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Introduction

A delegation of the European Parliament's Committee on Fisheries visited Sicily from 23 to 25 
May 2022. The delegation was composed of Pierre Karleskind, Chair of the PECH Committee 
(Renew Europe), Peter van Dalen, first1st Vice Chair (EPP), Pietro Bartolo (S&D), Rosa 
D’Amato (Greens/EFA) and Rosanna Conte (ID). The programme was organised by the PECH 
Secretariat. 

The purpose of the mission was to gain a first-hand experience of the Fisheries sector at the 
Central Mediterranean and the relationships with neighbour third countries in North Africa. It 
was relevant a first meeting with regional and local authorities in Mazara del Vallo and a 
meeting with local fishers. In the context of the reform of the Regulation of fisheries control, It 
was relevant the meeting with the Coast Guard and the visit to its premises at the Mazara del 
Vallo’s port. Several roundtables were held with the main representatives of the Italian fisheries 
sector and with the representatives of the trade Unions on the main issues for the Sicilian fishing 
sector and the district of Mazara. The delegation visit of the “Porto Canale” - inland channel 
port of Mazara del Vallo - and held a meeting with the Tunisian fishing community. The last 
activity was a visit to the Institute for the Study of Anthropogenic Impacts and Sustainability 
in the Marine Environment of the CNR (IAS-CNR), located at an ancient “Tonnara”.

Administrative background

Sicily is the largest region of Italy (25 711 km2) with a population of just five million 
inhabitants (4 969 147), divided into nine provinces. Sicily's capital city is Palermo.
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Sicily is an autonomous region with a special status (Regione a statuto speciale), meaning wide 
political, administrative and financial powers, involving exclusive competences such as 
fisheries, agriculture, forestry, tourism, culture, among others.

The President of the Region is elected directly by the citizens for a five-year term assisted in 
the executive power with the Regional Government (Giunta regionale) composed of twelve 
ministers (Assessori). Legislative power is exercised by the Sicilian Regional Assembly 
(Assemblea regionale siciliana), composed of 70 members elected for 5 years. 

Physical background

The seafloor around Sicily has a varied bathymetry. To the east, the Ionian Sea has a very 
narrow continental shelf falling sharply along the Malta escarpment to the Ionian abyssal plain 
at ca 3 500 m depth. To the north, the narrow Tyrrhenian Sea shelf slopes down gradually to a 
series of distinct flat basins, with a maximum depth of 3 785 m. To the south-west, the Strait of 
Sicily corresponds to the shallow Sicilian-Tunisian Platform up to 600 m deep which separates 
the Eastern and Western Mediterranean basins. The central part of the platform is incised by a 
succession of fault-bounded, NW-SE oriented troughs more than 1 300 m deep. These troughs 
have a major significance in the Mediterranean oceanography, as they constitute the gateway 
for deep saline water flowing westward from the Eastern basin, while less dense surface water 
travels in the opposite direction.
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Jurisdictional waters at Central Mediterranean Sea

Most of issues on jurisdictional waters at the Mediterranean Sea are concentrated around Sicily. 
Libya’s claims on the Gulf of Sidra (Great Sirte) is the greater source of jurisdictional disputes 
in the area, with Malta, Tunisia and Italy.

In addition, there were other disputes, as the Mammellone dispute between Italy and Tunisia 
on historic fishing rights. Starting in 1951, the dispute was concluded in 1988 when the Italian 
and Tunisian navies signed a cooperation agreement to patrol these waters and thus avoid 
disputes. In 1951, Tunisia demanded an exclusive fishing area marked out by the 50m isobath, 
which is a unique case in international fisheries relations. Given the shallow waters in the 
region, the limit of Tunisia’s exclusive area is 75 nautical miles from the Tunisian coast and 
only 15 nautical miles from the Italian island of Lampedusa. After fishing agreements in 1963, 
1971 and 1976, Italy declared Mammellone a repopulation area and prohibited fishing in 1979. 
There has been no delimitation agreement, but a bilateral agreement on sharing the 
continental shelf in 1971. This area is relevant for resource protection. A Specially Protected 
Area of Mediterranean Importance could be created, as anticipated in the 1955 Protocol.
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Another dispute involving Italy was the Sicilian Channel dispute between Italy and Malta 
on continental shelf. Malta made an initial proposal to delimit the continental shelf with Italy 
in 1965, with the aim of undertaking oil prospecting. In 1970, Italy stated its interest in reaching 
an agreement, accepting the principle of equidistance proposed by Malta. This agreement is 
considered a provisional agreement, awaiting the final version. Malta proceeded to define two 
areas for prospecting. Jurists present this partial and provisional agreement as an unusual case 
that establishes a modus vivendi in which both states have come to an agreement without the 
need for a formal document.

The delimitation affects the seabed to a depth of 200 m. Malta has secured exemption from UE 
regulations, allowing it to maintain a fishing conservation area of 25 nautical miles. In this area, 
Malta’s Accession Treaty limits coastal fishing to vessels that are less than 12 metres long, 
except for a limited number of larger vessels that do specific types of fishing.

The Gulf of Sidra dispute (Great Sirte) is threefold: the Strait of Sicily dispute between 
Malta and Libya, the Gulf of Gabes dispute between Tunisia and Libya and the Gulf of 
Sidra dispute between Libya and Italy, the three disputes on continental shelf. Nevertheless, 
there are differences between the three disputes. The Gulf of Gabes dispute between Tunisia 
and Libya is not linked to the fisheries resources, but to the economic interest in the mineral 
resources of the shelf. The International Court of Justice in 1982 rejected the arguments of both 
parties and constructed a boundary line between the two made up of two segments. The Strait 
of Sicily dispute between Malta and Libya. On 1976, both countries agreed to the arbitration 
of the International Court of Justice. On the basis of the North Sea precedent, the Court 
established that principles of fairness had to be applied. The procedure followed was to first 
establish an equidistant line and then qualify it, with a 67 n.m. extension. This ruling was the 
first passed after the approval of UNCLOS.

Even if the Gulf of Sidra dispute between Libya and Italy is another outcome of the global 
Libyan strategy on jurisdictional waters, there are some differences. This dispute is really 
focused on fisheries, it is not settled yet, and there have been serious incidents. The waters 
claimed by Libya are of high fishing value, particularly tuna, and this has already led to 
disputes, and even conflict Libya and Italy. The delimitation of the continental shelf between 
Libya and Italy is dependent, on the one hand, on the outcome of the delimitation of the 
continental shelf between Italy and Malta and, on the other, on the fact that Libya has chosen 
to declare the Gulf of Sidra an historic bay. This means that, in 2005, Libya declared a fisheries 
protection zone measured from the straight baseline that closes off the Gulf of Sidra, enabling 
Libya to prohibit all fishing activity on the part of anyone without authorisation, meaning that 
the rest of its maritime spaces are moved northwards. This move was announced in 1973.

There has been no delimitation agreement. Some States have expressed their reservations to 
this claim. The reasons for these reservations were either geopolitical as in the case of the US, 
the UK, and Israel, or due to the fact that some of the countries such as Malta, Tunisia and 
Italy have a coast bordering the Mediterranean Sea close to Libya. Similar reservations were 
made by the US and the UK when Italy asserted a claim over the Gulf of Taranto.
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Summary report of meetings and visits

 Meeting with regional and local authorities

Mr. Antonino Scilla, Regional Minister (Assessore regionale) of agriculture, rural 
development and fisheries and Mr. Salvatore Quinci, Major of Mazara del Vallo, welcomed 
the EP delegation and described the fisheries sector at regional and local level.

Mr. Quinci described Mazara  del Vallo as 
a town at the edge of the UE whose 
economy is   focused on fisheries. Because 
of their historical interest in fisheries, it is 
twined with Mahdia in Tunisis. With 50 
000 inhabitants, fisheries generates about 
200 million euro.

In twenty years Mazara’s fleet reduced to a 
half and trawler is at risk. Mr. Quinci 
pointed out the regulation of fishing effort 
and catch limits as the main issues on 
fisheries management. He asked for a 
higher level of co-management and higher level of protection of shrimp’s habitats. He 
highlighted the need for an improvement on international relations, taking into account the last 
actions of Libya on three vessels.

Mr. Quinci highlighted the need for a fleet and engine modernisation without increasing catches 
or the pressure on the environment. He pointed out the need of improving the EAMFF 
management and an increase in the budget availability.

He made a reference to the Directive on the energy taxation and he showed his opposition to 
the reduction of fuel subsidies.

Mr. Scilla described fisheries and linked activities as one of the most relevant sectors in the 
Sicilian economy. The most relevant segments are artisanal fisheries, longline for tuna and 
swordfish and trawl.

He pointed out the need for adapt vessels to the specific conditions at the Sicily Channel and 
the need for harmonisation on technical measures in the North and the South of the 
Mediterranean basin. As an example, he stated that while in Italy the mesh size is 50 mm, in 
the Maghreb is 20mm.
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With regard to the dispute with Libya, he 
stated that the Libyan authorities actions 
are inacceptable. He reminded that the 
Commission is in charge for the 
agreements with thir countries and that he 
asked for a meeting with the Commissioner 
in Brussels.

He considered inacceptable the limitation 
of fishing days, stating that a business 
cannot work only one third of the year. He 
considered as well, inacceptable the fines related to bluefin tuna, even more for older fishers.

The Chair, Mr Karleskind answered the 
greetings evoking the similarities between 
Brittany and Sicily, as far as both regions 
are at the edge of the European Union as 
well as between red shrimp and red lobster 
with regard to management and co-
management.

He highlighted the need for a long term 
sight with regard to a number of issues, as 
the energetic transition as fuel taxation, the 
vessel’s adaptation or the EMFAF.

With regard to the fisheries control system, he remembered that Italy has the record of sanctions 
for infringements. In addition, with regard to the security on vessels, he remembered that 
signatures are missing from The Cape Convention.

 Working dinner with local authorities and 
representatives of the fishing sector

EP delegation held a working dinner with local authorities and 
representatives of the fishing sector. Among them there were 
Salvatore Quinci (Mayor of Mazara del Vallo), Antonino 
Scilla (Regional Councillor for Fisheries), Antonino Carlino 
(President of the Fisheries District of Mazara del Vallo), 
Gianpaolo Buonfiglio (President of MEDAC), Mario Dogliani 
(President SDG4MED).

Several topics on the situation of fisheries in Sicily were 
discussed at this working dinner.
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 Visit of the Port of Mazara del Vallo

On Tuesday, 24 May 2022, the EP delegation visit the main fishing and commercial 
infrastructure of the port of Mazara del 
Vallo, Italy’s largest fishing port, 
complemented by discussions with 
responsible authorities on the main 
problems concerning the fishing sector.

Participants had the opportunity to visit and 
check the functioning of the ecological 
islands. There are energy self-sufficient, 
automatized and CCTV surveyed containers 
to allow fishers to recycle  plastic waste, 
and, in particular, fishing gears after 
identification with a magnetic card. There 
are two of those ecological islands, one installed and functioning at the main port and the other 
is to be moved to Porto Canale, for the use of the small scale fishing fleets.

 Meeting with local fishers

Participants had the opportunity to meet, 
inter alia, Pietro Marrone, owner of the 
"Medinea", a   boat seized by the Libyan 
militias of General Haftar in 2020 including 
the members of the boats who were seized 
and kept in a Libyan prison for more than 
three months.

A discussion on the jurisdictional issues on 
the Libya-Italy dispute. The conditions of 
the prison and the actions of the Italian 
Government and the families of fishers were 
described as well.

 Meeting with the Coast Guard

The EP delegation visited the premises 
of the local Coast Guard at the port. 
The visit was conducted by Mr. Enrico 
Arena, Head of the Coast Guard of 
Mazara del Vallo, Mr. Biagio 
Semeraro, Responsible for monitoring 
of the appropriate measures of fishing 
activities and Ms. Carla Picardi, 
Search and Rescue Coordinator and 
responsible for Vessel Monitoring 
System for the effective monitoring of fishing activities.
Coast Guard made a presentation on its structure, its activity and the main issues at stake in the 
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field of Fisheries Control, fight against IUU 
fishing and relationship with North African 
Countries. In particular, the distribution of 
competences between the Guardia Costiera and 
the Guardia di Finanze were described. The 
Coast Guard has three sections: maritime staff, 
maritime activities, and the litigious section, 
linked, in particular, with sanctions. The 
activity of the Coast Guard is coordinated by 
the National Centre for the control of fishing. 
Some relevant features in the activity of the Coast Guard are:

 A radio-localisation system for vessels below 12 meters,
 A link with the Agriculture Information System for catch and landing declarations,
 A centre for the control of fishing zones,
 A sanction system for the professional fishing and
 Restrictions to the access to the EMFAF in case of infringements.

Most of the Coast Guard activities focus on 
the definitive and temporal stop of fishing 
activities,   as well as the spatial restrictions 
for fishing. Coast Guard pointed out the 
restrictive regulations, the subdivisions of 
the Mediterranean Sea in GSA and the 
increasing number oftemporal stops as 
critical issues.

The presentation was followed by a 
questions and answers session. In addition, 
the delegation visited the Coast Guard 
premises. Participants could see the functioning of the different systems and resources available 
for the Coast Guard.

 Roundtable with the main representatives of the Italian fisheries sector on the 
main issues for the Sicilian fishing sector and the district of Mazara

In the afternoon two roundtables took place. The first one, with the participation of  Salvatore 
Quinci (Mayor of Mazara Del Vallo), Gianpaolo Buonfiglio (President of the Italian Alliance 
of Fishing Cooperatives), Francesca Biondo (Director of the Italian Association of Fishing 
Industries), Gennaro Scognamiglio (President of UNCI Agroalimentare) and Tonino Giardini 
(President of Coldiretti Imprese Pesca).

The first roundtable focused on fisheries 
management regulation, in particular, 
stock management measures adopted 
through the Westmed Regulation, as well 
as GFCM recommendations and role of the 
EP. Other topics were the raising of fuel 
prices and consequences of the Russian 
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aggression, the future of the fisheries sector in the blue economy and the space for fisheries in 
the maritime spatial planning.

Mr. Buonfiglio (President of the Italian Alliance of Fishing Cooperatives) focused on a series 
of different topics: fuel taxes, de minimis subsidies or emergency aid. He stated that the 
Commission put all the weight of the emergency on the shoulders of Member States, and that 
it would be necessary to use the available funds of the last EMFF last programs.

With regard to fisheries management, he highlighted the consequences of the fishing days limit. 
He stated that compensations would be needed, but the Commission is opposed. He added that 
with the multiannual plan, an 20% additional reduction on fishing days would be applied within 
two years. He pointed out, as well, the risk of the introduction of quotas at the Mediterranean 
Sea or for additional spatial or temporal restrictions. He stated that the Commission announced 
the prohibition of trawl in protected areas disregarding of the degree of protection.

He opposed to the elimination of EMFAF funds in case of infringements. Finally, he stated that 
if all the management measures adopted do not work it could be because they are misleading 
or because others factors are affecting the stocks. 

Mr. Giardini (President of Coldiretti Imprese Pesca) showed his support to the statements 
made by Mr Buonfiglio. In particular, he highlighted the issues linked to the fuel price and fuel 
taxes. He pointed out, as well, some problems for coastal fisheries, as the geographical 
restrictions, the windmills impact, the need for ports dredging, the need for additional 
possibilities for the red shrimp fisheries or the need for EMFAF improvement. Finally, he 
described the competition between 12 000 professional fishers and 300 000 non-professional.

Ms. Biondo (Director of the Italian Association of Fishing Industries) pointed out some needs 
of the fisheries industry, as the improvement of safety conditions or the reduction of emissions 
with insufficient support from the EMFAF. There is a need for more and more modern vessels, 
needing for investments, but a new approach for the fisheries management do not take-off, 
hindering long-term perspectives.

Mr. Scognamiglio (President of UNCI Agroalimentare) stated that fisheries industries are not 
considered as real business. He denounced the lack of level playing field with regard to the 
Maghreb countries and the increasing competition from third countries products.
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 Roundtable with the representatives of the trade Unions on the main issues for 
the Sicilian fishing sector and the district of Mazara

The second table, with the participation of   Antonino Russo (FLAI - CGIL), Fabrizio de Pascale 
(UILA Pesca), Albert Kulbert Taub (FAI CISL) and Carla Ciocci (UGL Agroalimentare), was 
devoted to topics as ageing of the fleet, safety on board and insufficient social safety nets, issues 
relating to the impossibility of modernising the fleet due to limitations on engine tonnage and 
power, poor consideration of the specificities of the Sicilian fishing sector, the lack of 
attractiveness of the sector and poor generational renewal.

Mr. de Pascale (UILA Pesca) stated that “the EU is criminalising fishers, DG MARE imposed 
the new Regulation to CGFM” and this led to the reduction in fishing time.

Ms. Ciocci (UGL Agroalimentare) expressed her concerns about the generational renewal due 
to the lack of stability on the income. She pointed out that the current EMFAF schemes are 
leading to the scrapping of more performant vessels to build smaller vessels.

Mr. Kulbert Taub (FAI CISL) focused on the need for co-management in fisheries.

Mr. Russo (FLAI - CGIL) highlighted the need to better coordinate the different EU structural 
funds in order to optimise their efficiency.

    Visit of the “Porto Canale” - inland channel port of Mazara del Vallo

The “Porto Canale” is an inland channel port used 
to host boats dedicated to small-scale artisanal 
fishing. Participants had the opportunity to 
observe the organization of this segment of the 
Mazara fleet and to meet local representatives of 
the Artisanal Fishing Management Consortium 
(Cogepa) to discuss the main issues concerning 
this segment of the fleet, as the need of dredging 
of Porto Canale.

 Visit of Mazara’s historic centre and meeting with the Tunisian fishing 
community, as an example of successful integration due to fisheries

Mazara del Vallo hosts the most significant 
Tunisian community in Italy, about 3 000 
Tunisians, a community that still dates back to the 
Arab domination of 827, starting from the 1960s 
when the Tunisians "returned" to Mazara, 
migrating there to work in the fishing sector. 

Even today, the Tunisian community has a large 
number of seafaring employees, who in effect 
constitute a backbone of the major Italian fisheries sector. Participants had the opportunity to 
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visit the "casbah", the Tunisian quarter and to meet with a representation of Tunisian fishers on 
the themes of fishing and integration.

 Visit of the Institute for the Study of Anthropogenic Impacts and Sustainability 
in the Marine Environment of the CNR (IAS-CNR) at an ancient “Tonnara” 

Participants were guided through the facilities 
of this centre of excellence in oceanographic 
research located in an ancient “Tonnara” (tuna 
processing premises) at Capo Granitola. 

The Vice-Mayor of Campobello di Mazara del 
Vallo Antonella Moceri gave a short welcome 
speech. The visit and the following round table 
counted with the participation of Giorgio 
Tranchida (Director of the Centre), Salvatore 
Livreri (Director of the Marine Protected Area 
of Egadi Islands), Sergio Vitale (Director of the 
Research Centre CNR - IRBIM) and Marco 
Costantini (Regional Manager for the Mediterranean of WWF).

Along the visit, participants had the opportunity to see the functioning of the Centre and its 
different units: bio-chemical, acoustic monitoring in marine environment, molecular biology 
and ecology, biological oceanography, testing and the exhibition for public scientific 
dissemination. This centre holds cooperation relationships with the scientific communities of 
some neighbour countries in the Mediterranean basin.

The visisit was followed by a round table, whose 
main topics were anthropogenic impacts on  the 
marine environment, effects of climate change 
and of anthropogenic noise on marine 
environment and the role of fisheries (and Small 
Scale Fisheries in particular) in the protection 

*   *   *
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ANNEX I - Final programme

Mission of the Committee on Fisheries to Mazara del Vallo, Sicily

FINAL PROGRAMME

23-25 May 2022
17/05/2022

Monday 23 May 2022

Travel Day

15:00-16:15

ARRIVAL in PALERMO (PMO) Airport
Departure from Rome (ITA Airways): FCO 13.15 - 14.25 PMO
Departure from Milan (ITA Airways): LIN 11.15 - 13.30 PMO

Shuttle transfer from Palermo airport to hotel in Mazara del Vallo

Accommodation:
HOTEL VISIR RESORT, Via del Mare 211, 91026 Mazara del Vallo

16:15  

17:30-18:00

18:00 - 20:00

Arrival at hotel and check in

Meeting in hotel lobby and transfer to Mazara del Vallo town hall

Welcome and meeting with local authorities

Location: Mazara del Vallo Town Hall 

Welcome by the Mayor of Mazara, Salvatore Quinci, and Antonino Scilla 
(Regional Councillor for Fisheries).

Presentations of historical, economic and social dimension of the port of 
Mazara as well as its importance for the Sicilian and Italian fishing industry. 
A press opportunity is likely to follow.

20:30-22:30 Working dinner with local authorities and representatives of the fishing 
sector 
Location: Ristorante La Vela - Lungo Mare Mazzini, 11, Mazara Del Vallo

Guests: Salvatore Quinci (Mayor of Mazara del Vallo), Antonino Scilla 
(Regional Councillor for Fisheries), Antonino Carlino (President of the 
Fisheries District of Mazara del Vallo), Gianpaolo Buonfiglio (President of 
MEDAC), Mario Dogliani (President SDG4MED).

Tuesday 24 May 2022

08.45 - 9:00 Meeting point in the hotel lobby & transfer to the port



PE732.895v01-00 14/18CR\1258021EN.doc

EN

 
9:00 - 9:30

9:30 - 10:00

10:00 - 11:00

11:00 - 12:45

12.45-13:00

13.00-14:30

14:30 - 15:30

Transfer to the port

Visit of the Port of Mazara del Vallo 
Visit of the main fishing and commercial infrastructure of the port of Mazara 
del Vallo, Italy’s largest fishing port, complemented by discussions with 
responsible authorities on the main problems concerning the fishing sector.

Meeting with local fishers 
Participants will have the opportunity to meet, inter alia, Pietro Marrone, 
owner of the "Medinea", a boat seized by the Libyan militias of General 
Haftar in 2020 including the members of the boats who were kidnapped and 
kept in a Libyan prison for more than three months.

Meeting with the Coast Guard
Location: Structure of the local Coast Guard - Lungomare Fata Morgana, 2, 
91026 Mazara del Vallo

Speakers: Enrico Arena, Head of the Coast Guard of Mazara del Vallo, 
Biagio Semeraro, Responsible for monitoring of the appropriate measures of 
fishing activities, Carla Picardi, Search and Rescue Coordinator and 
responsible for Vessel Monitoring System for the effective monitoring of 
fishing activities..

Programme: 11:00 - 11:30: Short presentation on the structure of the local 
Coast Guard, its activity and the main issues at stake in the field of Fisheries 
Control, fight against IUU fishing and relationship with North African 
Countries; 11:30 - 12:00: Q&A Session; 12:00 - 12:30: visit of the Coast 
Guard structures.

Transfer to Hotel 

Lunch
Restaurant of the Hotel Visir

1st  Roundtable with the main representatives of the Italian fisheries 
sector on the main issues for the Sicilian fishing sector and the district of 
Mazara
Location: Meeting room of the Hotel

Topics: stock management measures adopted through the Westmed 
Regulation; GFCM recommendations and role of the EP; raising of fuel 
prices and consequences of the Russian aggression; future of the fisheries 
sector in the blue economy; space for fisheries in the maritime spatial 
planning;

Discussants: Salvatore Quinci (Mayor of Mazara Del Vallo); Gianpaolo 
Buonfiglio (President of the Italian Alliance of Fishing Cooperatives); 
Francesca Biondo (Director of the Italian Association of Fishing Industries); 
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15:30 - 16:00

16:00 - 17:00

17:00-17:30

17:30 - 18:30

18:30 - 19:30

19:30 - 20:30

20:30 - 22:00

Gennaro Scognamiglio (President of UNCI Agroalimentare); Tonino 
Giardini (President of Coldiretti Imprese Pesca).

Coffee break

2nd Roundtable with the representatives of the trade Unions on the main 
issues for the Sicilian fishing sector and the district of Mazara
Location: Meeting room of the Hotel

Topics: Ageing of the fleet, safety on board, issues relating to the impossibility 
of modernising the fleet due to limitations on engine tonnage and power; 
insufficient social safety nets, poor consideration of the specificities of the 
Sicilian fishing sector; lack of attractiveness of the sector and poor 
generational renewal.

Discussants: Antonino Russo (FLAI - CGIL); Fabrizio de Pascale (UILA 
Pesca); Albert Kulbert Taub (FAI CISL); Paolo Mattei (UGL 
Agroalimentare)

Transfer to the historical city centre

Visit of the “Porto Canale” - inland channel port of Mazara del Vallo

The “Porto Canale” is an inland channel port used to host boats dedicated to 
small-scale artisanal fishing. Participants will have the opportunity to 
observe the organization of this segment of the Mazara fleet and to meet local 
representatives of the Artisanal Fishing Management Consortium (Cogepa) 
to discuss the main issues concerning this segment of the fleet.

Visit of Mazara’s historic centre and meeting with the Tunisian fishing 
community, as an example of successful integration due to fisheries

Mazara del Vallo hosts the most significant Tunisian community in Italy, 
about 3,000 Tunisians, a community that still dates back to the Arab 
domination of 827, starting from the 1960s when the Tunisians "returned" to 
Mazara, migrating there to work in the fishing sector. Even today, the 
Tunisian community has a large number of seafaring employees, who in 
effect constitute a backbone of the major Italian fisheries sector. 
Participants will have the opportunity to visit the "casbah", the Tunisian 
quarter and to meet with a representation of Tunisian fishers on the themes 
of fishing and integration.

Free time 

Dinner 
Location: Ristorante Borgo del Mazzaro - Lungomazzaro Ducezio, 30, 
91026 Mazara del Vallo
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22:00 - 22:30

Guests: Salvatore Quinci (Mayor of Mazara Del Vallo); Francesca Biondo 
(Direttrice Federpesca); Gennaro Scognamiglio (Presidente Unci 
Agroalimentare); Filippo Parrino (Presidente Lega Coop Sicilia); Paolo 
Tiozzo (Presidente Confcooperative); Giovanni Basciano (Presidente Agci 
Sicilia); Antonino Russo (Flai - Cgil); Fabrizio De Pascale (Uila Pesca); 
Patrizio Giorni (Fai Cisl); Paolo Mattei (UGL Agroalimentare); Stefania 
Valentini (Federpesca Bruxelles).

Transfer to hotel

Wednesday 25 May 2022

08:30

9:00-9:30

09:30 - 10:45

10:45 - 11:15

11:15 - 12:30

12:30 - 14:00

Meeting point in the Hotel lobby (check-out & luggage on bus!)

Bus transfer to Capo Granitola

Visit of an ancient “Tonnara” and of the Institute for the Study of 
Anthropogenic Impacts and Sustainability in the Marine Environment of 
the CNR (IAS-CNR)

Location: Institute for the Study of Anthropogenic Impacts and Sustainability 
in the Marine Environment of the CNR (IAS-CNR)

Participants will be guided through the facilities of this centre of excellence 
in oceanographic research located in an ancient “Tonnara” (tuna processing 
building). The Vice-Mayor of Campobello di Mazara del Vallo Antonella 
Moceri will give a short welcome speech.

Coffee break

Round table

Topics: anthropogenic impacts on the marine environment; effects of climate 
change on marine environment; role of fisheries (and Small Scale Fisheries 
in particular) in the protection of marine ecosystems.

Speakers: Giorgio Tranchida (Director of the Centre); Salvatore Livreri 
(Director of the Marine Protected Area of Egadi Islands); Sergio Vitale 
(Director of the Research Centre CNR - IRBIM); Marco Costantini, Regional 
Manager for the Mediterranean of WWF.

Direct transfer to Palermo airport 

Departure to Rome (ITA Airways): PMO 15:10 - FCO 16:20
Departure to Paris (Air France): PMO 16:40 - CDG 19:20
Departure to Rome (ITA Airways): PMO 19:05 - FCO 20:20
Departure to Milan (ITA Airways): PMO 17:00 - LIN 18:35
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Departure to Milan (ITA Airways): PMO 20:00 - LIN 21:35

END of MISSION
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