OJ C 458, 19.12.2018, p. 9.
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Ecological transition

4. Stresses the importance of giving the maritime sectors, and in particular fisheries, a 
significant role in the ecological transition by ensuring consistency between the Union’s 
maritime and fisheries policies and the European Green Deal’s objective of climate 
neutrality by 2050; calls on the Commission to set up an action plan for the 
decarbonisation of the maritime sectors that includes the fisheries sector, following an 
impact assessment; considers that the upgrading of ships to address contemporary 
challenges, and in particular to meet decarbonisation targets, will contribute to the 
creation of many new jobs; stresses the importance of effectively training shipyard 
employees to this end;

5. Calls for all stakeholders in the fisheries and aquaculture sectors to be involved in the 
European Clean Hydrogen Alliance as part of the hydrogen strategy presented by the 
Commissioner for Internal Market, Thierry Breton, on 9 July 2020;

6. Calls for an international moratorium on all deep-sea mining activities, as well as a 
prohibition of oil or gas exploration or drilling in or near Marine Protected Areas 
(MPAs) and coastal areas, as requested in Parliament’s resolution of 16 January 2018, 
in order to protect the ocean’s ecosystems, fish populations and the future of the EU’s 
fisheries sector;

7. Stresses that the involvement of existing stakeholders such as fishers and fish farmers is 
a prerequisite for the implementation of an ambitious strategy for offshore renewable 
energies; recalls that consultations with the maritime and fisheries sectors and coastal 
communities on the sharing of maritime space are essential to the success of any such 
strategy; supports, under these conditions, the Commission’s initiative to set up a 
strategy for offshore renewable energies;

8. Stresses that the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) is ideally suited to 
supporting the ecological transition and that these sectors must receive adequate 
financial support to help them successfully achieve this transition;

Digital transition and innovation

9. Stresses the need to include the fisheries and aquaculture sectors in the digital transition; 
considers that the digital transition of these sectors will improve their competitiveness, 
resilience and sustainability and will enable the production of new data while 
facilitating data collection and access, as well as improving understanding of aquatic 
environments and marine biodiversity and knowledge of their evolution in real time;

10. Emphasises that a successful digital transition of the fisheries and aquaculture sectors 
will contribute to the improved functioning of the seafood market by better matching 
supply and demand and by optimising the supply chain in a sector marked by a stark 
geographical fragmentation of sources of supply;

11. Considers that the digitalisation of the fisheries and aquaculture sectors will make the 
control and traceability systems for fishery and aquaculture products more effective, 
will enhance the value of these products, will foster consumer trust and will contribute 
to the fight against illegal, unreported and undeclared (IUU) fishing; calls for the 
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inclusion in the farm to fork strategy of a section dedicated to enhancing the value of 
fisheries and aquaculture products in order to support these sectors in the ecological and 
digital transition;

12. Considers that innovation must play an essential role in achieving the threefold 
objective of ecological transition, digital transition and global competitiveness for the 
fisheries and aquaculture sectors, and must in particular encourage the development of 
new, more selective and more ecological fishing techniques and equipment; stresses the 
importance of innovation and scientific research in these sectors with a view to 
achieving the sustainability objective of the common fisheries policy; considers that a 
proactive policy of training, funding and international partnerships to develop research 
for the exploitation of the sea is essential to the fostering of innovation in this sector;

13. Recalls that new technologies, data, space services and the potential of artificial 
intelligence can be used in the field of fisheries to support the ecological transition; 
stresses that these technologies make it possible to collect data which is very useful for 
fisheries control, management of marine resources and monitoring of marine litter;

14. Stresses that the digital transition of the fisheries and aquaculture sectors must be 
accompanied by adequate financial and technical support;

Trade policy

15. Stresses the importance of ensuring fair competition in international trade, in particular 
as regards fishery and aquaculture products; recalls that negotiations within the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) are under way with a view to eliminating harmful subsidies 
that contribute to IUU fishing, overfishing and overcapacity; underlines that the Union 
fleet complies with the highest social and environmental standards in the world; calls on 
the Commission to do its utmost to reach an ambitious agreement in line with the 
Sustainable Development Goals within the WTO as soon as possible;

16. Calls on the Commission to ensure greater consistency and coherence between the EU’s 
trade and fisheries policies, in particular as regards the application of the sustainable 
development chapter of the new generation of trade agreements, which obliges the 
parties to collaborate actively in the fight against IUU fishing; supports the initiative to 
establish the new position of trade agreement compliance officer responsible for 
ensuring compliance with and monitoring of all the provisions of trade agreements;

17. Urges the Commission to carefully assess the impact of free trade agreements on the EU 
fisheries and aquaculture sectors as well as on the EU processing industry and coastal 
communities; calls on the Commission to include fishery and aquaculture products on 
the list of ‘sensitive products’ during trade negotiations with third countries;

State aid and financing

18. Stresses the need to revise the European rules on State aid, in particular as regards the 
amount of the de minimis aid ceiling for fisheries and aquaculture, so that it corresponds 
to the amount of the de minimis aid ceiling granted to other sectors; believes that 
increasing the de minimis aid ceiling for these products will help to fully unlock the 
investment potential of the fisheries and aquaculture sectors in the ecological and digital 
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transition and in innovation;

19. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to support appropriate funding for the 
fisheries and aquaculture sectors in order to support them in these ecological and digital 
transitions, in particular through the revised sustainable financing strategy; recalls that 
Parliament has called for a substantial increase in the EMFF for the 2021-2027 
multiannual financial framework.


