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On 13 December 2021 and on 7 March 2022, the Bureau authorised in principle the sending of 
a DEVE-ENVI-PECH joint mission to attend the United Nations (UN) Ocean Conference in 
week 26 (three days including travel time).

Initially foreseen for 2020, the conference was postponed as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic and took place in Lisbon, Portugal from 27 June to 1 July 2022. The EP delegation 
to the UN Ocean Conference was composed of 11 Members. 

As the EU was represented by the Commission at the UN Ocean Conference, the role of the EP 
delegation and the objective of its mission was to better understand the different challenges 
under discussion at the Conference and to interact with counterparts and stakeholders.

 

Meetings

The EP delegation met, amongst others, Peter Thomson, the UN Special Envoy for the Ocean, 
delegations from Portugal, the United States of America, and Singapore, and representatives 
from a number of international organisations including the FAO, UNEP, UNDP, and the 
International Seabed Authority. (Full programme in Annex I) 
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Monday 27 June

The first meeting of the delegation was with Commissioner Sinkevičius, EU Commissioner 
for the Environment, Oceans and Fisheries. He welcomed the large EP delegation and stressed 
the importance of raising awareness in relation to the ocean’s important role in terms of climate 
change and biodiversity. He explained that after the discussions on fisheries subsidies at WTO 
level, he remained cautiously optimistic for the next biodiversity Conference of Parties (COP). 
He considered that even if an agreement was not found in Montreal that it could pave the way 
for an agreement at the following COP. The Commissioner also explained that the role of 
oceans had been highlighted at COP26 in Glasgow but more needed to be done especially in 
terms of blue carbon. He also explained that the EU had doubled its funding commitments and 
hoped that more pledges, including from the private sector would follow. The Commissioner 
also confirmed that the EU position on the deep sea mining moratorium had not changed and 
that the moratorium should be maintained until the impact was understood. As regards the 
impact of fisheries on biodiversity, the Commissioner stressed the importance of supporting 
third countries and of improving the traceability of fishery products. He also explained that the 
Ocean governance communication had stressed the importance of scientific data and welcomed 
the creation of the International Panel on Ocean Sustainability (IPOS). 

The EP delegation then followed the opening of the conference in the plenary hall, which 
included opening statements by Carlos Moedas, the Mayor of Lisbon, Abdulla Shahid, the 
President of the United Nations General Assembly and António Guterres, the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. They each in turn stressed the importance of the Ocean and 
called for urgent action in light of the climate change, biodiversity and plastic pollution crises. 
Mr Guterres in particular urged all stakeholders to invest in sustainable ocean economies for 
food, renewable energy and livelihoods. He also considered that the ocean must become a 
model of how we manage the global commons for our greater good. The UN Secretary-General 
also considered that we must protect the oceans, and the people whose lives and livelihoods 
depend on them, from the impacts of climate change. He also stressed the need for more science 
and innovation to propel us into a new chapter of global ocean action.
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The delegation then met with Paul Holthus, Founding President and CEO of the World Ocean 
Council who explained the role of the World Ocean Council, a global, cross-sectoral ocean 
industry leadership alliance committed to “Corporate Ocean Responsibility”, whose 
membership is composed of one third of small and large European companies. He explained 
that the private sectors’ awareness of the need for action in relation to their ocean footprint had 
increased. He also stressed that the enforcement of measures in the ocean was more difficult 
than on land. On the issue of new fuels, Mr Holthus explained that this was an issue not only 
for the shipping industry but also for fishing vessels and that other linked issues such as 
infrastructure and engines should also be addressed. The need for financing of knowledge and 
innovation was also stressed, as well as the need for a clear legal framework or a taxonomy on 
blue finance. On the moratorium on deep sea mining, Mr Holthus considered that more time 
was needed in order to gather more data. 

The EP delegation then met with Professor Vasco Becker-Weinberg, President of the 
Portuguese Institute of the Law of the Sea. In his introductory remarks, Professor Vasco 
suggested that it might be timely to revise the EU’s Integrated Maritime Policy, and whether, 
in particular, the Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) Directive (an MSP 2.0). He highlighted that 
issues such as climate change and sea level rise had not been on the agenda at the time of the 
Directive's adoption, and suggested that this could justify a revision. Other issues meriting 
attention from the EU side, in his view, included living conditions of people on board of EU 
vessels, taxation, marine genetic resources, and maritime environmental crimes. On this last 
point, the President of the Institute of the Law of the Sea recalled that while this matter is left 
to states, it is a common threat that called for a joint approach. The US has been at the forefront 
of the work on environmental maritime crimes and other states like Japan have also achieved 
significant results thanks to whistle-blower legislation. On the Montego Bay convention, 
Professor Vasco considered that this was still a good instrument, but that certain elements were 
outdated and would need revisiting, namely on what related to maritime security, sustainable 
development, the precautionary approach and the ecosystem approach. The bluewashing of 
certain activities was also referred to as one of the biggest concerns to be addressed in ocean 
policy. 

The delegation also met with Helena Semedo, Deputy Director-General of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). Ms Semedo highlighted the fisheries 
and aquaculture sectors’ contribution to food security, stressing the growing importance of 
aquaculture in this regard. She explained that Europe’s growth rate does not have the same 
positive outlook as in other places, but it is for the EU to decide whether to invest on more the 
aquaculture sector or not. The importance of small-scale fisheries was also emphasised, namely 
due to its contribution to ensure livelihoods in coastal communities and in particular in Small 
Islands Development States (SIDS). Ms Semedo explained that the focus of the UN 2022 
International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture was on people, as there was a clear 
acknowledgment of the need to bring interested communities to the decision makers’ table, in 
order to ensure transformative solutions to the current challenges (e.g. FAO program on blue 
transformation). The FAO’s Deputy Director-General emphasised that SDG 14 was the less 
resourced SDG, and recalled the importance of financing and of partnerships to restore 
resources. Furthermore, she stressed the importance of reducing food loss and waste, ensure 
access to markets, and raise consumers’ awareness to address hunger in the world. On fisheries 
third party agreements, Ms Semedo stated that while countries could decide how much they 
want to exploit their own resources, FAO’s role was to assist them in understanding the 
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consequences of the way they use these resources. She considered that strengthening regional 
fisheries management organisations (RFMOs) also played a crucial role in this regard. FAO’s 
priorities also include the promotion of blue carbon ecosystems, mainstreaming food security 
in climate discussions and the promotion of nature-based solutions to transform the agri-food 
system. 

The EP delegation then met with Françoise Gaill, Vice President of Ocean & Climate 
Platform on the International Panel for Ocean Sustainability. Ms Gaill called for an 
integrated approach to the ocean, which should be looked to as a whole. This was particularly 
relevant in terms of maritime spatial planning, where states should look into the possibility to 
use ocean space for new actions. The importance of science-based actions was highlighted, with 
Ms Gail recalling that good governance needs to be supported by science.  In this regard, the 
Vice President of the Ocean & Climate Platform called for the establishment of an international 
panel with an ocean agenda to be established, similar to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC). Oceans should be included in discussions in its own right and not only as a 
chapter of other discussions. Ms Gaill called for the need to translate knowledge into action, 
addressing gaps on the blue economy and on issues such as new biotech, blue human science, 
fisheries and transport with the creation a transdisciplinary and inter-governmental panel.

 

The last meeting of the day was with Tiago Antunes, Secretary of State for European Affairs 
of Portugal. He highlighted the continuous support of Portugal to the ocean policy agenda, and 
explained that he expected a strong political declaration and a high number of pledges as 
outcomes from the UN Ocean Conference, stating “there is no green without blue”. He also 
explained that the negotiations on the text of an international legally binding instrument on the 
conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national 
jurisdiction - Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) is to be concluded by the end 
of the year, which would fill the gaps in the international framework. On the issue of 
conservation and the sustainable management of marine and coastal ecosystems, Mr Antunes 
stressed Portugal’s support for the protection of 30% of coastal and marine areas. On 
international ocean governance, he expressed hope for the EU to take a more active role, 
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stressing the importance that the EU lead by example. Mr Antunes also stressed the importance 
of the EP’s work to continue to raise awareness and drive the ocean policy agenda forward. 

Tuesday 28 June

The first meeting on the second day was with Claire Christian, Executive Director of the 
Antarctic and Southern Ocean Coalition. She explained that the Commission for the 
Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR), established in 1982 as part of 
the Antarctic Treaty System, is charged with conserving marine life around the southern 
continent and sustainably managing the region's fish stocks. Those responsibilities include the 
power to designate marine protected areas (MPAs) around Antarctica, if all member states 
collectively agree. So far, there are two in existence. There had been proposals to create 
additional MPAs in the area but Russia and China blocked the proposals. Ms Christian stressed 
the importance of the area in terms of biodiversity and explained the severe impact climate 
change has on the region. She called for EU leadership and diplomatic outreach to urge to China 
in particular to allow these critical areas to be protected before it is too late.  

 

The delegation then met a US Congressional Delegation led by Chairman Raúl Grijalva of the 
House Natural Resources Committee. He was accompanied by Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Chairwomen Kathy Castor, Congressman Jared Huffman, Congresswoman Jennifer Gonzáles 
Colón, Congresswoman Julia Brownley, Congressman Alan Lowenthal and Congressman Ed 
Case whose focus was on climate change, and protecting oceans and fish populations. The 
Members of the US Congress stressed that the EU and the US shared common challenges such 
as climate change and the impact this has on fish stocks. They also stressed the importance of 
improving traceability and enforceability in particular to fight illegal, unreported, and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing. The US delegation explained that they have created a Seafood 
Import Monitoring Program (SIMP) to establish data reporting and recording-keeping 
requirements for imports of seafood species groups most often associated with IUU catches and 
were interested in learning more about the EU’s carding system. Given the interest and shared 
issues the EP delegation suggested that it would be useful to follow-up this discussion in the 
near future.
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A meeting with Peter Thomson, UN Special Envoy for the Ocean, followed. Mr Thomson 
started by recalling the recent statement by the UN Secretary General, Mr Guterres - who 
apologised for the way our generation had used the world -, highlighting the importance of 
finding remedies for our planetary imprint. The UN Special Envoy for the Ocean stressed that 
the UN Ocean Conference was about 1) assessing where the world stands in terms of ocean 
protection, 2) identifying science-based solutions and, above all, 3) financing the way forward. 
In his view, the success of the conference was to be measured by the level of financial 
commitment achieved. Highlighting that the north had a moral duty vis-a-vis the south, Mr 
Thomson emphasised that developing countries needed support to promote a sustainable ocean 
economy including offshore energy and sustainable aquaculture. On the way ahead, Mr 
Thomson expressed hope on the discussions leading to a plastic treaty, on BBNJ, and on 
biodiversity (and the 30 by 30 goal). On the European front, Mr Thomson expressed dismay on 
seeing some European countries still burning fossils fuels like coal and voiced concerns 
regarding micro plastics. On his opinion, industrialised countries should be investing in 
solutions, like alternatives to plastics, instead of subsidising the oil industry. On fishing, the 
UN Special Envoy for the Ocean stressed that about 80% of subsidies were given to 
industrialised fleets, responsible for much of the habitat destruction we know nowadays. 
Finally, Mr Thomson called for greater attention to the oceans, recalling that a sustainable blue 
economy was the real way forward for a sustainable future, with the oceans offering new forms 
of food, medicines, and alike, and being essential to the human condition. 

The delegation also met with Ms Susan Gardner, Director of the Ecosystems Division of the 
United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP). Ms Gardner highlighted the importance 
of UNEP’s regional seas programs as drivers for change. On the need to address plastic 
pollution, Ms Gardner stressed this should be a key priority for the international community. 
On the treaty to ban plastics, she clarified that the focus lies on waste prevention and while a 
complete ban on plastics is not on the table, there is a clear intent of improving additives and 
eliminating hazardous substances. She clarified that exceptions for instruments like medical 
plastic devices are to be expected. Member States are looking at the full life cycle of plastics, 
which involves a multisector process and a multi-stakeholder forum, bringing the private sector 
as a contributor to the discussions. The importance of harmonising rules was, in fact, also 
recognised by the industry as a way to address the regulatory burden on labelling of plastic 
products. UNEP’s Director also referred to the methane strategy, which needs to focus on the 
three planetary crises, namely loss of nature diversity, climate change and pollution. 
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Highlighting the importance of acknowledging food as a driver to the planetary crisis, Ms 
Gardner called for more investment in nature-based solutions and explained that UNEP is 
currently contributing to the work towards a definition of nature-based solutions. On the blue 
economy, Ms Gardner emphasised the importance of fostering a sustainable blue agenda while 
highlighting the importance of ensuring that the EU’s funding support to developing countries 
heads in the right direction. 

A meeting with representatives from the World Wild Fund for Nature (WWF), Seas at Risk 
and Oceana followed. The civil society representatives presented their main concerns to EP 
Members, calling for a ban on deep-sea mining and a reduction of activities at sea overall. 
Emphasising that the ocean carrying capacity needed to be respected, these representatives 
highlighted the impact of fisheries in Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), also criticising the 
classification of marine wind parks as of public interest and opposing the installation of marine 
renewable energy platforms in MPAs. They called for greater coherence between policies, and 
explained that in their view renewables should meet both climate and biodiversity goals. On 
biodiversity, the NGOs highlighted the importance of an agreement on the 30 by 30 goal at the 
COP15 negotiations. References to the Blue Manifesto, an action plan for ocean recovery 
signed by 102 organisations, were also made. WWF also mentioned the work carried out under 
the Sustainable Blue Economy Finance Principles and the Blue Futures initiative. On the impact 
of the war in Ukraine, these representatives expressed their surprise at the fact that, besides 
caviar, other fish imports from Russia were not in the list of EU sanctioned products. 

The delegation then met with Marie Bourrel-McKinnon, Senior Policy Officer & Special 
Assistant to the Secretary-General of the International Seabed Authority (ISA). Ms Bourrel-
McKinnon explained that ISA is the organisation through which States Parties to United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) organise and control all mineral-
resources-related activities in the international seabed area, known also as “the Area” for the 
benefit of mankind as a whole. In so doing, ISA has the mandate to ensure the effective 
protection of the marine environment from harmful effects that may arise from deep-seabed 
related activities. She also explained that the Area is the seabed and ocean floor and the subsoil 
thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, and represents around 50 per cent of the total 
area of the world’s oceans. As regards deep sea mining, Ms Bourrel-McKinnon clarified that 
no mining operations had started anywhere in the world. Currently, exploration activities 
undertaken in the seabed area are aimed at gathering the necessary information on the location 
and quality of the minerals of the seabed as well as to collect all the necessary environmental 
information. To date, ISA has approved 30 contracts for exploration involving 22 different 
countries. On the issue of transparency raised by Members, it was explained that the ISA 
sessions are open to everyone including NGOs and observers and are live-streamed. Ms 
Bourrel-McKinnon also clarified that the exploration phase did not require drilling but was 
based mainly on sonar data and contractors are required to undertake environmental baseline 
studies. 

 

https://www.greenpeace.org/static/planet4-eu-unit-stateless/2020/01/20200128-Blue-Manifesto.pdf
https://wwf.panda.org/discover/our_focus/oceans_practice/blue_futures/
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The Delegation subsequently met with Ms Rena Lee, Ambassador for Oceans and Law of 
the Sea Issues and Special Envoy of the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Singapore. 
Considered a disadvantageous state under UNCLOS, Ms Lee explained that Singapore attaches 
great importance to the ocean, being home to one of the world’s busiest container ports. With 
part of Singapore at sea level, the country is particularly vulnerable to climate action and, thus, 
committed to environmental protection goals.  On the UN Treaty on the High Seas (BBNJ), 
Ambassador Lee recalled that the decision power lies with member states, who will determine 
the level of ambition of the treaty and the timing for the agreement. Optimistically, Ms Lee 
expressed hope that a deal would be reached in August. On the high ambition coalition (led by 
France), the Ambassador highlighted that an agreement needs to be implementable and foster 
practical solutions. Universality should also be a key goal to pursue, in order to get as many 
countries as possible to commit. The inclusion of civil society, NGOs and indigenous people as 
contributors to the discussions was also highlighted as essential, in order to ensure that those 
who will be affected by the decisions have the opportunity to express their opinions. 

The last meeting on the second day was with Andrew Hudson, Head Water & Ocean 
Governance Programme, and Penny Stock, Senior Technical Advisor for Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity of the UN Development Programme (UNDP). Mr Hudson highlighted UNDP’s 
Ocean Promise launched earlier in the day at the UN Ocean Conference, explaining that the 
Promise outlines actions (comprising a range of ongoing and new projects and initiatives 
dedicated to tackling the ocean crisis) in key sectors to accelerate economic growth, create jobs 
and livelihoods, improve food security, reduce poverty and inequity, and promote gender 
equality. The goal is to support, by 2030, 100 coastal countries - including all Small Island 
Developing States - to realise the maximum potential of their blue economies. Towards 
achieving this goal, UNDP commits to i) accelerate sustainable blue economy transformation, 
ii) scale-up area-based ocean and coastal management, and iii) innovate and finance ocean 
action. Ms Stock underlined UNDP’s collaborative work with the Global Fund for Coral Reefs, 
a blended finance instrument that uses public and philanthropic funding to catalyse private 

https://www.undp.org/press-releases/undp-launches-ocean-promise
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investment in coral reef ecosystems conservation and restoration, and provided examples of 
projects and initiatives in the realm of ocean action.

Wednesday 29 June

 

The delegation met with António José da Costa Silva, Minister of the Economy and 
Maritime Affairs and José Maria Costa, Secretary of State for Maritime Affairs of 
Portugal. The Minister stressed the need for urgent action given the critical situation of the 
oceans, with 1 million species risking extinction and one third of coral reefs already lost. For 
him, the conference would be deemed a success if every country delivered an action plan and 
set not only set long-term, but also interim, targets. He also highlighted the need for an action 
plan on plastics and for increasing financing tools for the ocean including launching “Blue 
Bonds”. Following questions from Members, the Minister also explained the importance of 
creating bioeconomy hubs with innovative ideas, for example replacing plastic fishing nets with 
biological materials. He also stressed the importance of green shipping and of reducing 
administrative burden to move to more sustainable practices in fisheries and aquaculture. The 
Secretary of State also stressed the need for a strong level of governance on the ocean and of 
involving citizens in ocean forums. He went on to explain that Portugal had a strong tradition 
of cooperation with China, and that Portugal had also been cooperating closely with several 
less developed countries such as Kenya. 
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To conclude, the delegation met with Pascal Lamy, Chair of the Starfish 2030 Mission 
Board, and Geneviève Pons, co-Chair of Antarctica2020 Mission. Within the Framework 
Programme Horizon Europe and with a budget of EUR 110 million/year, they explained that 
the EU Mission: Restore Our Ocean and Waters by 2030 (Starfish 2030 Mission) aims to know, 
restore and protect the ocean and waters by 2030, by reducing human pressures on marine and 
freshwater environments, restoring degraded ecosystems and sustainably harnessing the 
essential goods and services they provide. Protection and conservation efforts must address the 
entire ocean and water system in a holistic approach, if they are to succeed. Inspired by the 
shape of the starfish, the Mission will address the four interdependent challenges – 
unsustainable footprint, climate change, lack of understanding, connection and investment, 
inadequate governance – by proposing five overarching objectives for 2030:  i) filling the 
knowledge and emotional gap, ii) regenerating marine and freshwater ecosystems, iii) zero 
pollution, iv) decarbonising our ocean, seas, and waters, and v) revamping governance. For 
each of the five objectives, a set of ambitious, concrete and measurable targets has been defined, 
that specifically address the actors, activities, tools and systems that need to be called upon to 
reach each objective. They further explained the creation of a network of lighthouses at sea and 
river basin scale, namely for the Mediterranean Sea, Baltic and North Sea, Danube River basin 
and Atlantic-Artic basin. They also highlighted the importance of setting a new EU agency for 
coordination on ocean and waters, reinforcing a holistic approach and streamlining governance, 
underlining in this regard that “very much is about what should be governed rather than how to 
govern it”.

Conclusions and follow-up

The fundamental role of the ocean and the global emergency it faces was stressed by all the 
interlocutors, calling for urgent and concrete actions in light of the climate change, biodiversity 
and plastic pollution crises, in order to address the crucial transformational change required in 
both ocean and land-based sectors. 

The creation of synergies and partnerships on national, regional and cross-sectoral levels, 
including with the private sector, and the promotion of innovative financing opportunities, 
based in science, technology and innovation, to reinforce actions for a sustainable development 
of the ocean was also highlighted. 

Out of all the Sustainable Development Goals, SDG 14 has received the lowest investment and 
none of the targets that were supposed to be met in 2020 were met. While some progress has 
been made, much remains to be done if the ocean SDG agenda is to be realised by 2030. 

The UN Oceans Conference, co-hosted by the Governments of Portugal and Kenya, came at a 
critical time to push forward the world’s efforts to mobilise, create and promote solutions to 
achieve the 17 Sustainable Development Goals before 2030. The DEVE, ENVI and PECH 
Committees should take into account the mission findings in future EP work on global ocean 
action and towards accelerating progress on SDG 14.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters_en
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Annex I - Programme

MONDAY 27 JUNE 

07.30 Meeting of EP delegation at hotel reception 
Departure of EP delegation to the conference venue 

08.30 - 09.20 Meeting with Virginijus Sinkevičius, EU Commissioner for the 
Environment, Oceans and Fisheries
Meeting venue: Bilateral room B2

10.00 - 11.00 Follow official opening of the Conference from balcony area

11.00 - 12.00
Meeting with Paul Holthus, Founding President and CEO of the World 
Ocean Council
Meeting venue: Bilateral room B5

12.00 - 12.45 Meeting with Professor Vasco Becker-Weinberg, President of the 
Portuguese Institute of the Law of the Sea
Meeting venue: Bilateral room B5

12.45 - 14.00 Lunch break and networking
14.00 - 15.00 Meeting with Maria Helena Semedo, Deputy Director-General of the Food 

and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO)
Meeting venue: Bilateral room B4

15.00 - 16.00 Meeting with Françoise Gaill, Vice President of Ocean & Climate Platform 
on the International Panel for Ocean Sustainability
Meeting venue: Bilateral room B1

16.00 - 17.30 Attendance of interactive dialogue on addressing maritime pollution, high-
level symposium on water, or side events (optional)

17.30 - 18.30 Meeting with Tiago Antunes, Secretary of State for European Affairs of 
Portugal  
Meeting venue: Portuguese delegation room 

TUESDAY 28 JUNE

08.15 Meeting of EP delegation at hotel reception
Departure of EP delegation to the conference venue 

09.00 - 09.45
Meeting with Claire Christian, Executive Director of the Antarctic and 
Southern Ocean Coalition
Meeting venue: Bilateral room B5

10.00 - 10.45
Meeting with US Congress delegation
Meeting venue: Olissippo Oriente Hotel (Macau B room), Av. Dom João 
II, , n.º 32, 1900-083 Lisbon

11.00 - 11.45 Meeting with Peter Thomson, UN Special Envoy for the Ocean
Meeting venue: Fernando Pessa Hall 

12.15 - 13.00 Meeting with UNEP
Meeting venue: Fernando Pessa hall

13.00 - 14.00 Lunch break and networking
14.00 - 15.00 Meeting with NGOs (WWF, Seas at Risk, Oceana)

Meeting venue: outdoor seating area
15.00 - 16.00 Meeting with the International Seabed Authority



CR\1260207EN.docx 13/19 PE734.460v01-00

EN

Meeting venue: Bilateral room B1
16.00 - 17.00 Meeting with Rena Lee, Ambassador for Oceans and Law of the Sea Issues 

and Special Envoy of the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Singapore
Meeting venue: Bilateral room B1

17.00 - 18.00 Meeting with UNDP, Andrew Hudson, Head Water & Ocean Governance 
Programme, and Penny Stock, Senior Technical Advisor for Ecosystems 
and Biodiversity
Meeting venue: Bilateral room B1

WEDNESDAY 29 JUNE

09.45 Meeting of EP delegation at hotel reception

10.30 - 11.30

Meeting with António José da Costa Silva, Minister of the Economy and 
Maritime Affairs and José Maria Costa, Secretary of State for Maritime 
Affairs of Portugal
Meeting venue: Ministry of Economy, Rua da Horta Seca, n.º 15, 1200-221 
Lisbon

12:15 - 13:00 Meeting with Pascal Lamy, Chair of the Starfish 2030 Mission Committee, 
and Geneviève Pons, co-Chair of Antarctica2020 Mission
Meeting venue: Hotel Lisboa Pessoa, Rua da Oliveira ao Carmo, n.º 8, 
1200-309 Lisbon

13.00 End of delegation and individual departures
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Annex II - List of Participants

Members of the European Parliament (11)                                                                     
Pierre KARLESKIND PECH Chair and Chair of PECH mission (Renew)
Catherine CHABAUD Chair of DEVE mission (Renew)
Sara CERDAS Chair of ENVI mission (S&D)
Nuno MELO EPP
Manuel PIZARRO S&D 
Carlos ZORRINHO S&D
Róza THUN UND HOHENSTEIN Renew
Malte GALLÉE Greens/EFA
Francisco GUERREIRO Greens/EFA  
Marie TOUSSAINT Greens/EFA  
Ladislav ILČIĆ ECR

EP Secretariat (3)
Margarida MACHADO Administrator DEVE Secretariat
Dora BARREIRA RAMOS Administrator ENVI Secretariat
Emma SOTO RENOU Administrator PECH Secretariat

Political Group Advisors (7)
Jana DABBELT EPP
Rogerio RIBEIRO FERRAZ S&D
Isak  ENGQVIST Renew
Justina VITKAUSKAITE Renew
Björn STOCKHAUSEN Greens/EFA
Inès TREPANT Greens/EFA
Anita GULAM ECR

National EP Office (1)
Pedro VALENTE DA SILVA
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Annex III - Press release and communication activities

Press service
European Parliament

 

 
Press release
24-06-2022
MEPs to attend the UN Ocean Conference in Lisbon

 

Twelve MEPs from the Development, Fisheries, and Environment committees will attend 
the UN Ocean Conference in Portugal to discuss halting the rapid decline in ocean 
health.

A group of 12 MEPs from the Committees on Fisheries, Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety and Development are part of the EU delegation to the UN Ocean Conference taking place 

in Lisbon from 27 June to 1 July.

The UN Ocean Conference, co-hosted by the Governments of Portugal and Kenya, comes at a time 

when the world is making efforts to mobilise, create and promote solutions to achieve the 17 

Sustainable Development Goals before 2030. Marine pollution, biodiversity protection, ecosystem 

decline and climate mitigation are among the main topics of the event. In participating in the 

conference, MEPs are set to raise the EU Green Deal agenda, the EU’s blue economy strategy, and 

maritime policy, as well as the EU’s environmental and social strategies in developing countries.

The MEPs representing the European Parliament's committees are:
·  Pierre KARLESKIND (Renew, FR), Chair of the Committee on Fisheries

·  Catherine CHABAUD (Renew, FR), member of the Committee on Development

·  Sara CERDAS (S&D, PT), member of the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food 

Safety

Other MEPs from these committees will be attending: Gabriel MATO (EPP, ES), Nuno MELO 

(EPP, PT), Manuel PIZARRO (S&D, PT), Carlos ZORRINHO (S&D, PT), Róża THUN UND 
HOHENSTEIN (Renew, PL), Malte GALLÉE (Greens/EFA, DE), Francisco GUERREIRO 

(Greens/EFA, PT), Marie TOUSSAINT (Greens/EFA, FR), Ladislav ILČIĆ (ECR, HR).

Further information
UN Ocean Conference 2022
Committee on Development
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety
Committee on Fisheries
EP Think Tank: Briefing - The United Nations Ocean Conference (15.06.2022) Portugal

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220624IPR33802/meps-to-attend-the-un-ocean-conference-in-lisbon
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/pech/home/highlights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home/highlights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home/highlights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/home/highlights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197585/PIERRE_KARLESKIND/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197505/CATHERINE_CHABAUD/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197641/SARA_CERDAS/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96936/GABRIEL_MATO/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96978/NUNO_MELO/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197732/MANUEL_PIZARRO/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124739/CARLOS_ZORRINHO/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96776/ROZA_THUN+UND+HOHENSTEIN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96776/ROZA_THUN+UND+HOHENSTEIN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/229352/MALTE_GALLEE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197645/FRANCISCO_GUERREIRO/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97236/MARIE_TOUSSAINT/home
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EP Think Tank: Briefing - A sustainable blue planet (16.06.2022)
  

Communication activities

What’s left of the summit in Lisbon? An ocean of good intentions / O que sobra da 
cimeira em Lisboa? Um oceano de boas intenções
in Expresso | 01-07-2022

Lisbon Declaration recognises that sea is fundamental to life on Earth. Problem is the 
commitments that countries will really implement
“We know that restoring harmony with nature through a healthy, productive, sustainable and 
resilient ocean is critical for our planet, our lives and our future. We call upon all stakeholders 
to urgently take ambitious and concerted action to accelerate implementation to achieve Goal 
14 as soon as possible without undue delay.” This is the 17th and final point of the draft of the 
Lisbon Declaration, whose final version will only be known on Friday afternoon. It is a 
paragraph that clearly highlights how the second United Nations Ocean Conference, which 
started at the beginning of the week in Lisbon with speeches full of good intentions, seems to 
end in the same way. Besides plastics, the oceans are also full of good intentions. The word 
"compromise" appears only in two points of the draft of the declaration: one that indicates that 
"more than 100 Member States have submitted voluntary commitments to conserve and 
protect at least 30% of the ocean, enshrining the definition of Marine Protected Areas by 
2030" - and Portugal is one of them -; and another that states that the signatories undertake to 
implement their voluntary commitments.

Declaração de Lisboa reconhece que mar é fundamental para vida na Terra. Problema está 
nos compromissos que países irão mesmo concretizar
“Sabemos que restaurar a harmonia com a natureza através de um oceano saudável, 
produtivo, sustentável e resiliente é fundamental para o nosso planeta, as nossas vidas e o 
nosso futuro. Apelamos a todas as partes interessadas para que tomem urgentemente medidas 
ambiciosas e concertadas para acelerar a implementação para alcançar o objetivo 14 [do 
desenvolvimento sustentável] o mais rapidamente possível, sem atrasos indevidos.” Este é o 
17º e último ponto do draft da Declaração de Lisboa, cuja versão final só será conhecida na 
tarde desta sexta-feira. É um parágrafo que evidencia bem como a segunda Conferência dos 
Oceanos das Nações Unidas, que arrancou no início da semana em Lisboa com discursos 
plenos de boas intenções, parece terminar da mesma forma. Além de plásticos, também de 
boas intenções estão os oceanos cheios. A palavra “compromisso” apenas aparece referida 
em dois pontos do esboço da declaração: um que indica que “mais de 100 Estados-membros 
apresentaram compromissos voluntários para conservar e proteger pelo menos 30% do 
oceano, consagrando a definição de Áreas Marinhas Protegidas até 2030” — e Portugal é 
um deles —; e outro que refere que os signatários se comprometem a aplicar os respetivos 
compromissos voluntários. 

By Land, Sea and Air / Por Terra, Mar e Ar (Carlos ZORRINHO)
in Jornal I | 30-06-2022

Knowing the impact that the oceans, which cover 71% of the earth’s crust, have on the 
global ecosystem, this is indeed, as its ambitious programme demonstrates, a conference 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)733516
https://expresso.pt/sociedade/2022-07-01-O-que-sobra-da-cimeira-em-Lisboa--Um-oceano-de-boas-intencoes-c23c172a
https://expresso.pt/sociedade/2022-07-01-O-que-sobra-da-cimeira-em-Lisboa--Um-oceano-de-boas-intencoes-c23c172a
https://ionline.sapo.pt/artigo/774900/por-terra-mar-e-ar?seccao=Opiniao_i


CR\1260207EN.docx 17/19 PE734.460v01-00

EN

on the objectives of sustainable development as a whole and on the future of humanity 
and the planet.
(...) As one of the 12 members of the Official Delegation that the European Parliament has 
sent to the Conference, representing in particular the Committee on Development, I know the 
enormous complexity of the many issues on the agenda and the importance of finding positive 
answers.  The foam of days, however toxic and noisy, cannot undermine humanity’s vital 
commitment to sustainability, biodiversity and its very survival.

Conhecendo o impacto que os oceanos, que cobrem 71% da crosta terrestre, têm no 
ecossistema global, esta é mesmo, como o seu ambicioso programa demonstra, uma 
conferência sobre os objectivos do desenvolvimento sustentável no seu todo e sobre o futuro 
da humanidade e do planeta.
(...) Sendo um dos 12 membros da Delegação Oficial que o Parlamento Europeu enviou à 
Conferência, representando em particular a Comissão do Desenvolvimento, conheço a 
enorme complexidade dos muitos temas em agenda e a importância de encontrar respostas 
positivas.  A espuma dos dias, por mais tóxica e ruidosa que seja, não pode pôr em causa o 
compromisso vital da humanidade com a sustentabilidade, a biodiversidade e a sua própria 
sobrevivência.

Francisco Guerreiro: "The European Parliament is always more progressive, but then 
we clash with the traditional view of the governing parties" / Francisco Guerreiro: “O 
Parlamento Europeu é sempre mais progressivo, mas depois chocamos com a visão 
tradicional dos partidos que governam”
in Expresso | 30-06-2022

Portuguese MEP considers it "illusory" to talk about protecting the environment 
without a paradigm shift. "We continue to promote this model of overproduction and 
overconsumption and most countries and political institutions are unable to present a 
different solution," says the MEP in an interview with Expresso on the side lines of the 
Oceans Conference
In Lisbon for the UN Oceans Conference, Francisco Guerreiro considers that optimism 
around the event is justified, but argues that combating climate change and protecting the 
environment requires an "economic and social transition to a different paradigm". In this 
context, it states that, although unexpected, the pandemic and the war in Ukraine should serve 
to encourage the green transition, including in regards to energy and food.

Eurodeputado português considera “ilusório” falar em proteger o ambiente sem uma 
mudança de paradigma. “Continuamos a promover este modelo de superprodução e de 
superconsumo e a generalidade dos países e instituições políticas não conseguem 
apresentar uma solução diferente”, afirma o eurodeputado em entrevista ao Expresso à 
margem da Conferência dos Oceanos
Em Lisboa para a Conferência dos Oceanos da ONU, Francisco Guerreiro considera que o 
otimismo em torno do evento é justificado, mas defende que combater as alterações 
climáticas e proteger o ambiente requer uma “transição económica e social para um 
paradigma diferente”. Neste contexto, afirma que, apesar de inesperadas, a pandemia e a 

https://expresso.pt/internacional/2022-06-30-Francisco-Guerreiro-O-Parlamento-Europeu-e-sempre-mais-progressivo-mas-depois-chocamos-com-a-visao-tradicional-dos-partidos-que-governam-d7caae92
https://expresso.pt/internacional/2022-06-30-Francisco-Guerreiro-O-Parlamento-Europeu-e-sempre-mais-progressivo-mas-depois-chocamos-com-a-visao-tradicional-dos-partidos-que-governam-d7caae92
https://expresso.pt/internacional/2022-06-30-Francisco-Guerreiro-O-Parlamento-Europeu-e-sempre-mais-progressivo-mas-depois-chocamos-com-a-visao-tradicional-dos-partidos-que-governam-d7caae92
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guerra na Ucrânia devem servir para incentivar a transição verde, nomeadamente a nível 
energético e alimentar.

Sara CERDAS praises the role of the outermostregions in protecting the oceans / Sara 
CERDAS enaltece papel das Regiões Ultraperiféricas na proteção dos oceanos 
in RTP.pt - 29 Jun 2022 - Web

MEP Sara CERDAS (S&D, PT) was this week co-chair of the EP delegation to the UN Oceans 
Conference. "This was an important missive for the EP to exchange perspectives on the role of 
the oceans in the life of the planet and the ever growing environmental impacts. If we do not 
act to protect ocean habitats and marine life, there is no planet. The big challenge we face is 
plastics, the main polluters and destroyers of the oceans". The MEP highlighted the role that 
the ORs can play in mitigating these impacts and called for a commitment to "pilot projects 
focused on a sustainable blue economy".

A eurodeputada Sara CERDAS (S&D, PT) foi esta semana copresidente da delegação do PE 
destacada para a Conferência dos Oceanos da Organização das Nações Unidas. “Esta foi uma 
importante missiva do PE para trocar perspetivas sobre o papel dos oceanos na vida do planeta 
e os impactos ambientais cada vez crescentes. Se não agirmos na proteção dos habitats dos 
oceanos e da vida marinha, não existe planeta. O grande desafio que enfrentamos são os 
plásticos, os principais poluidores e destruidores dos oceanos”. A eurodeputada do PS 
destacou o papel que as RUP podem desempenhar na mitigação destes impactos e apelou à 
aposta “em projetos-piloto centrados na economia azul sustentável”.

"This is the political moment to reach an ambitious declaration," says European 
Commissioner for the Environment / “Este é o momento político para se chegar a uma 
declaração ambiciosa”, garante comissário europeu do Ambiente (Manuel PIZARRO)
in Expresso | 27-06-2022

It will not be in Portugal that an agreement will be reached to regulate the High Sea, 
admits Virginijus Sinkevičius, confident nevertheless that the Lisbon Declaration will be 
"ambitious". MEP Manuel Pizarro recognises that "the European Union can and must 
go further in protecting the seas".
Portuguese MEP Manuel Pizarro, a member of the European Parliament’s Committee on 
Fisheries, (...) expects [from the Oceans Conference] "a commitment by nations to put an end 
to overfishing and illegal and unreported fishing". And at European level it advocates the 
adoption of "a fisheries control regulation on the obligation to land and control by-catch 
fisheries".   

Não será em Portugal que será alcançado um acordo para regulamentar o Alto Mar, 
admite Virginijus Sinkevičius, confiante ainda assim de que a Declaração de Lisboa será 
“ambiciosa”. Já o eurodeputado Manuel Pizarro reconhece que “a União Europeia pode e 
deve ir mais longe na proteção dos mares".
(...) O eurodeputado português Manuel Pizarro, que integra o comité de Pescas do 
Parlamento Europeu, (...) espera que [da Conferência dos Oceanos] saia “um compromisso 

https://ep.emm4u.eu/ra/p?h=2&r=us8przHQti%2BhrkWl9VlG2H8lc8JzTWMNSQPQGf3Lt6f3FRf3MMxUwLhFcBIA%2BLIO%2Bm%2BDeI8PQ5b6DeOESQ72lIrMM%2BHQCvgAc7ZN3x%2BJaYKrHstk9a0xvIibnFphAAoX
https://www.rtp.pt/madeira/politica/sara-cerdas-enaltece-papel-das-regioes-ultraperifericas-na-protecao-dos-oceanos_96864
https://www.rtp.pt/madeira/politica/sara-cerdas-enaltece-papel-das-regioes-ultraperifericas-na-protecao-dos-oceanos_96864
https://expresso.pt/sociedade/2022-06-27-Este-e-o-momento-politico-para-se-chegar-a-uma-declaracao-ambiciosa-garante-comissario-europeu-do-Ambiente-dd01057f
https://expresso.pt/sociedade/2022-06-27-Este-e-o-momento-politico-para-se-chegar-a-uma-declaracao-ambiciosa-garante-comissario-europeu-do-Ambiente-dd01057f
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das nações em pôr fim à sobrepesca e à pesca ilegal e não reportada”. E a nível europeu 
defende a aprovação de “um regulamento de controlo das pescas sobre a obrigação de 
desembarque e controlo das pescas acessórias”.   


