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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0603/2020 by P.O.S.  (Spanish) on the threats to the freedom of 
press during the COVID-19 outbreak

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner states that European journalists are facing multiple threats and more often they 
have to take risks to comply with their duty. The petitioner refers to the death of three European 
journalist in Northern Ireland (Lyra McKee), Malta (Daphne Caruana) and Slovakia (Ján 
Kuciak) in the past years. The petitioner also mentions Article 11 of the Charter of Fundamental 
Rights of the European Union on the freedom of expression, including the freedom to hold 
opinions and to receive and impartial information and ideas without interference by public 
authority and regardless of frontiers. The petitioner denounces that during the COVID outbreak 
journalists have suffered harassment to prevent them from exercising their professional work 
freely. The petitioner points out the particular case of Hungary where he considers that the 
freedom of the press is at risk. The petitioner considers that using the Coronavirus pandemic as 
a pretext, Prime Minister Viktor Orban has given himself full powers for an indefinite period 
and has approved a new law that punishes spreading false news. The petitioner believes that his 
new regulation is yet another tool at the service of the Hungarian political and judicial 
authorities to put pressure on the independent media. The petitioner urges the European 
Parliament to promote an impartial and rigorous investigation into the freedom of the press in 
the EU in times of the COVID-19 pandemic. On the other hand. The petitioner also asks the 
European Parliament to form a permanent European forum that can regularly monitor the level 
of respect for the right to press freedom across the EU.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 June 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 14 September 2020
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Freedom of expression and information as well as media freedom and pluralism form the 
backbone of the values on which the European Union is built. A free and pluralist media is one 
of the essential watchdogs in healthy democracies. The COVID-19 outbreak has further 
highlighted the importance of reliable news media and sources of information for our societies. 

Recognising the dramatic impact of the COVID-19 crisis on the news media sector, the joint 
communication on “Tackling COVID-19 disinformation – Getting the facts right”1 calls upon 
Member States to intensify efforts to ensure that journalists can work safely, in the right 
conditions, and recognise news media as an essential service.

As part of the strategy to tackle disinformation, the Commission is funding the creation of the 
European Digital Media Observatory, which will support the creation of an independent  
multidisciplinary community of fact-checkers, academics and other relevant stakeholders to 
increase the capacity to detect, analyse and expose disinformation campaigns at national and 
European level. Additionally, the Commission continues to support media literacy through 
“Media Literacy for All” pilot projects and preparatory actions, to encourage a critical approach 
to online media. 

While continuing to co-fund independent projects in the area of journalism, media freedom and 
pluralism, the Commission has put forward a major recovery plan composed of a new recovery 
instrument, Next Generation EU, and a revamped multiannual financial framework. Several 
instruments contained in this package can support the news sector: the Creative Europe 
programme, with a dedicated budget in the cross-sectoral stand for media freedom, pluralism 
and collaborative journalism, the Digital Europe programme, InvestEU and the Recovery and 
Reform Facility, the future cohesion policy funds, and REACT-EU. 

One of the independent projects co-funded by the Commission is the Media Pluralism Monitor 
(MPM)2, which is run by the European University Institute and has the objective of highlighting 
risks to media pluralism in all Member States. The results of the 2020 edition of the MPM has 
just been published3. They highlight, among other things, how journalists’ working conditions 
have deteriorated in 2018-2019, exposing journalists to external and undue pressures in their 
professional activity in most of the countries examined.

As declared in the Communication on Strengthening the rule of law4, the Commission decided 
to include media pluralism in the new rule of law mechanism, which will look at systemic issues 
affecting the plurality of the democratic debate in all Member States. The results of this 
initiative will be presented in the third quarter of 2020.

In parallel, the Commission is exploring further policy options that could strengthen media 
freedom and media pluralism under the upcoming European Democracy Action Plan. This 
initiative will build on the rule of law report. The Commission has also just launched a public 
consultation5 to gather additional input from citizens and stakeholders. The consultation will 
run until 15 September 2020. 

1 JOIN(2020) 8 final.
2 https://cmpf.eui.eu/media-pluralism-monitor/
3 https://cmpf.eui.eu/mpm2020-results/
4https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/upholding-rule-law/rule-law/initiative-
strengthen-rule-law-eu_en
5 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1352

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12506-European-Democracy-Action-Plan/public-consultation
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12506-European-Democracy-Action-Plan/public-consultation
https://cmpf.eui.eu/media-pluralism-monitor/
https://cmpf.eui.eu/mpm2020-results/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/upholding-rule-law/rule-law/initiative-strengthen-rule-law-eu_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/upholding-rule-law/rule-law/initiative-strengthen-rule-law-eu_en
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The Commission is also planning to adopt a dedicated “Media and Audiovisual Action Plan” 
which will join the dots between all funding opportunities as well as explore the right 
regulatory incentives. With this Media and Audioviusal Action Plan, the Commission will 
aim to support recovery and digital transformation of the media sector as well as stimulate 
access to quality content and media pluralism.


