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MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT NON-LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the draft Council decision on the conclusion of the Sustainable Fisheries Partnership 
Agreement between the European Union and the Islamic Republic of Mauritania and 
the Implementing Protocol thereto 
(12208/2021 – C9-0419/2021 – 2021/0300M(NLE))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Council Decision (EU) 2021/99 of 25 January 2021 on the conclusion 
of the Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters between the European Union 
and the Islamic Republic of Mauritania on an extension to the Protocol setting out the 
fishing opportunities and financial contribution provided for in the Fisheries Partnership 
Agreement between the European Community and the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, 
expiring on 15 November 20211,

– having regard to the draft Council decision of 11 November 2021 (12392/2021) on the 
signing, on behalf of the European Union, and provisional application of the Sustainable 
Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Union and the Islamic Republic 
of Mauritania and the Implementing Protocol thereto,

– having regard to its legislative resolution of ... 2022 on the draft decision,

– having regard to the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Union and 
the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, which entered into force on 8 August 2008,

– having regard to the Partnership Agreement on Sustainable Fisheries between the 
European Union and the Islamic Republic of Mauritania2 (12446/2021),

– having regard to the request for consent submitted by the Council in accordance with 
Article 43(2) and Article 218(6) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union,

– having regard to the agreement between the EU and the Organisation of African, 
Caribbean and Pacific States,

– having regard to the summary report of the Working Group of the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization on the assessment of small pelagic fish off Northwest Africa 
2019,

– having regard to the common fisheries policy,

– having regard to the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea,

– having regard to the Commission’s assessment of the previous agreement and protocol,

1 OJ L 34, 1.2.2021, p. 1.
2 OJ L 439, 8.12.2021, p. 3.
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– having regard to Rule 105(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the opinions of the Committee on International Trade and Committee 
on Development,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Fisheries (A9-0000/2022),

A. whereas the first fisheries agreement between the European Union and the Islamic 
Republic of Mauritania dates back to 1987 and whereas the latest implementing 
protocol, which had an initial duration of four years from 2015 to 2019, was twice 
extended for one year and expired on 15 November 2021;

B. whereas the Union and Mauritania reached agreement on a new Sustainable Fisheries 
Partnership Agreement and Protocol on 28 July 2021;

C. whereas the new protocol covers a period of five years and provides similar fishing 
opportunities to the previous protocol, with the Union’s financial contribution for access 
to fisheries amounting to 57.5 million EUR a year and its contribution to sectoral 
support totalling EUR 16.5 million;

D. whereas the Fisheries Partnership Agreement with Mauritania is the EU’s largest mixed 
agreement; whereas it provides fishing opportunities for vessels from 10 Member States 
targeting demersal and pelagic species which, like tuna, are highly migratory species, 
within the limits of the available surplus as defined in Article 62 of the UN Convention 
on the Law of the Sea, taking into account the fishing capacity of the Mauritanian fleets;

E. whereas sectoral support under the new protocol is geared towards eight areas of 
intervention; whereas these include, inter alia, support for artisanal fisheries and coastal 
communities, the strengthening of scientific research, and the strengthening of control 
and surveillance activities and technical support to the Mauritanian authorities; whereas 
the joint committee will approve a multiannual sectoral programme for the use of such 
support; whereas the Mauritanian authorities have an obligation to submit a final report 
on the implementation of sectoral support;

F. whereas the new protocol establishes a new coordination body (cellule de coordination) 
to support the implementation of the projects defined in the programme and that will be 
responsible for monitoring the decisions of the joint committee;

G. whereas Article 7 of the new protocol allows the Union and Mauritania to review the 
fishing opportunities in the third year of implementation, respecting the sustainability of 
resources in the fishing area and involving an adjustment of the EU’s financial 
contribution;

H. whereas the new protocol introduces differing vessel owners’ fees for category 6 which 
are more in accordance with the market value of each specific pelagic species fished for;

I. whereas Article 3 of the new agreement states that the EU fleet has to benefit from the 
same technical conditions for fishing and access to resources as all other fleets; whereas 
the same article requires the strengthening of the exchange of information and obliges 
Mauritania to make public all agreements allowing foreign vessels into its fishing zone;
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J. whereas the new protocol allows EU vessels to land their catch outside Mauritanian 
ports in exceptional circumstances, a long-standing request of the EU fishing vessels 
active in Mauritania;

K. whereas the Commission’s assessment of the previous protocol called for the 
establishment of a regional management framework for the exploitation of shared stocks 
of small pelagics;

1. Welcomes the conclusion of a new Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement and 
Protocol between the Union and Mauritania, which is designed to improve and 
modernise the existing agreement; considers it positive that no additional one-year 
extensions to the previous protocol will henceforth be required;

2. Recognises the importance of the new agreement and protocol in terms of the 
considerable fishing opportunities they maintain for the EU fleet and as a platform for 
continued structured cooperation between the Union and Mauritania, especially in the 
field of sustainable fisheries management;

3. Stresses the commitment of the parties to promote fisheries management on the basis of 
non-discrimination between the different fleets present in the area and that Union 
vessels should have access to an appropriate share of the surplus fishery resources in 
accordance with the best available scientific advice;

4. Welcomes the transparency and non-discrimination clauses in the new agreement and 
protocol and urges the Commission to ensure that these clauses are fully implemented 
and adhered to; notes that transparency rules already existed in the previous agreement 
but were not fully adhered to;

5. Demands that Mauritania inform the Commission on all public or private agreements 
with foreign vessels in its fishing zone and that this information be included in the 
annual report to be sent by the Commission to the European Parliament;

6. Notes the reports on the activities of foreign fleets and foreign-owned domestic fleets 
operating in Mauritanian waters; calls on Mauritania to provide full information on all 
vessels fishing in its waters in a user-friendly format that allows observers to form an 
overall picture of the total fishing effort, catches per species and status of stocks; notes 
that this is a condition for calculating the ‘surplus’ in the spirit of the UN Convention on 
the Law of the Sea;

7. Notes that Mauritania has had difficulty in absorbing sectoral support; calls on the 
Commission, therefore, to provide technical assistance for the preparation and 
implementation of the multiannual sectoral programme and to reinforce administrative 
capacities in Mauritania, notably for the new coordination body;

8. Sees sectoral support as an important element to develop the Mauritanian fisheries 
sector and provide jobs in coastal communities;

9. Calls for more sectoral support projects to help women in the Mauritanian fisheries 
sector, notably those involved in processing; recognises the importance of such projects 
for local food security and requests that women be invited to participate in workshops 
for the presentation and programming of support actions;
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10. Stresses that one of the general problems with sectoral support in the Union’s 
partnership agreements on sustainable fisheries is the lack of visibility; calls, therefore, 
for the visibility and publicity of the activities associated with the implementation of the 
protocol to be improved, enabling its benefits to be fully visible;

11. Points out that there is a need for better data collection on stocks in Mauritanian waters; 
believes that sectoral support should be used to improve scientific data on fish stocks, 
control and surveillance activities and to help artisanal fisheries;

12. Encourages the Commission to facilitate participation and exchange between experts 
and scientists within the framework of this agreement and during its implementation;

13. Welcomes the fact that the new protocol allows an adjustment of the EU’s financial 
contribution and of fishing opportunities in its third year of application; urges the 
Commission to make use of this flexibility if necessary;

14. Welcomes the new rules on vessel owners’ fees and hopes that this and other 
improvements to the protocol, including the possibility for EU vessels to land their 
catch in non-Mauritanian ports in exceptional circumstances, will lead to a better use of 
available fishing opportunities in the future;

15. Underlines the commitment to implement the principles and rights of the International 
Labour Organization (ILO) for all fishers on EU vessels in order to eliminate 
discrimination in employment and occupation; considers that this implementation 
should be monitored;

16. Welcomes the employment of qualified Mauritanian seafarers on EU vessels on 
contracts that comply with ILO standards and include social cover; calls for greater 
efforts to employ trainees in order to increase the number of qualified persons in the 
sectoral programme;

17. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council and the Commission and 
the governments and parliaments of the Member States and of the Islamic Republic of 
Mauritania.


