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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0598/2019 by D.W. (Irish) on objections to an EU-funded 
helicopter service in the UK

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner objects to the EU RDF support to the resurrection of the helicopter service 
between Penzance, Cornwall UK, and the Isles of Scilly, Cornwall UK. The petitioner points 
out that that the previous service had been closed due to lack of economic viability and 
considers that the new one is unwarranted, as there are already ship and fixed-wing services 
currently operating. The petitioner is concerned about the health and environmental impact of 
the new project.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 14 November 2019. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 24 June 2020

The petition relates to the operation “PZ Heliport Multi Modal Hub” co-financed from the 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF_ under the 2014-2020 England ERDP 
Operational Programme (OP), CCI 2014UK16RFOP001, under priority axis 7 (Less developed 
region). 

The project intends to develop and build a multi modal transport hub in Penzance consisting of 
a heliport, parking and electric vehicle (EV) charging points. 

The beneficiary/ project owner is “Penzance Heliport Ltd”, a non-trading company formed 
specifically for the building of the heliport. It has one share held by an individual who heads 
the Dorrien-Smith/ Tresco Estate.
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The project implementation period is 1/8/2018 – 1/8/2021. 

The total costs amount to GBP 4,309,508 with a contribution from the ERDF of maximum GBP 
1,866,018 (i.e. 43.3%). 

The operation is located in Penzance, in the region of Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, England, 
United Kingdom – see map.

The regional authorities of Cornwall have provided extensive documentation on the project 
application and the project assessment, including the planning permission from the Cornwall 
Council.

Based on the above-mentioned elements, the Commission considers that: 

- the new heliport will enable operators to resume a helicopter transport link between 
Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. Whilst helicopters may not be the most fuel-efficient 
means of transport, the reasons for the use of helicopters in this instance appear well 
founded. Indeed, in the past, a helicopter service operated for over 40 years; the 
projected link clearly fills a gap;

- the operation is supported by EU structural funds through the England operational 
programme. Structural fund programmes are implemented under shared management, 
whereby the Member State is responsible for the selection of operations in line with the 
relevant regulations and the operational programme (OP). The Commission has no 
information that would give it reason to doubt the validity of the selection process of 
the England OP;
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- the Commission has not found evidence to sustain the petitioner’s assessment that the 
helicopter service is very likely to fail. The previous service did not stop due to lack of 
economic viability, but rather because its intended modernisation and relocation to a 
new site was impeded by the legal challenge instigated by a supermarket chain against 
the arrival of a competitor on the old site that would be vacated;

- the Commission understands that the new heliport site is the subject of a 40-year lease, 
so there do not seem to be any grounds to suspect the operation is a cynical land-grab. 
The new location is, in fact, adjacent to the old one which is now a commercial site 
occupied by a supermarket and other activities, very close to the railway and the A30 
motorway;

- linking the operation to anti-EU sentiment and Brexit would appear inappropriate. It 
appears that the initiative to re-establish the helicopter service has very substantial 
public support. One party not happy with the project is the Isles of Scilly Steamship 
Company, which at present owns all air and sea, passenger and freight transport means 
between the Isles of Scilly and the United Kingdom mainland. This position is often 
blamed for high year-on-year fare increases. There have been various local attempts to 
create competition, but as yet none have succeeded (see web articles below);

- lastly, the Commission has neither received nor seen evidence to support the claims on 
noise and pollution created by the proposed flights. The heliport is very close to the 
seaside, and the flights will take the shortest route over land.

See also extracts from web articles in annex, and relevant links:

- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penzance_Heliport 

- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isles_of_Scilly

- https://penzanceheliport.co.uk/

Conclusion

The operation has been selected in accordance with the principles and rules governing EU 
structural funds and it has received the necessary permits from the relevant national authorities. 
In addition, the project was subject to a legal challenge by the incumbent Isles of Scilly 
Steamship Company and the decision was upheld during the judicial review.

The Commission considers that the petition does not provide elements to suggest that EU 
support would be unjustified or not legal and regular. The Commission therefore does not 
consider for further action is necessary regarding this petition.
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