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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject:  Petition No 0174/2020 by Andreas Apostolopoulos (Greek), on behalf of the 
Electric Boat Association of Greece, on Greece’s compliance with Directive 
2013/53/EU

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner questions Greece’s compliance with Directive 2013/53/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 20 November 2013 on recreational craft and personal 
watercraft. In particular, the petitioner deplores the failure of the Greek authorities to reply, 4 
years after being seized of the matter, whether they accept the standard EN ISO 16315: 2016 
Small craft - Electric propulsion system (ISO 16315: 2016) under the terms of the Directive. 
The petitioner attaches correspondence with the European Commission (DG GROW) 
confirming that the standard EN ISO 16315: 2016 is the valid harmonised standard published 
in the Official Journal of the EU and therefore considered to provide presumption of 
conformity by virtue of Article 14 of Directive 2013/53/EU.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 29 May 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 September 2020

Article 14 of the Recreational Craft Directive1 refers to the presumption of conformity of 
products covered by the scope of that Directive. Products which are in conformity with 
harmonised standards or parts thereof the references of which have been published in the 
Official Journal of the European Union are to be presumed to be in conformity with the 

1 Directive 2013/53/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November 2013 on recreational craft 
and personal watercraft and repealing Directive 94/25/EC, OJ L 354, 28.12.2013, p. 90–131.
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requirements covered by those standards or parts thereof, set out in Article 4(1) and Annex I to 
that Directive.

The presumption of conformity is the legal consequence that derives from a claim by a 
manufacturer that the product conforms to the harmonised standards cited in the Official Journal 
of the European Union to establish the fact that the product conforms to the essential 
requirements of EU law. Consequently, all 27 Member States must accept free circulation on 
their territory of a product for which the declaration of conformity claims compliance with the 
harmonised standards.

The petitioner makes reference to standard EN ISO 16315:2016 Small craft – Electric 
propulsion system (ISO 16315:2016). This standard was published in OJ C 332/117 on 9 
September 2016 and since that day may be relied upon for the presumption of conformity with 
the requirements covered by this standard and set out in Article 4(1) and Annex I to the 
Directive. 

More precisely, the petitioner claims that the Greek authorities refuse the registration of a 
recreational craft using an electric propulsion engine powered only by battery and manufactured 
following standard EN ISO 16315:2016. According to evidence produced by the petitioner, the 
Greek authorities would argue that such use of batteries has not been sufficiently tested in all 
sea conditions. 

However, the clause 4.3.1 of the standard in question states that an electric propulsion system 
may be direct current (DC), sourced from battery(s). Further, the clause 4.1 of the standard 
explains that electric propulsion systems may have large capacity battery banks or packs as the 
main power source. The fact that the technical solution of electric propulsion engines powered 
only by battery is approved by the international standardisation community indicates that the 
solution has been sufficiently tested in appropriate conditions. To the extent that the Greek 
authorities would nonetheless have grounds to consider that the harmonised standard is 
defective and that the product at issue therefore presents a risk to the health or safety of persons, 
to property or to the environment, the Greek authorities may have recourse to the procedure in 
Article 44 of the Directive2.

Conclusion

Standard EN ISO 16315:2016 Small craft – Electric propulsion system (ISO 16315:2016) may 
be relied upon for the presumption of conformity with the requirements covered by this standard 
and set out in Article 4(1) and Annex I to the Directive 2013/53/EU.

The Commission will initiate an informal dialogue with the Greek authorities and request 
additional information and explanations. On the basis of the outcome of these discussions, the 
Commission will assess whether there has been an infringement of EU law, and if necessary, 
take appropriate enforcement measures.

2 Cf. also Article 44(5)(b) which reflects the possibility of shortcomings in the harmonised standards referred to in 
Article 14 of the Directive.


