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Subject: Petition No 0334/2020 by María Cristina Cores (Spanish) on how the 
European Union has reacted to the COVID-19 outbreak

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, after mentioning the different international, European and Spanish legislation 
related to fundamental rights where the right to health is stated and guaranteed, requests the 
European Union to inform what has the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
done in relation to COVID-19. The petitioner specifically requests what reports and indications 
has the ECDPC given to Spain and when did it give them. The petitioner wonders whether the 
European Union has failed to react.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 16 April 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 24 July 2020

The Commission is mobilising all means at its disposal to support Member States in tackling 
the current coronavirus pandemic. The protection of EU citizens is its first priority.

While Member States are in the front line, the Commission plays a key coordination role and 
issues recommendations for a common course of action in many areas, including public health, 
transport, border controls, internal market and trade.  In accordance with Article 168 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, in matters of public health, Member States 
remain responsible for the organisation and delivery of healthcare while Union action, which 
shall complement national policies, shall be directed towards improving public health, covering 
the fight against major scourges by promoting research into their causes, their transmission and 
their prevention, as well as health information and education, and monitoring, early warning of 
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and combating serious cross-border threats to health.

The Commission is coordinating a common European response to the coronavirus outbreak. 
The Commission posted the first alert notification to all Member States regarding COVID-19 
(at the time called “cases of pneumonia of unknown aetiology in Wuhan, China” on the EU 
Early Warning and Response System (EWRS) on 9 January 2020. Since then, more than 1,000 
notifications have been exchanged on that system from all Member States, the United Kingdom 
and Switzerland.

The Commission convened the first meeting of the EU Health Security Committee (HSC) 
dedicated to COVID-19 as early as 17 January 2020. There have been by now more than 20 
meetings of the HSC on the coordination of response to the COVID-19 pandemic1. All Member 
States and the United Kingdom are members of the HSC. In addition, information and 
coordination among the Member States also takes place in the regular teleconferences 
established between EU Commissioners and EU Health Ministers as well as under the 
Integrated Political Coordination Response arrangements led by the Council.

In terms of risk assessment, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 
issued its first risk assessment on COVID-19 on 17 January 2020. Up until now, ECDC has 
produced nine updates of the rapid risk assessment, as the situation evolves. All of them have 
been circulated to the HSC and are publicly available on ECDC’s website, together with a 
wealth of other information on the epidemiological situation, numerous guidelines on infection 
prevention and control, leaflets, technical documents, etc.2. Furthermore, all technical 
documents produced and available on the ECDC website are sent to the national coordinators. 
Since 2012, a system has been in place with a designated coordinating competent body in each 
Member State: Instituto Nacional de Gestion Sanitaria for Spain.

As the situation has evolved, the Commission has greatly expanded the areas of its active 
support, going beyond public health, to cover transport and tourism, border management, civil 
protection and solidarity, research and innovation, economic measures, digital, emergency 
support and fighting disinformation, to name a few. The Commission’s corporate website on 
COVID-19 offers information on all the initiatives of the Commission to address this 
unprecedented situation, in support of Member States, citizens and businesses3.

A few key examples of most recent initiatives include the activation of the EU Emergency 
Support Instrument4, under which EUR 2.7 billion will be mobilised to purchase items such as 
masks and respirators on behalf of Member States, to support transportation of medical 
equipment and patients in cross-border regions, to support the construction of mobile field 
hospitals to care for COVID-19 patients and to boost the development of vaccines, medication 
and testing methods. The Commission is also advancing an accelerated procedure for joint 
procurement of medical countermeasures, such as masks, goggles, ventilators and testing 
supplies and is currently preparing another one on supplies for intensive care units. A third 
mechanism, rescEU, has created a strategic medical stockpile and distribution mechanism – a 
common European reserve – under the umbrella of the Union Civil Protection Mechanism, with 

1 https://ec.europa.eu/health/hsc_covid19_en
2 https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/covid-19-pandemic
3 https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/health/coronavirus-response_en
4 https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/health/coronavirus-response/emergency-support-instrument_en
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a budget of up to EUR 380 million for the medical stockpile.

The most serious breakthrough will undoubtedly be treatment and vaccination against COVID-
19. The Commission has been at the forefront of supporting research and development related 
to COVID-19, with over EUR 48.5 million invested in 18 new projects under Horizon 2020. 
Those projects aim to improve our understanding of the COVID-19 pandemic through 
epidemiology and data modelling, developing rapid diagnostics, as well as treatments and 
vaccines. In addition, a loan of EUR 75 million was offered by the European Investment Bank 
to CureVac5, an innovative vaccines company with a potential messenger ribonucleic acid 
(RNA)-based vaccine for coronavirus, through the InnovFin financing mechanism (with a 
guarantee provided by the Commission). At the same time, the European Medicines Agency is 
supporting the development of potential therapeutics and vaccines, working with developers to 
provide advice and facilitate EU-wide clinical trials.

The Commission also adopted an EU Strategy for COVID-19 vaccines6 to secure timely and 
equitable access to affordable vaccines for Member States and their population while leading 
the global solidarity effort. 

In order to further support these efforts, on 4 May 2020 the President of the Commission 
moderated the Coronavirus Global Response online pledging event, which resulted in EUR 9.2 
billion in pledges from donors worldwide, including almost EUR 1.1 billion from the EU 
budget. To steer global efforts to accelerate work on vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics with 
universal access, the Commission also proposed a collaborative framework, which would bring 
together industry, researchers, foundations, regulators and international organisations with a 
‘whole-value-chain’ approach: from research to manufacturing and deployment.

Conclusion

The Commission has been at the forefront of the efforts to address the current unprecedented 
situation caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, mobilising all available instruments at EU level 
and creating new ones, to support the efforts of Member States and international partners. The 
challenge has been and continues to be enormous. Throughout, the Commission has put strong 
emphasis on the need for very strong coordination among Member States, borne out of the 
conviction that only through concerted efforts and solidarity can we overcome this. The 
Commission will continue to pursue coordination and a coherent EU response, using all 
available means to protect citizens’ health.

5 https://www.eib.org/fr/projects/pipelines/all/20200248
6 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/communication-eu-strategy-vaccines-covid19_en.pdf
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