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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner advocates the abolition of all level crossings, since most railway accidents occur 
there. In addition, he claims that EU legislation is being revised, so that there will no longer be 
any compensation for train delays or cancellations due to force majeure.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 29 June 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227 (6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 September 2020

The Commission’s observations

The Commission supports measures to improve safety of rail-road level crossings, nevertheless 
their elimination is not always possible. Initiatives to prevent the risk posed by level crossings 
should be framed in a broader framework of safety awareness. Many infrastructure managers 
and railway undertakings participate in campaigns to raise awareness in society. The 
Commission, through the Horizon2020 programme, has funded two initiatives two improve the 
safety of level crossings (Safestrip - SAFE and green sensor technologies for self-explaining 
and forgiving road interactive applications) and SAFER-LC - Safer level crossing by 
integrating and optimising road-rail infrastructure management and design. The Commission 
also supports forums such as the national safety agencies and national investigation bodies 
networks, where view are exchanged among national experts to discuss relevant problems and 
best practices to tackle them. Measures to tackle trespass and related issues are often best 
managed at local level – for example, awareness-raising in local schools around rail sites where 
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trespass is a significant problem. This is complementary to the scheme set by European 
legislation where national safety authorities for rail assess the quality of safety systems before 
issuing safety authorisations to the operators and the infrastructure managers. In addition, the 
national safety authorities have a legal obligation to report all significant accidents, and the 
national investigation bodies must inform the European Agency for Rail of ongoing 
investigations and conclusions.

As to passenger rights with regard to rail transport, the Commission’s legislative proposal of 
September 20171 foresees that a force majeure clause should be included in the Rail Passenger 
Rights Regulation2 to allow for a level playing field between carriers within the different 
transport modes. The rail sector is currently the only one without such a clause. However, the 
Commission proposed a force majeure clause with a very limited scope. It would imply that 
railway undertakings are not liable for delays (occurring as a result of a cancellation or 
otherwise) only where such delays were caused by severe weather conditions or major natural 
disasters endangering the safe operation of the service and where the delay could not have been 
foreseen or prevented even if all reasonable measures had been taken. 

Conclusion

The Commission’s legislative proposal is now being discussed by the co-legislators, i.e. the 
European Parliament and the Council. It is expected that the negotiations be finalised by the 
end of 2020.

1 COM(2017) 548 final.
2 Regulation (EC) No 1371/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007 on rail 
passengers’ rights and obligations, OJ L 315, 3.12.2007, p. 14–41.


