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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0347/2020 by João Manuel De Almeida Silva (Portuguese) on 
calling all Member States of the European Union to be united during the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner supports the reaction of the Portuguese Prime Minister to the Dutch Minister of 
Economy’s speech on the COVID-19 outbreak, considering it anti-European and undermining 
the spirit of the European Union. The petitioner considers that there is a real risk for the 
European Union to break apart in view that the Member States cannot reach an agreement on 
how they handle this crisis. The petitioner says that many sectors are affected by this situation 
and that, now more than ever, Member States should steer to the same side, be united and 
have a single voice. The petitioner stands for a stronger, United European Union and for a 
better Portugal.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 16 April 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227 (6).

3. Commission reply, received on 14 September 2020.

The Commission’s observations

The petitioner considers that the European Union should have a strong common response to the 
COVID-19 crisis. 

In immediate response to COVID-19, the Commission proposed various measures1, which were 

1 The most up to date information is publicly available on the Commission’s website: 
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adopted in record speed by the European Parliament and the Council. For example, the ‘EU 
Solidarity for Health’ initiative2 supports the health sector across Europe. The Coronavirus 
Response Investment Initiatives (CRII3, CRII+4) support European employees, businesses and 
the health sector. Moreover, the temporary Support mitigating Unemployment Risks in 
Emergency initiative5 will provide loans to finance national short-time work schemes.

Member States also demonstrated European and international solidarity with donations of 
protective equipment such as masks, medical teams, cross-border treatments of ill patients and 
bringing stranded EU citizens home.

On 27 May 2020, the Commission proposed a recovery plan, consisting of the Next Generation 
EU6 instrument of EUR 750 billion as well as targeted reinforcements to the EU’s multiannual 
financial framework 2021-20277. The package is based on the principles of solidarity and 
fairness; it will support all Member States to recover, repair and emerge stronger from the crisis. 
At the same time, several proposed instruments concentrate support on countries and sectors 
with the greatest resilience and recovery needs. This includes for example the Recovery and 
Resilience Facility8 for Member States’ reforms; and the top-up cohesion funding under 
REACT-EU9 which will be allocated based on the severity of the economic and social impacts 
of the crisis, including the level of youth unemployment and the relative prosperity of Member 
States.

Conclusion

The Commission informs the petitioner about the ongoing and proposed EU response to the 
COVID-19 crisis. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/health/coronavirus-response_en.
2 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_20_577
3 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32020R0460 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=COM:2020:141:FIN&qid=1585827604222&from=EN 

5 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32020R0672
6 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020PC0441R%2801%29
7  https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020PC0443
8 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020PC0408R%2802%29
9 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020PC0451
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