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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0867/2019 by R. P. C. (Spanish) on the large-scale felling of trees 
in the city of Vigo under a sustainable urban development strategy

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains that a project launched as part of a call for proposals for sustainable 
urban development strategy co-financed under the ERDF operational programme for 
sustainable growth 2014-2020 provides for the large-scale felling of sizeable trees which are 
older than 70 years (13 lime and 41 chestnut trees) and the relocation and subsequent replanting 
of 29 orange and 45 camellia trees, which have formed part of the Gran Vía and its surroundings 
for more than 40 years. He contends that the authorities’ actions are in breach of the criteria and 
objectives set out for the call for proposals and calls for the project to be suspended and for the 
Commission to launch an investigation.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 15 January 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 26 May 2020

The petition 

The petition raises the issue of the alignment of a European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF) co-financed project (under the Sustainable Urban Development Strategy of the city of 
Vigo) with the objectives and criteria set out in the call for proposals. The project objective is 
to facilitate and increase pedestrian mobility through the installation of mechanical stairs along 
the Gran Via, but according to the petitioner, its implementation rests on a large-scale felling 
of sizeable trees, which are older than 70 years (13 lime and 41 chestnut trees) and the relocation 
and subsequent replanting of 29 orange and 45 camellia trees.
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The petitioner requests the suspension of the co-financing and urges the Commission to open 
an investigation on compliance and, where appropriate, to initiate a disciplinary case for the 
environmental damage caused.

The Commission’s observations 

After consulting the ERDF management authority in Spain, the Commission has gathered the 
following observations:

The project “Rehabilitation and transformation of the urban contour of Gran Vía” includes a 
risk analysis of several tree specimens prepared by a collegiate agronomist1. This report 
determines the risk index for each tree specimen. Trees between 40-50 years old were assessed 
using an advanced methodology based on biomechanics, dendro-statics and risk potential. The 
report recommends the cutting down of some trees and the transplanting of others into a 
landscaped area. The Commission has no elements to determine that the report has not gathered 
sufficient and reliable evidence about the trees’ health conditions. Based on that report, by 
November 2019 local authorities had cut down 19 Indian chestnut trees and five lime trees, as 
all of them presented diseases and different stages of rot, fungi and cavities. Likewise, they 
transferred 29 camellias and 15 bitter orange trees. The project report and the technical 
assessment carried out by the Head of Projects Coordination Office, Technical Inspection of 
Works and Municipal Assistance consider the possibility of replantation under the same 
operation. The technical assessment verified the compliance and conformity of logging and 
transfer process with environmental regulations.

Cities are responsible for the selection and monitoring of operations under the Sustainable 
Urban Development (SUD)2. It is for the ERDF management authority (Ministry of Finance) 
to verify that the cities implement co-financed projects in line with applicable law, with the 
SUD strategy required by the applicable legislation3, with the relevant operational programme 
(in this case the multiregional programme Spain) and with the conditions for support of the 
operation4. The national audit authority verifies the functioning of the management and control 
system and the regularity of expenditure declared. The managing authority has not 
communicated any irregularity to the Commission affecting the project referred to in the 
petition.

The Commission carries out its own audits and, in case of irregularities, requests the Member 
State to take the necessary corrective measures including financial corrections. The 
Commission did not audit the project referred to in the petition. 

Conclusion

There are no elements to conclude that the authorities’ actions are in breach of the call for 

1 The report is included in Annex 8 “Ecological, aesthetic and landscape management” of the project document. 
Report title: “Risk analysis report of several tree specimens of Gran Vía Avenue, in its section between Urzaiz 
road and Nicaragua road”.
2 Sustainable Urban Development, as defined in Regulation (EU) No 1301/2013 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 17 December 2013 on the European Regional Development Fund and on specific provisions 
concerning the Investment for growth and jobs goal and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1080/2006, OJ L 347, 
20.12.2013, p. 289–302, Article 7(3).
3 Regulation (EU) N. 1301/2013, Article 7(1) and (5).
4 Regulation (EU) N. 1303/2013, Article 125(4)(a). 
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proposals, or of relevant environmental legislation. Therefore, the Commission does not 
envisage under the current circumstances to take measure with regard to the project.


