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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses the economic interest of the agreement between the European Union and China 
on geographical indications (GIs), given that agri-food exports from the EU to China 
grew at a sustained rate between 2010 and 2019, particularly products usually protected 
by GIs, such as wine and spirits; points out that this happened despite the well-known 
counterfeiting problem on the Chinese market, for example, of wines;

2. States, however, that the importance of the agreement goes beyond the volume of goods 
exchanged between the EU and China; understands that, by signing this agreement, 
China is taking an important step towards recognising the EU’s GI system; considers 
that the EU’s strategy is rooted in monetising the prestige attached to some names, 
regions and traditions when exporting GI-protected agri-food products around the world 
and preventing these names from being ‘stolen’ by competitors; 

3. Points out that the agreement is of limited interest where fisheries and aquaculture 
products are concerned; highlights that, of the 275 GIs covered by the agreement, only 
one is for an aquaculture product: Marennes Oléron oysters (France); emphasises, 
however, that it is an agreement that should be strongly supported as it could act as a 
basis for the inclusion and recognition in the future of EU fisheries and aquaculture 
products;

4. Welcomes China’s commitment to strengthening its legal framework for protecting the 
GIs covered by this agreement; calls on China to make every effort to step up its legal 
framework for tackling illegal fishing by Chinese vessels around the world and to 
enforce it more strictly;

5. Points out that, taking into account the EU’s wealth of GIs, the number of products 
under the agreement is limited and further products should be included in later 
instruments wherever and whenever possible;

6. Stresses the need for the EU and China to work together to tackle and control ‘dumping’ 
and other practices that distort normal market rules and put the sustainability of EU 
businesses and jobs at risk.


