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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0091/2020 by A. F. F. (Spanish), on behalf of Ecologists in Action 
- Palencia, on the remodelling of the Jardinillos Park in Palencia, with 
European regional development funding 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner indicates that the Palencia Municipal Council has approved the  projected 
rehabilitation and regeneration of the Jardinillos Park with European regional development 
funding as part of the Sustainable Urban Development Strategy. He petitioner expresses 
concern that this will involve the felling of 73 trees in the park at a cost of  EUR 81 000, the 
total budget being EUR 2.3 million, and is seeking to preserve this green lung in the northern 
part of  Palencia. He also wishes for details of the exact amounts being contributed by each of 
the bodies involved and by the EU. He asks why the cost of the project has overrun the initial 
estimate by EUR 1 million.  In addition, he calls for public procurement to be halted pending 
a technical report on the fate of the trees in question, examining the feasibility of using plant 
protection products, or failing that, the felling of the trees and the replanting of similar native 
species. He also calls for funding to be halted pending the outcome of investigations into 
(non-)compliance with EU and IUSD funding criteria and objectives.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 7 May 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 September 2020

The services of the Commission have contacted the national authorities in Spain in order to 
gather information on the project described by the petitioner.

The project for the remodelling of the “Jardinillos park” is part of the integrated urban 
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development strategy of Palencia, co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF).

In line with the shared management principle, the national authorities are responsible for the 
selection and the implementation of the projects co-financed by the ERDF that is, in this case, 
delegated by the Ministry of Finance to the municipality of Palencia.

According to the information received from the Ministry of Finance, the initial allocation for 
the remodelling of the “Jardinillos park” was EUR 2.283.444,97 (50% co-financed by the 
ERDF and 50% by the municipality of Palencia). However, the cost of the project that was 
finally selected is higher than initially foreseen (EUR 3.115.058,13) and the difference shall be 
co-financed by the municipality. The cutting of the trees is a part of the project that amounts to 
EUR 1.149,49.

According to the information initially sent by the municipality of Palencia, the “Jardinillo park” 
project aims at preserving the park and takes into account environmental considerations, such 
as the protection of the trees that are in good condition. However, the trees that are older and 
sick or dangerous for the population should be cut and replaced with new ones. Given the 
botanic interest of the park and the different species contained in it, the biggest number of trees 
should be maintained.

According to the additional information received by the national authorities in August 2020, 
the administrative court of Palencia decided to suspend the project on 8 July 2020 as a 
precautionary measure. 

Conclusion

The Commission decided to alert the national authorities to the necessity of monitoring the 
implementation of the project and the compliance with EU environmental legislation. In case 
of a breach of EU legislation with an impact on the Union budget, the procedure for 
cancelling the EU co-financing concerned will be put in place.


