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Subject: Petition No 0192/2020 by U. L. (German) on the transport of farm animals 
from the EU to third countries, which do not meet European standards of 
animal welfare

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls for a ban on transporting live animals to the third countries that do not meet 
European standards of animal welfare. The petitioner suggests establishing a list of countries, 
which implemented EU standards.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 29 May 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 31 August 2020

The Commission’s observations 

At present, the Commission has no plans to ban the export of live animals to third countries. 
While the Commission is strongly committed to animal welfare in the context of trade, it also 
acknowledges that this trade results from decisions taken by private business operators. An 
export ban on live animal transports to non-EU countries would also need very careful 
examination under World Trade Organization rules, which are binding upon the Union and its 
Member States.

The Commission does not have access to information on whether third countries implement EU 
standards on animal welfare, as these standards are not mandatory to third countries. This makes 
the establishment of a list of third countries that implement EU standards challenging or even 
impossible. 
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In relation to the protection of animals during transport, the Commission constantly works with 
Member States, as they are primarily responsible for the implementation and enforcement of 
EU legislation and for ensuring compliance with the requirements of Council Regulation (EC) 
No 1/20051 when approving the journey. By doing this, the competent authorities will have to 
consider the conditions of the part of the journey taking place beyond the EU borders. 

Several initiatives have been taken in order to improve EU trade partners’ compliance with EU 
animal welfare standards. For this reason, animal welfare is included, already for a number of 
years, in the framework of EU trade negotiations.

To increase international collaboration on animal welfare, the Commission continues to 
actively cooperate with the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE). The main goals of 
the collaboration with the OIE are to strengthen the implementation of its international animal 
welfare standards and to develop a network of contact points dedicated to animal transport. The 
Commission is also supporting financially the activities under the OIE Animal Welfare 
Platform for Europe where in the third OIE Action Plan on animal welfare for Europe (2020-
2022) the transport of animals over long distances remains a priority.

Conclusion

For the reasons expressed above, the Commission is neither considering a ban on the export of 
livestock to third countries or establishing a positive list of third countries implementing EU 
welfare standards to which transport would be possible, as the conditions and rules for import 
are established by third countries.

1 Council Regulation (EC) No 1/2005 of 22 December 2004 on the protection of animals during transport and 
related operations and amending Directives 64/432/EEC and 93/119/EC and Regulation (EC) No 1255/97, OJ L 
3, 5.1.2005, p. 1–44.


