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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0264/2019 by K. Z. (Polish), on behalf of Rada Miejska 
(municipality) in Brzozów, bearing 247 signatures, on financial support for 
road building

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner describes the poor state of roads in rural areas in his region and outlines the 
problems this is causing with regard to safety and the development of small towns. The 
petitioner maintains that the EU-funded ‘Integrated Support’ set aside for the period 2014-
2020 is not reaching the municipality concerned, and reports that appeals lodged on the matter 
with the local, regional and national authorities have not yielded any results. The petitioner 
calls for the allocation of financial aid for road building in his region, citing as an example the 
funds allocated from the EU Solidarity Fund in the wake of a natural disaster in 2017.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 26 June 2019. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 24 June 2020

As regards the European Structural and Investment Funds assistance in the 2014-2020 period, 
the priority in the area of road transport consists in continuing actions aiming at establishing a 
single, coherent Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) (roads with high traffic capacity) 
connecting the main centres of economic activity in the country (voivodeship centres) with one 
another, as well as with urban centres. Moreover, investments should not cover restoration 
works and they will not focus on maintaining the existing infrastructure. 

According to the Partnership Agreement between the Commission and Poland, investments in 
local roads (gmina and poviat) from the European Regional Development Fund are possible 
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only if:

- such investments will contribute to physical, economic and social revitalisation and 
regeneration of urban areas or urban functional areas (as one of the elements of a local 
revitalisation plan); or

- they are related to sustainable urban mobility (as one of the elements of an urban 
mobility plan, low carbon plan or a strategy for Integrated Territorial Investments); or

- they will establish necessary direct connections with the TEN‐T network, border 
crossing points, airports, seaports, freight terminals, logistic centres and platforms. 

The scope of intervention for which the petitioner is seeking financing does not come under 
those categories.

Moreover, the petitioner mentions support from Integrated Territorial Instruments (ITI). This 
tool provides support for so-called “functional areas”. In the case of the Podkarpackie region, 
there is only one functional area set up within the framework of cohesion policy 2014-2020, 
the ITI Rzeszów. This functional area does not cover the municipality of Brzozów. Moreover, 
the investments supported under the ITI mechanism have to be in line with the strategy for 
development of functional areas in the region and the general objectives of the cohesion policy 
framework – which as mentioned above does not support local roads. 

The Podkarpackie region to which the petitioner refers has not received support from the EU 
Solidarity Fund (EUSF). In any case, EUSF intervention is limited to repairing damage caused 
by a disaster to the Member State before the event. EUSF does not support improvement of 
roads or the construction of new ones. 

Conclusion

The Commission does not manage directly the cohesion policy budget. Implementation of 
European Structural and Investment Funds is based on the shared management principle and 
it is the Member State that is responsible for the selection of projects. The type of investments 
for which the petitioner seeks a source of financing does not come under the scope of support 
included in the current operational programmes in Poland.


