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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0348/2020 by P. C. (Portuguese) on European solidarity to face 
the decease COVID19 between the Member States

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner want to ask all Europeans Members States to strongly help all the MS in this 
crisis (Covid-19). Europe, must take advantage and relaunch the Union otherwise, the European 
spirit will fade. He asks the leaders to have strong positions of unity and support for weak 
members.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 16 April 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 24 June 2020

The Commission recognises that the coronavirus pandemic is a major shock to the European 
and global economies. We have a collective responsibility to mobilise all the tools at our 
disposal to respond to the Covid-19 outbreak. To deliver, the Union needs to act with urgency, 
solidarity and audacity. The Commission is working on all fronts to contain the spread of the 
coronavirus, support national health systems, protect and save lives, and counter the socio-
economic impacts of the pandemic with historically unprecedented measures at both national 
and EU level. It is taking resolute action to a common European response to the pandemic, 
mobilising all means at its disposal to help Member States coordinate their national strategies.

The Commission President has established a coronavirus response team at political level to 
coordinate the Commission’s response to the pandemic. Saving lives and protecting Europeans 
from the coronavirus has been the number one priority of the Commission. National measures 
must pursue the primary objective of health protection in a spirit of European solidarity and 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/health/coronavirus-response/european-commissions-action-coronavirus_en
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cooperation. The Commission is taking the necessary steps to ensure adequate supply of 
protective equipment and medicines across Europe. For instance, it has set up the first ever 
common European reserve of medical equipment to help Member States face the coronavirus 
pandemic, with a total budget of EUR 380 million. From this RescEU stockpile, already 
330,300 masks have now been delivered to Italy, Spain and Croatia. More deliveries will 
follow. In parallel, it has also launched four joint procurements with Member States for the 
purchase of personal protective equipment (PPE), ventilators and laboratory equipment, and 
test kits. The Commission is also deploying its efforts to trace the evolution of the supply and 
demand for protective equipment and establish a clear picture of the EU production capacity 
and step-up possibilities. It notably provided guidance to increase the supply of certain types of 
PPE, such as disposable facemasks to civil protection authorities, even if it is not CE-marked1, 
without compromising health and safety standards.

In addition, to cushion the blow to people’s livelihoods and the economy, the Commission has 
adopted a comprehensive economic response to the outbreak. It applied the maximum 
flexibility of the EU fiscal rules by calling for the Union Institutions to activate, for the first 
time, the general escape clause of the Stability and Growth Pact, and the Finance Minister of 
the Member States responded positively to that call. It has revised its State aid rules to allow 
Member States to provide direct support to the most severely affected enterprises. In parallel to 
these macroeconomic measures and in order to immediately help the most affected businesses, 
the EU budget will deploy its existing instruments to provide liquidity support, in addition to 
national measures. For example, the Commission has adopted investment initiatives worth EUR 
37 billion with the objective of supporting the health sector, mitigating the impact on the labour 
market and providing liquidity to small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in all relevant 
sectors. EUR 1 billion from the EU budget will also be reallocated as a guarantee to the 
European Investment Fund to encourage banks to provide liquidity to SMEs and mid-caps. This 
measure will allow at least 100,000 of them access to funding amounting to around EUR 8 
billion. The Commission has also proposed a Regulation that will create temporary Support to 
mitigate unemployment risks in an emergency – the SURE initiative2 – to help people keep 
their job during the crisis. Adopted by the Council on 19 May 2020, SURE will provide funding 
to Member States of up to EUR 100 billion by covering part of the costs related to the creation 
or extension of national short-time work schemes.

With all the measures taken, the total amount mobilised so far is around EUR 3.4 trillion.

In parallel, the Commission has also worked tirelessly in the past weeks to ensure that goods 
and cross-border workers can continue to move across the EU to keep hospitals functioning, 
factories running and shop shelves stocked. Ensuring solidarity and functioning of the Single 
Market is key to this crisis. For instance, the Commission proposed green lanes to allow cargo 
trucks to get through border controls quickly. The Commission issued guidance inviting 
Member States to support air cargo operations during the coronavirus crisis in order to keep 
essential transport flows moving, including medical supplies and personnel. At the same time, 
to address challenges faced by the mobility sector, the EU has agreed on legislation to 
temporarily alleviate airlines from their slot usage obligations under EU law. Additional support 
measures for the tourism sector will be issued shortly. Furthermore, in addition to measures 
already taken and the regular monitoring done, the Commission has established, jointly with 

1 CE marking is a certification mark that indicates conformity with health, safety, and environmental protection 
standards for products sold within the European Economic Area.
2 COM(2020) 139 final.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/eu_coronavirus_response.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_499
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_496
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the Member States, the Single Market Enforcement Task-Force, with the aim to strengthen 
cooperation on the enforcement of Single Market rules. The Commission is also collaborating 
with national authorities, industry representatives and cluster organisations, to monitor and 
evaluate the impact on European industries and, for instance, detecting potential disruptions 
and finding potential supply chain management solutions, as well as identifying matches, and 
prioritising and channelling emergency support funding.

Conclusion

The Commission is acting on its conviction that the only effective solution to the crisis in 
Europe is one based on cooperation, flexibility and, above all, solidarity. The situation is 
evolving fast and the Commission stands ready to take all necessary additional measures within 
its mandate to counter the immediate consequences of the pandemic and prepare for the future. 
On 21 April 2020, the Commission and the President of the European Council, in consultation 
with Member States3, have put forward a European roadmap for recovery, preparing the ground 
for a comprehensive recovery plan and unprecedented investment. It states that the EU recovery 
plan must be “based on solidarity, cohesion and convergence”. As invited by the members of 
the European Council4, the Commission, guided by those principles, will present an action plan 
with a view to return to “a normal functioning of our societies and economies and to sustainable 
growth, integrating inter alia the green transition and the digital transformation, and drawing 
all lessons from the crisis”.

3 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/43384/roadmap-for-recovery-final-21-04-2020.pdf 
4 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/43076/26-vc-euco-statement-en.pdf 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/european-roadmap-lifting-coronavirus-containment-measures_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/43384/roadmap-for-recovery-final-21-04-2020.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/43076/26-vc-euco-statement-en.pdf

