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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0456/2020 by Tapio Korkala (Finnish) on border traffic 
restrictions imposed by the Finnish government.

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains that his normal life has been severely restricted. He lives close to the 
border in Sweden but works in Finland, and is covered by Finnish healthcare. He considers the 
border traffic restrictions imposed by the Finnish government to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 as an unnecessary violation of his freedom of movement.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 27 May 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227 (6).

3. Commission reply, received on 14 September 2020.

The Commission’s observations 

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, Member States have adopted various 
measures to limit the spread of the virus, some of which have affected the right of free 
movement of EU citizens. Virtually all Member States have implemented travel restrictions, 
often accompanied by requirements for cross-border travellers to stay in quarantine.

On 13 May 2020, the Commission proposed a phased and coordinated approach for restoring 
freedom of movement and lifting internal border controls1. At its heart, its message is that as 
Member States manage to reduce the circulation of the virus, blanket restrictions to free 
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movement should be replaced by more targeted measures. Restrictions on travel should first be 
lifted in areas with a comparable epidemiological situation and where sufficient capabilities are 
in place in terms of hospitals, testing, surveillance, and contact-tracing capacities. Any 
remaining restrictions should only be based on public health considerations and should respond 
flexibly to the epidemiological situation.

Many Member States have already lifted internal border controls and restrictions to free 
movement within the EU, including post-travel quarantine requirements on such movement. 
The Commission strongly encourages the remaining Member States to finalise the process of 
lifting internal border controls and restrictions to free movement2.

However, many Member States have maintained restrictions on travel from Sweden, given the 
challenging epidemiological situation in the country.

Conclusion

The Commission will continue to work closely with Member States on the lifting of internal 
border controls and travel restrictions, including during the regular meetings of the ‘COVID-
19 Information Group – Home Affairs’.
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