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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0222/2020 by Dániel Farkas (Hungarian) on spending EU 
funding in Hungary on healthcare instead of stadiums

1. Summary of petition

In his short text, the  petitioner calls on the Parliament to ensure that EU funding in Hungary 
is spent on healthcare and indebted hospitals instead of stadiums.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 3 June 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 September 2020

The petitioner is concerned about the use of EU funds in Hungary. In particular, the petitioner 
believes that, while the Hungarian health system is in a rather poor condition and hospitals are 
burdened with enormous debt, EU funds allocated to the Hungarian healthcare system are in 
fact being spent on sports stadiums. The petitioner recommends that the funding received from 
the European Union rather be spent on building a modern healthcare system.

The Commission’s observations

The implementation of the European Structural and Investment (ESI) funds is based on 
complementarity and cooperation between the Commission and the Member States under the 
so-called “shared management” system. While the responsibility for the selection of projects 
lies with the Member States in accordance with their institutional system, the Commission’s 
role includes ensuring that the management and control systems in place are effective, and 
safeguard the interests of the EU budget. 
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The European Union co-finances investment in the Hungarian national healthcare system 
primarily through the ESI funds. While the role of European Union funding is not to remedy 
all the structural problems of a national healthcare system, it invests in health and social 
infrastructure, which contributes to reducing inequalities in terms of health status.

Both in the past (2007-2013) and current (2014-2020) programming periods, ESI funds have 
substantially contributed to the improvement of the Hungarian healthcare systems. Unlike 
healthcare-related investments, ESI funds do not co-finance sports stadiums.

Projects supported by EU funds must comply with applicable EU and national laws. In case of 
non-compliance, the Commission can require corrective actions, suspend payments, or apply 
financial corrections to the programmes, in line with the principle of proportionality.

Conclusion

The Commission invites the petitioner to share any evidence-based information on misuse of 
EU funds and consider filing an online complaint1 against a possible breach of EU law by a 
Member State. On this basis, the Commission will be able to ask the Managing Authority for 
further information concerning the project referred to by the complainant and assess whether 
further steps are necessary to prevent misuse of EU funds.

1 https://ec.europa.eu/assets/sg/report-a-breach/complaints_en/
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