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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0111/2020 by Marco Warstat (German) on the protection of the 
indigenous dark honeybee "Apis mellifera mellifera" in the European Union

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner requests the adoption of a number of measures to protect the indigenous dark 
honeybees in the EU. Firstly, he demands that the colonies of indigenous dark honeybees 
should be mapped in the EU territory and that their genetic makeup should be examined. 
Secondly, he requests that the dark honeybee be included in the red list of endangered plant 
and animal species in Germany, as well as in the European Red List of Bees, under the 
category "extinct or lost", should no colonies of indigenous dark honeybees be identified as a 
result of the requested mapping. Finally, the petitioner calls for the adoption of resettlement 
measures of the indigenous dark honeybees.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 15 May 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 31 August 2020

The European Red List of Bees1, published in 2014, classified the western honeybee species 
(Apis mellifera), including its many subspecies, as data deficient. It is not known whether the 
species still occurs in the wild in the EU. While there are populations in the wild, it is not clear 
if they are self-sustaining, and to what extent they represent populations escaped from managed 
colonies. The introgression between managed colonies and populations in the wild further 
complicates the separation of domesticated and potentially wild honeybees.

1 https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/redlist/downloads/European_bees.pdf 
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The Commission would like to highlight that the standard European Red List addresses the 
species - not the subspecies - level. Its scope entails species that are identified as wild, having 
self-sustaining populations. 

Furthermore, Apis mellifera is not protected under the EU nature legislation. It is therefore an 
exclusive competence of the Member State to decide whether or not to give any form of legal 
protection to this sub-species.

Conclusion 

More research is needed to better understand the genetics of honeybee populations in the wild, 
and to determine to what extent they are self-sustaining  in order to determine if it they can be 
assessed as part of EU Red Lists. As the dark honeybee is not protected under EU legislation, 
its protection and monitoring is primarily the responsibility of the Member States.


