
CM\1212159EN.docx PE657.136

EN United in diversity EN

European Parliament
2019-2024

Committee on Petitions

31.8.2020

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0792/2019 by Koben Sprengers (Belgian) on the need for the EU 
to ban imports of meat and soybeans from Brazil

Petition No 0814/2019 by F.C. (Italian) on the suspension of trade relations 
with South American countries responsible for deforestation in Amazonia

1. Summary of petition 0792/2019

The petitioner points out that the European Union and Finland, are considering banning the sale 
of meat products from Brazil owing to the uncontrolled fires in the Amazon rainforest as 
agricultural companies set small parts of the rainforest on fire to clear land for cattle breeding 
and soy cultivation.. The petitioner calls for massive support for this decision. The petitioner 
expresses his concern at the worrying situation in the Amazon rainforest, which is due to human 
action. The petitioner complains that the Brazilian government has dismantled also several 
reforestation projects and environmental programmes. As such, this shows its unwillingness to 
take any action against deforestation.

Summary of petition 0814/2019

The petitioner calls for policies to be adopted to protect the Amazon rainforest, with the possible 
suspension of trade relations with those South American countries responsible for its 
deforestation.

2. Admissibility

Petition 0792/2019 declared admissible on 18 December 2019.
Petition 0814/2019 declared admissible on 25 March 2020.

Information requested from Commission under Rule 227(6).
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3. Commission reply, received on 31 August 2020

Petitions 0792/2019 and 0814/2019

During last year’s forest fires in the Amazon, the Commission and the European External 
Action Service were in constant dialogue with the Brazilian government, the National 
Congress, the judiciary and other institutions, as well as civil society organisations. Several EU 
leaders expressed great concern over the fires and the Commission offered concrete assistance, 
for instance in the form of the Copernicus Emergency Mapping System1 and through the 
Emergency Response Coordination Centre for dispatching firefighters.

To support long-term conservation and sustainable use of forests and other related ecosystems 
in the Amazon basin, the Commission finances a number of initiatives as part of the EU’s 
bilateral, thematic and regional development cooperation. These initiatives, that are conducted 
together with national and sub-national governments, civil society and the private sector, 
currently have a total budget of EUR 170 million. 

The Commission is also stepping up its policy response on other fronts. In July 2019, it adopted 
a comprehensive Communication Stepping up EU Action to Protect and Restore the World’s 
Forests2. The Communication, which is based on the recognition that deforestation has multiple 
causes and that one single policy or instrument cannot solve the problem alone, announced a 
large number of policy initiatives. 

The Commission’s European Green Deal of December 20193 and its May 2020 EU Biodiversity 
Strategy for 20304 also stress the importance of addressing biodiversity loss and tackling 
deforestation. In the latter strategy, the Commission confirmed its intention to present, in 2021, 
a legislative proposal and other measures to avoid or minimise the placing of products 
associated with deforestation or forest degradation on the EU market5, and to promote forest-
friendly imports and value chains. 

Trade policy is an exclusive competence of the European Union and in this area Member States 
cannot act on their own. The Commission attaches great importance to incorporating provisions 
on sustainability and the conservation of forests in EU trade agreements. 

Following standard EU practice, the Trade and Sustainable Development (TSD) chapter of the 
trade part of the future EU-Mercosur Agreement includes commitments on trade and 
sustainable forest management and on promoting responsible business conduct. The chapter 
also requires the EU and Mercosur countries to effectively implement multilateral 
environmental agreements – including the Paris Agreement and the Convention on Biological 
Diversity – to which they are party. Mercosur countries including Brazil have included 
commitments on deforestation in their Paris Agreement pledges, reinforced by private sector 
initiatives such as that of Brazilian meat packers not to source meat from farms in recently 
deforested areas and the Amazon soy moratorium, an independent Brazilian multi-stakeholder 

1 https://emergency.copernicus.eu/mapping/#zoom=2&lat=25.90391&lon=64.75146&layers=0BT00
2 https://ec.europa.eu/environment/forests/eu_comm_2019.htm
3 https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
4 https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/strategy/index_en.htm
5 Preparatory work is already ongoing: https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-
say/initiatives/12137-Minimising-the-risk-of-deforestation-and-forest-degradation-associated-with-products-
placed-on-the-EU-market
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initiative. 

With respect to the specific products referred to in petition 0792/2019, it is worth recalling that 
current exports of Brazilian beef to the EU account for just over 1% of Brazilian production. 
Most beef produced in Brazil is consumed domestically. The EU-Mercosur Agreement will not 
lead to a significant increase of beef imports from Mercosur countries, as imports will be subject 
to a fixed tariff-rate quota. Brazil’s share of the total quota will be below 0.5% of its annual 
production. Most of the EU’s agri-food imports from Mercosur countries including soy already 
have zero import duties and are therefore not affected by the Agreement.

Conclusion

As set out in the Commission’s July 2019 Communication Stepping up EU Action to Protect 
and Restore the World’s Forests, deforestation has multiple causes and no single policy or 
instrument can solve the problem in isolation. 

The Commission’s European Green Deal of December 2019 and its May 2020 EU Biodiversity 
Strategy for 2030 also stress the importance of addressing biodiversity loss and tackling 
deforestation, and concrete initiatives are under preparation.

The EU-Mercosur Agreement includes provisions on cooperation on sustainable development 
and, in the trade part, a Trade and Sustainable Development chapter with binding commitments 
on trade aspects of sustainability.

The Commission’s view is that once applicable these provisions will provide a valuable 
platform for working together with Mercosur countries on sustainability, environmental 
protection, biodiversity, forest management and climate change.


