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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The conclusion of the EU-China agreement on geographical indications is the first significant 
bilateral trade agreement between the EU and China.

China is a market with high growth potential for European drinks and food. However, it is no 
secret that European companies are often in competition with Chinese companies that use child 
labour, do not bear social or environmental costs, still use raw materials that are banned in the 
EU and, in some cases, engage in dumping and unfair competition. The goal of this agreement 
is to bring about a higher level of protection against the counterfeiting and usurpation of EU 
products of high economic value, thereby ensuring that intellectual and industrial property 
rights are respected.

As a first stage, the agreement aims to achieve the highest level of protection for the 
geographical indications of 100 EU agri-food products. The agreement will ensure that 
excellent quality and highly popular EU products such as: Champagne; Porto; Feta; Irish 
Whiskey; Mozzarella di Bufala; Polska Wódka; Prosciutto di Parma and Queso Manchego, to 
name but a few, enjoy protection on the Chinese market. 

In a second phase, four years after the entry into force of the agreement, to be precise, a further 
175 geographical indications of both parties combined will be included under the agreement. 

Geographical indications have also proven to be a useful marketing tool, which helps to ensure 
higher and more stable export prices for producers.  According to a study published by the 
Commission in 2013, a product with a geographical indication sells, on average, for more than 
twice the price of a similar product without one. 

The agreement will be beneficial to European producers and is expected to act as a stimulus for 
the rural areas from which these products originate.

The fisheries and aquaculture component of the agreement is small. However, it is an 
agreement that should be strongly supported as it could act as a basis for the inclusion and 
recognition in the future of EU fisheries and aquaculture products.

******

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the committee 
responsible, to recommend the approval of the proposal for a Council decision on the 
conclusion of the agreement between the European Union and the government of the People’s 
Republic of China on cooperation on, and protection of, geographical indications.


