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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 

Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 

motion for a resolution: 

1. Acknowledges the importance of the action plan, but stresses its shortcomings as regards 

the incorporation of aquatic species; 

2. Welcomes the fact that monitoring issues have been regarded as important, but calls on 

the Commission to be more precise in its mention of IUU fishing and the European 

Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA) in particular; 

3. Urges the Commission to acknowledge and pay due attention to IUU fishing carried out in 

Europe (such as the fishing of glass-eels and sturgeon and damage to coral); 

4. Suggests that wildlife trafficking control measures should be strengthened, particularly in 

the field of online sales (purchases by aquarium owners, for example); 

5. Reiterates the need for continuing scientific research and technological development of 

fishing gear, so as to prevent by-catches and alleviate pressure on stocks of organisms that 

are the target of trafficking; 

6. Suggests that the import permits for organisms or organism parts that are the subject of 

conservation measures be revised; 

7. Stresses the importance of maintaining the traceability of fisheries products; 

8. Suggests that the surveillance and protection of Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems (VME), 

Ecologically or Biologically Significant Areas (EBSA) and the Natura 2000 network be 

stepped up, in order to aid the conservation of species that are under pressure from illegal 

trafficking; 

9. Suggests that action be taken to promote the use of tools that ensure the sustainable 

exploitation of sensitive natural resources; 

10. Supports alternative sustainable production methods in order to reduce pressure on wild 

organisms (e.g. aquaculture); 

11. Considers awareness-raising and environmental literacy initiatives to be essential; 

12. Advocates introducing Europe-wide recognition for stakeholders who are particularly 

involved in the fight against illegal trafficking; 

13. Suggests that the action plan should earmark financial resources and set out quantified 

targets so that the success of the plan can be tracked in the long term. 

 


