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Subject: Petition No 0490/2017 by Sergio Ianni (Italian) on the legalisation of 

circulation of electric vehicles on roads 

1. Summary of petition 

The petitioner is seeking legislative changes to authorise the circulation on roads of electric 

vehicles such as electric scooters, electric skateboards and longboards, electric segways, 

monowheels and hoverboards, under certain conditions (maximum speed of 30 km/h, user 

must be at least 16 years old, mandatory helmet). The petitioner also suggests that insurance 

should not be made compulsory, given the difficulty to insure vehicles such as skateboards or 

longboards. He claims that this would facilitate the circulation of people with disabilities, and 

decrease CO2 emissions, noise pollution and traffic conditions in major cities. 

2. Admissibility 

Declared admissible on 14 September 2017. Information requested from Commission under 

Rule 216(6). 

3. Commission reply, received on 28 March 2018 

Self-balancing vehicles such as electric skateboards, segways, hoverboards, monowheels and 

alike are excluded from the applicability of Regulation (EU) No 168/2013 on the approval 

and market surveillance of two- or three-wheel vehicles and quadricycles (L-category 

vehicles). The main reason for excluding self-balancing vehicles from the type-approval 

legislation is that they are equipped with different technology than L-category vehicle types. 

Self-balancing vehicles are however subject to the Machinery Directive 2006/42/EC which 

sets out harmonised requirements related to the safety aspects of their design, manufacture 

and placing on the market. Machinery Directive's harmonised rules do not cover insurance 

aspects.  

 

As regards the insurance aspects, under the Motor Insurance Directive (2009/103/EC), motor 
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vehicles are subject to compulsory third party liability insurance1. The vehicles mentioned in 

the petition can well fall within the definition of a "motor vehicle"2, in which case they are, 

by default, required to take third party liability insurance policies. Even in this case, the 

Member States are authorised to exempt these vehicles from insurance obligation, but any 

injuries or damages caused by these vehicles must be compensated by a compensation body3. 

The Commission is currently working on the evaluation of the Motor Insurance Directive and 

in this context it is also looking at whether the types of vehicles that are in its scope should 

remain there or not. 

 

Conclusion 

 

While safety rules for the design and manufacture of self-balancing scooters are harmonised 

at EU level, the rules on the approval of these vehicles for road circulation are established at 

national level. The Commission has no evidence that their circulation on public roads, and 

other related aspects, should be dealt with at EU level.  

 

As regards the insurance aspect of the matter, the Commission will continue its work on the 

evaluation of the Motor Insurance Directive as to whether any specific action to clarify the 

existing legal framework is necessary. 

 

                                                 
1 Third party liability policy is a policy that covers liability of the "owner of the" vehicle towards parties whom 

the vehicle caused personal injury or material damage, but not his own injuries and damages. 

2 ‘vehicle’ means any motor vehicle intended for travel on land and propelled by mechanical power, but not 

running on rails, and any trailer, whether or not coupled 

3 The role of the compensation body is to compensated victims of accidents involving uninsured or untraced 

drivers. 


