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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
*** Consent procedure

***I Ordinary legislative procedure (first reading)
***II Ordinary legislative procedure (second reading)

***III Ordinary legislative procedure (third reading)

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the draft act.)
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the draft Council decision on the conclusion, on behalf of the Union, of the 
Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters between the European Union and the 
Republic of Mauritius on an extension of the Protocol setting out the fishing 
opportunities and the financial contribution provided for by the Fisheries Partnership 
Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Mauritius
(05657/2022 – C9-0166/2022 – 2022/0014(NLE))

(Consent)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the draft Council decision (05657/2022),

– having regard to the draft agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters between the 
European Union and the Republic of Mauritius concerning an extension of the Protocol 
on the implementation of the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European 
Union and the Republic of Mauritius (05658/2022),

– having regard to the request for consent submitted by the Council in accordance with 
Article 43 and Article 218(6), second subparagraph, point (a) (v) of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union (C9-0166/2022),

– having regard to Rule 105(1) and (4), and Rule 114(7) of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the opinion of the Committee on Budgets,

– having regard to the recommendation of the Committee on Fisheries (A9-0000/2022),

1. Gives its consent to the conclusion of the agreement;

2. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States and of the Republic of Mauritius.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Background

The Indian Ocean is the biggest source of tuna catches for the EU fleet (mostly Yellowfin and 
Bigeye tuna). However, catches of the EU fleet here only account for 8,9% of the total annual 
catches. The Republic of Mauritius, located in the south-western part of the Indian Ocean 
(population 1.27 million), has a maritime zone extending for 2.3 million km2 and an Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) of 1.86 million km2. There is also an additional 400 000 km2 co-
managed with the Seychelles since 2011. The fisheries sector employs some 22 000 people, 
working directly and indirectly, with the majority operating in the fish processing sector 
contributing to the development of local communities. Approximately 2 000 artisanal fishers 
are estimated to be involved in the small-scale sector. The country seeks to achieve inter alia 
long-term sustainability of fisheries resources, rehabilitation of the marine environment, and 
development of small-scale aquaculture. 

The Fisheries Partnership Agreement (FPA) signed by the European Union and Mauritius on 
21 December 2013 entered into force on 28 January 2014, for a period of 6 years, tacitly 
renewable for additional periods of 3 years. The last fisheries Protocol covered the period until 
7 December 2021. 

On 28 September 2021, the Council adopted a decision authorising the European Commission 
to open negotiations for a new Protocol to the FPA EU-Mauritius with the option of a limited 
prolongation of the current Protocol to avoid interruption of the fishing activities. When tourism 
collapsed, the country's economy relied on the activities of the tuna vessels, which continued 
to maintain their fishing and supply the local canneries despite the global crisis.

Due to the restrictions from the COVID-19 pandemic and the complex nature of the 
negotiations, both parties  agreed to extend the Protocol 2017-2021 for a maximum period of 
six months, in line with the said Council decision. The extension was established by way of an 
Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters, which was initialled on 6 December 2021. 
Therefore, this extension is important to help guarantee the necessary time for the new 
agreement to be prepared by continuing to provide fishing opportunities to the EU long distance 
fleet in the waters of Mauritius.

The Fisheries Partnership Agreement with Mauritius allows the EU fleet to fish in the waters 
of Mauritius for tuna and tuna-like species, for annual fishing opportunities of 4 000 tonnes  for 
40 tuna seiners,  45 surface long liners and a maximum of 20 supply vessels. This agreement is 
important for the EU tuna fleet in the Indian Ocean and allows to strengthen the relationship 
between EU and Mauritius. This extension would adjust the fishing opportunities accordingly, 
i.e. to 2 000 tonnes and an EU financial contribution of EUR 287 500 of which EUR 177 500 
earmarked for the development of Mauritius’ sectoral fisheries policy. 

Position of the Rapporteur 

The implementation of the FPA over the past years has been satisfactory and the Protocol is 
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found to be relevant for the key stakeholders involved. The ex post evaluation revealed that in 
the 2018-2020 period, fishing opportunities were used by an annual average of 45 vessels (27 
tuna purse seiners and 18 small-scale surface liners) based in La Réunion. For EU tuna purse 
seiners, 100% of the EU fleet active in the Indian Ocean used fishing opportunities in the 
Mauritius waters. The Mauritian cannery industry processes, annually, around 500 000 tonnes 
of tuna caught by the EU fleet in all the Indian Ocean, much more than the average of 3 500 
tonnes caught annually in the Mauritian waters. This industry employs about 4 000 people, of 
which 67% are women. The Rapporteur believes that specific attention to the role of women in 
the fisheries sector must be a priority for the implementation of sectoral support.

The Rapporteur believes that the agreement also enables the European Union and the Republic 
of Mauritius to continue working more closely together on promoting sound exploitation of 
fishery resources in Mauritius waters and to support Mauritius to develop its fisheries sector, in 
the interests of both parties. It also facilitates the continuous cooperation with Mauritius as a 
strategic partner for alliance building and EU positioning in the region and in particular at the 
IOTC.

As for the monetary contribution of the EU for sectoral support to fisheries, the main activities 
consisted in monitoring, control and surveillance, scientific research and support to national 
fisheries management. It also contributed to the acquisition of 50 new artisanal fishing vessels 
making progress in the implementation of the agreement at sectoral and local level.

In view of the strategic importance of the FPA with Mauritius for the EU fishing fleet operating 
in the Indian Ocean and in order to ensure the continuation of operations until the newly 
negotiated new Protocol will be signed and subsequently put for the approval of the European 
Parliament, the Rapporteur supports the extension of the current Protocol by six months under 
the same terms and conditions (pro rata temporis).


