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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Petitions calls on the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Draws attention to the fact that gaps in the implementation of the existing principle of 

equal treatment of people with disabilities are regularly brought to the attention of the 

Committee on Petitions by the citizens concerned; 

2. Points out that in 2007 a petition with 1 364 984 signatures was submitted to the 

Commission calling for people with disabilities to be given extensive protection in all 

European Union policies and that the Commission has so far failed to take due account of 

this legitimate initiative; 

3. Stresses the fact that the inclusion of people with disabilities is essential for the 

achievement of the goals of the European Disability Strategy 2010-2020; 

4. Calls for a definition of disability to be provided to serve as a point of reference for 

Member States; 

5. Points out that the petitioners encounter many barriers to normal use of the education 

system and access to insurance, and draws attention to the lack of public transport 

facilities and the lack of harmonisation within the EU of the scales used to determine the 

degree of disability, which can frequently lead to social exclusion; 

6. Calls for types of disability to be classified according to their severity, so that appropriate 

solutions can be found throughout the period of education and professional life; 

7. Draws attention to the great number of petitions concerning people suffering from 

multiple sclerosis and incapacitating degenerative diseases in general; calls on the 

Commission to define a relevant strategy providing for specific actions in the field of 

research, prevention, assistance and care; 

8. Emphasises the importance of implementing affordable disability-related actions and 

strategies at both national and EU level with full respect for the rights of citizens and 

residents of the Union, as enshrined in Article 26 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of 

the European Union, concerning the integration of persons with disabilities; 

9. Stresses the need for comprehensive anti-discrimination laws and the urgent need for the 

adoption of the directive against all forms of discrimination to resume its passage through 

Parliament; emphasises the importance of awareness-raising campaigns about the risk of 

discrimination against the disabled in all walks of life and notably in the work 

environment; 

10. Recommends that the Member States develop sheltered workshops, mainly by means of 

tax and social security exemptions, and that contracts be introduced tailored to the 

situation of disabled people; 
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11. Stresses the need to change the general perception of people with disabilities within 

society in order to promote social inclusion; 

12. Stresses that the public authorities have a duty to identify and eliminate obstacles and 

barriers restricting access by the disabled to facilities and services available to the public 

at large, including transport, public institutions and places, public education and 

information, using means of communication appropriate to the type of disability 

concerned and without delays or extra costs; 

13. Underlines the need to improve the compliance of public websites with web accessibility 

standards and promote the compliance of private websites with those standards, as well as 

the need to ensure more subtitled and audio-described television programmes; 

14. Underlines the importance of overcoming problems relating to intra-EU mobility by 

facilitating and promoting the use of the European disability parking card and by taking 

the necessary steps towards the introduction of a common European ID card for people 

with disabilities; 

15. Stresses the importance of making professional activity possible for people with 

disabilities, without forgetting those who may need to suspend their employment for 

certain periods owing to the nature of their illness or disease, and underlines the 

importance of flexicurity and lifelong learning; 

16. Recommends that the Member States set up special contact points where disabled people 

and their families can obtain the information and administrative advice they need; 

17. States that children with disabilities need to be both integrated appropriately into the 

general education system and provided with individual support in the best interests of the 

child; supports possible initiatives for education and training for children with disabilities 

under the Youth on the Move initiative as well as under the future European Youth 

Programme post-2013; 

18. Considers that the participation of people with disabilities in the Lifelong Learning 

programme should be facilitated and promoted; 

19. Emphasises that people with disabilities need to have access to effective social protection 

systems and poverty reduction programmes in order to avoid social exclusion and 

isolation; 

20. Stresses that structural reforms to disability benefits and disability pension systems may 

be necessary in order to promote social inclusion and prevent poverty often burdening the 

life of disabled people and their families; 

21. Stresses the need to ensure that people with disabilities enjoy equal access to healthcare 

and rehabilitation services geared to their special needs. 
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