
CM\1204942EN.docx PE652.256v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

European Parliament
2019-2024

Committee on Petitions

11.5.2020

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0690/2019 by Luis Omana García (Spanish) regarding 
discrimination based on nationality in connection with tax concessions for a 
first home in Italy

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, a Spanish national resident in Belgium, complains that he is unable to benefit 
from Italian legal provisions regarding a reduction in stamp duty for Italian expatriates seeking 
to purchase a ‘first home’ in Italy. He argues that this is a clear case of discrimination, given 
that he and his partner, who already share a family home in Belgium, are now seeking to 
purchase a house in Italy. While his partner is entitled to the preferential rate of stamp duty, 
he himself is not and is required to pay the full amount.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 10 December 2019. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 216(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 11 May 2020

The Commission’s observations

The Commission is aware of the problem highlighted by the petitioner. 

Italy allows, under certain conditions, the application of a reduced registration tax on the 
transfer of immovable properties. The conditions that have to be satisfied are slightly different 
for Italian citizens compared to other citizens. The Commission believes that such conditions 
are not in line with the Treaty principles and, in particular, with the freedom of movement of 
capitals.
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Conclusion

The Commission has started an infringement procedure against Italy and a reasoned opinion 
has been sent to the Italian authorities. The analysis of the arguments put forward by the Italian 
authorities in their reply to the reasoned opinion has not dispelled the doubts regarding 
compliance with the European Union law on the conditions at stake. 

Thus, the Commission has decided to put forward the case and to lodge an application with the 
Court of Justice of the European Union.


