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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner considers that the European Parliament should investigate the management of 
the Spanish authorities of the health crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The petitioner 
considers that, despite the fact that the Government of Spain was aware of the serious 
situation in China and Italy at the end of January 2020; it did not adopt any political decision 
that warned Spanish citizens of the risks to public health that could cause the spread of the 
virus. The petitioner insists that he went so far as to minimize the danger by encouraging, 
contrary to scientific and international indications, the concentration of people, such as those 
developed during March 8, 2020, on the International Day of Working Women. The petitioner 
alleges that information was withheld for ideological and political reasons and party interests 
rather than guaranteeing the general interest. The petitioner considers that transparency and 
the right to information of Spanish public opinion in such dramatic circumstances should 
prevail. The petitioner points out that political and social responsibility must be defined and 
the European institutions must ensure the health and physical and moral integrity of their 
citizens.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 29 June 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 31 August 2020

The Commission’s observations 

The Commission is mobilising all means at its disposal to support Member States in tackling 
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the current coronavirus pandemic. The protection of EU citizens is its first priority.

The COVID-19 pandemic is putting an unprecedented stress on Member States’ healthcare 
systems and economies, and solidarity is of the utmost importance in this situation. The 
pandemic is first and foremost an enormous public health challenge with tragic consequences 
in terms of loss of human lives. Even though the EU has limited powers in health matters, it is 
mobilising all available instruments to support Member States in their efforts to stop the spread 
of the virus, manage the risks and deliver a coherent response. 

While Member States have the main responsibility for matters of public health, the Commission 
plays a key coordination role and issues recommendations for a common course of action in 
many areas, including public health, transport, border controls and the continued smooth 
functioning of the internal market. In accordance with Article 168 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union, in matters of public health Member States remain 
responsible for the organisation and delivery of healthcare. Thus, the Commission cannot 
impose on one country, e.g. Spain, how to handle the epidemic domestically, or to apply 
harmonised measures. Instead, the Commission aims to secure the coherence of the response 
across Member States by ensuring coordination and information flow, by issuing common 
guidelines and by supporting the efforts of Member States through the instruments available at 
EU level.

Concerning the current COVID-19 pandemic, the Commission has been proactive from the start 
in ensuring the rapid exchange of information and coordination of response among Member 
States ever since early January 2020, mobilising the structures and mechanisms available for 
reaction to cross-border health threats, namely those pursuant to Decision (EU) 1082/20131 on 
serious cross-border threats to health. Thus, the Commission posted the first alert notification 
to all Member States regarding COVID-19 on the EU Early Warning and Response System on 
9 January 2020. Since then, more than 1,000 notifications have been exchanged on that system 
from all Member States, the United Kingdom and Switzerland.

The Commission convened the first meeting dedicated to COVID-19 of the EU Health Security 
Committee – the chief committee dealing with cross-border health threats – as early as 17 
January 2020. There have been by now more than 20 meetings of the Committee on the 
coordination of response to the COVID-19 pandemic2. All Member States are members of the 
Health Security Committee. In addition, information and coordination among Member States 
also takes place in the regular teleconferences established between EU Commissioners and EU 
Health Ministers as well as under the Integrated Political Coordination Response arrangements 
led by the Council.

In terms of risk assessment, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 
issued its first risk assessment on COVID-19 on 17 January 2020. Up until now, as of early 
June 2020, the ECDC has produced nine updates of the rapid risk assessment, as the situation 
evolves. All of them have been circulated to the Health Security Committee and are publicly 
available on the ECDC’s website, together with a wealth of other information on the 
epidemiological situation, numerous guidelines on infection prevention and control, leaflets, 

1 Decision No 1082/2013/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 October 2013 on serious cross-
border threats to health and repealing Decision No 2119/98/EC Text with EEA relevance, OJ L 293, 5.11.2013, p. 
1–15.
2 https://ec.europa.eu/health/hsc_covid19_en

https://ec.europa.eu/health/hsc_covid19_en
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technical documents, etc.3. Furthermore, all technical documents produced and available on the 
ECDC website are sent to the national coordinators. Since 2012, a system is in place with a 
designated coordinating competent body in each Member State: Instituto Nacional de Gestion 
Sanitaria for Spain.

As the situation has evolved, the Commission has greatly expanded the areas of its active 
support, going beyond public health, to cover transport and tourism, border management, civil 
protection and solidarity, research and innovation, economic measures, digital, emergency 
support and fighting disinformation, to name a few. The Commission’s corporate website on 
COVID-19 offers information on all the initiatives of the Commission to address this 
unprecedented situation, in support of Member States, citizens and businesses4.

A few key examples of most recent initiatives include the EU Emergency Support Instrument 
for coronavirus crisis response5, under which EUR 2.7 billion will be mobilised to purchase 
items such as masks and respirators, to support transportation of medical equipment and patients 
in cross-border regions, to support the construction of mobile field hospitals to care for COVID-
19 patients and to boost the development of vaccines6, medication and testing methods. The 
Commission is also advancing four accelerated procedures for joint procurement of medical 
countermeasures, such as masks, goggles, ventilators and testing supplies and is currently 
preparing another one on supplies for intensive care units. A third mechanism, rescEU, has 
created a strategic medical stockpile and distribution mechanism – a common European reserve 
– under the umbrella of the Union Civil Protection Mechanism, with a budget of up to €380 
million for the medical stockpile.

Conclusion

While the Commission recognises that the response has differed across Member States, it would 
like to recall that the prerogative for defining the exact response measures in public health rests 
with the Member States, in this case Spain. The Commission has mobilised all instruments 
available to support the efforts of Member States and to coordinate a common European 
response to this unprecedented crisis. Throughout, the Commission has put strong emphasis on 
the need for very strong coordination among Member States, borne out of the conviction that 
only through concerted efforts and solidarity can we overcome this outbreak. The Commission 
will continue to pursue coordination and a coherent EU response, using all available means to 
protect EU citizens’ health.

3 https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/covid-19-pandemic
4 https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/health/coronavirus-response_en
5 https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/health/coronavirus-response/emergency-support-instrument_en
6 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/communication-eu-strategy-vaccines-covid19_en.pdf
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