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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0920/2019 by A.D. (Lithuanian) on the refurbishment of the 
Klaipéda’s musical theatre (Lithuania)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls for a halt to the refurbishment of the Klaipéda’s musical theatre as the 
project is not well reflected and does not respect the historic heritage of the city of Klaipéda. 
The petitioner also refers to the failure to inquire with the public on the project and the non- 
transparency of the process. The petitioner further claims that EU-funds have been used to 
establish the refurbishment project.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 31 January 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 24 June 2020

The petitioner refers to the reconstruction of the Klaipėda music theatre, which is partly funded 
by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) through the 2014-2020 multi-fund 
operational programme for Lithuania. The project is planned to be completed in 2022 for a total 
project value of EUR 29 million, and the grant agreement for the EUR 8 million from the ERDF 
for part of the reconstruction of the theatre (reconstruction of the building, equipment for small 
and large halls, furniture) was signed in January 2020.

The petitioner is asking for consideration of their request to stop reconstruction of the Klaipėda 
music theatre, and also asking for measures to be taken to protect the public interest in relation 
to the preservation of the landscape of Klaipėda’s old town. 

Operational programmes that are partly funded by European Structural Funds (in this case  the 
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ERDF) are run under the principle of shared management with the Member States, whose 
authorities are responsible for implementation, and for observance of all applicable national 
and Union legislation. This includes necessary environmental assessments and observance of 
laws on construction, building codes, design standards and other legislation regulating design 
and construction.

The Lithuanian managing authority (MA) has informed the Commission that in the preparation 
of this investment project, the alternatives of overhaul or reconstruction of the theatre had been 
taken into account. After assessment of the socio-economic benefits, including urban estimates 
showing that a new, modernised architectural construction matching the surroundings would 
increase the attractiveness of the area, the alternative of the theatre reconstruction was selected. 

The MA has confirmed that the project is being carried out in full respect of all legislation (in 
fact, the petitioner is not claiming otherwise). The MA also informed the Commission that the 
documentation of the theatre reconstruction project was prepared in accordance with the 
requirements set in legal acts, and that the public was repeatedly informed about the project. 
The theatre reconstruction vision was presented and a public presentation of the project was 
held, and opportunities to express opinions and ask questions were created, as required by 
legislation in force.

The petitioner does not make an allegation, or provide any evidence, that there has been a breach 
of national or Union legislation. The petitioner’s suggestion to stop the project, and to demolish 
everything and build a smaller community centre, while the music theatre would be built at the 
Laivitės site near the lagoon, is considered unfeasible at this point in time by the MA, as the 
MA estimates that 40% of the reconstruction work has already been carried out. 

Conclusion

Based on the above, the Commission cannot identify any infringement of EU legislation, and does 
not envisage thus to take any measure concerning this project.


