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Subject: Petition 0040/2020 by B.A. (German) on Germany’s environmental bonus for 
electric vehicles

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner objects to the environmental bonus granted by Germany's Federal Office for 
Economic Affairs and Export Control (BAFA). Smaller manufacturers, he alleges, receive no 
support from the BAFA, because their customer-friendly pricing leaves no room for a 
discount, although their vehicles are eligible for the purchase incentive. He claims that the 
BAFA is having an indirect influence on the price calculations of car manufacturers. If the 
BAFA genuinely wants to promote electric vehicles in an independent and impartial manner, 
manufacturers’ financial might should have no bearing on the level of the State contribution. 
The petitioner claims that the EU is currently considering whether the environmental bonus is 
consistent with EU law and asks for his petition to be taken into account.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 29 April 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 14 September 2020

The German authorities informed the Commission that the environmental bonus 
(“Umweltprämie”, in its most recent version now called “Innovationsprämie”) is paid, upon 
application, to all buyers of eligible cars who register their car in Germany, independent of the 
identity of the car manufacturer and the place where the car was produced. It thus involves no 
direct support to specific car manufacturers. The state incentive is granted subject to the 
condition that the car manufacturer/dealer offers a rebate on the net catalogue price applicable 
to the basic car model concerned, which at least equals the amount of the federal contribution. 
The Commission also understands that the measure was taken by the German authorities in 
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close contact with the association of international car manufacturers (Der Verband der 
internationalen Kraftfahrzeughersteller - VDIK). 

The measure is open to all actual and potential buyers. The Commission has not taken a formal 
decision on the measure, but the services of the Commission’s Directorate-General for 
Competition have been informed by Germany of this measure and a preliminary informal 
exchange of views has taken place. The measure pursues clear environmental objectives. In 
principle, the Commission would thus find the measure, if it constitutes State aid, to be 
compatible with the internal market pursuant to Article 107(3)(c) of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), if all the requisite requirements for environmental 
protection aid were met.

In any event, the Commission sees no discriminatory element that would disadvantage certain 
car producers or eligible models, as alleged by the petitioner. The conditions as to the rebate on 
the net list price are equal for all eligible cars, independent from the marketing strategy and 
pricing policies pursued, and are not contrary to EU law. 

Conclusion

In view of the foregoing, the Commission considers that the information submitted by the 
petitioner does not warrant any further action at this stage.


