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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0687/2020 by Pedro Lemos (Portuguese) on the discrimination in 
access to health care, due to Covid 19 in Portugal

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner denounces the extremely serious situation in terms of public health, that Portugal 
is experiencing because all resources are almost exclusively allocated to Covid19 and not to 
other pathologies even more serious. A study, published in the journal Acta Médica Portuguesa 
reveals that between 1 March and 22 April, the excess mortality was 3 to 5 times higher, and 
mainly affects the age group above 65 years. He denounces the scandalous discrimination of 
old people who do not have Covid19 but other serious diseases and enormous difficulties in 
being treated, dying or suffering serious consequences due to lack of adequate care.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 14 July 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 14 September 2020

The definition of the health policy and the organisation and delivery of health services and 
medical care are the responsibility of Member States according to Article 168 of the Treaty on 
the Functioning of the European Union. Article 35 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 
European Union provides a right of access to healthcare under the conditions laid down by the 
respective Member State: “everyone has the right of access to preventive health care and the 
right to benefit from medical treatment under the conditions established by national laws and 
practices”.

Therefore, the Commission cannot intervene in decisions of national authorities concerning the 
delivery of health services and medical care during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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However, in the context of the European Semester and the country-specific recommendations 
addressed to Portugal, the Commission has highlighted the need to strengthen the resilience of 
the health system in Portugal and to ensure equal access to quality health and long-term care.

The Commission is mobilising all means at its disposal to support Member States in tackling 
the current COVID-19 pandemic. While Member States are in the front line, the Commission 
plays a coordination role and issues recommendations for a common course of action in many 
areas, including public health, transport, border controls, internal market and trade. These 
actions also include support in ensuring necessary medical supplies across Europe, as well as 
guidelines on measures to stop the spread of the virus, testing strategies and cross-border 
emergency health assistance. More information on the Commission’s actions can be found on 
the website https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/health/coronavirus-response_en.

Conclusion 

The Commission cannot intervene in matters of national competence. The Commission will 
monitor how Portugal implements the European Semester country-specific recommendation to 
strengthen the resilience of its health system and to ensure equal access to quality health and 
long-term care.
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