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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0269/2020 by Jonathan Beedell (British) on help to protect the 
residents and asylum seekers from Covid-19 in the Aegean islands

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls on the EU to do much more to protect refugees and asylum seekers in the 
Aegean islands. In particular, he insist that EU countries each take a fair share of child refugees 
and urgently implement the necessary health measures to protect the safety, health, security and 
rights of all those in the camps, as well as local residents, and prevent the spread of diseases, 
including Covid-19.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 16 April 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 24 June 2020

The Commission has called upon Member States to take part in the relocation of 
unaccompanied minors (and possibly also minors with severe medical conditions with their 
families) from Greece. So far, 11 Member States (Belgium, Bulgaria, France, Croatia, Finland, 
Germany, Ireland, Portugal, Luxembourg, Lithuania, Slovenia) and Switzerland have expressed 
their willingness to participate, with pledges reaching 1,600 places. 

The Commission will financially support these relocations, and is encouraging more Member 
States to participate. Transfers to Luxembourg (12) and Germany (47) already took place on 15 
and 18 April 2020, and further transfers are expected in the coming months. 

Following the spread of the coronavirus pandemic, the Commission agreed with the Greek 
authorities an emergency response plan to deal with a potential outbreak of the coronavirus on 
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the islands and in mainland camps. 

The transfer of vulnerable persons from camps on the islands to hotels on the islands or the 
mainland, to apartments, or to open reception facilities is a priority of this plan. The transfers 
of around 2,000 persons have already started with the Commission’s support. The Commission 
is supporting the Greek authorities in their efforts to find or create additional accommodation 
for these vulnerable persons. 

Preventive measures already in place include thorough health checks of everyone who arrives 
on the islands and quarantine if necessary, restriction of entry and exit from the reception and 
identification centres, awareness-raising among residents, and prohibition of gatherings. 

In parallel, the Commission is providing extensive support to Greece to improve health care 
provision on the islands, through funding of deployments of doctors and other medical staff in 
the hotspots and of a substantial amount of medical equipment. 

To this end, the Commission and the Greek authorities work closely with the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, with the International Organization for Migration as well as 
with non-governmental organisations. 

Moreover, on 2 March 2020 and 16 April 2020, Greece activated the Union Civil Protection 
Mechanism. Member and Participating States subsequently offered over 90,000 items of 
material assistance in the areas of mobility, health, sanitation and shelter.

Conclusion

The Commission will continue to oversee and financially support voluntary relocations from 
Greece. The Commission will also continue to financially support preventive measures taken 
by the Greek authorities in relation to the coronavirus, and is in regular contact with the Greek 
authorities regarding the implementation of the emergency response plan.


