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Subject: Petition No 0061/2020 by T.P. (German) on the mandatory labelling of fur

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner advocates a comprehensive labelling requirement for fur, with a clear 
indication of the animal, the holding and the origin. This should also apply to clothing where 
only small quantities of fur are used. The current obligation to declare would no longer apply. 
Compliance with the labelling requirement should also be checked on a regular basis.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 30 April 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 12 October 2020

The products that contain at least 80% by weight of textile fibres fall within the scope of 
Regulation (EU) No 1007/2011 of 27 September 2011 on textile fibre names and related 
labelling and marking of fibre composition of textile products (‘the Textile Regulation’)1 . 
However, textile products that contain less than 80% by weight of textile fibres are also covered 
by the Textile Regulation when they are incorporated in other products and form an integral 
part thereof, where their composition is specified. 

Under Article 12 of the Textile Regulation, the presence of non-textile parts of animal origin in 
textile products must be indicated by including the phrase ‘contains non-textile parts of animal 
origin’ on the labelling or marking of the products concerned. This requirement applies even 

1 Regulation (EU) No 1007/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 September 2011 on textile 
fibre names and related labelling and marking of the fibre composition of textile products, OJ L 272, 18.10.2011, 
p.1.
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for very small parts of animal origin, such as fur, down, feather, bone, leather, pearl and horn.

The practical use related to Article 12 was presented in the Commission report on the 
application of the Textile Regulation, adopted in October 20142. The report demonstrated that, 
on the one hand, many businesses assessed the new Article 12 as burdensome and costly, but, 
on the other hand, other stakeholders recognised as appropriate conveying such information to 
consumers. Therefore, Article 12 was considered a balanced instrument between negative 
economic impact on businesses and protection of legitimate consumers’ interests. In addition, 
the Textile Regulation allows additional information on a voluntary basis and businesses are 
encouraged to indicate specific animal-origin materials in textile products, when adequate. 

The petitoner also claims that Article 12 of the Textile Regulation is not being properly 
complied with by businesses or enforced by the competent authorities of Member States. With 
regard to enforcement, the Commission expects that the new Regulation (EU) 2019/1020 on 
market surveillance and compliance of products3 will strengthen the market surveillance of 
products with a view to ensuring that only compliant products are made available in the Union 
market. 

Fur as a consumer product falls under the scope of the general EU consumer law applying to 
business-to-consumer relations, including fur that is outside the scope of the Textile Regulation 
(e.g. products consisting of more than 20% of fur). Directive 2005/29/EC on unfair commercial 
practices4 requires traders to provide consumers with information in relation to a good or 
service that an average consumer needs in order to take an informed transactional decision. The 
competent national enforcement authorities can prohibit misleading actions or omissions on the 
part of a trader, subject to a case-by-case assessment of the impact of the commercial practice 
on the average consumer. Furthermore, Directive 2011/83/EU on consumer rights5 requires 
traders to provide consumers with information about the main characteristics of the good or 
service before the conclusion of the contract in a clear and comprehensible manner. For 
contracts other than distance and off-premises contracts, Member States may adopt additional 
pre-contractual information requirements.

With regard to animal keeping, the EU put in place a very strict animal welfare legislation 
which is based on sound scientific knowledge, the quality of animals’ lives in accordance with 
citizens’ expectations and market demands. 

The country of origin must always be indicated on the customs import declaration under the 
EU customs legislation. In 2013, the Commission put forward, in the legislative proposal for a 

2 Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and of the Council on the application of Regulation 
(EU) No 1007/2011 on textile fibre names and related labelling and marking of the fibre composition of textile 
products, COM/2014/0633 final. 
3 Regulation (EU) No 2019/1020 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2019 on market 
surveillance and compliance of products and amending Directive 2004/42/EC and Regulations (EC) No 765/2008 
and (EU) No 305/2011, OJ L 169, 25.6.2019, p. 1. 
4 Directive 2005/29/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 May 2005 concerning unfair business-
to-consumer commercial practices in the internal market and amending Council Directive 84/450/EEC, Directives 
97/7/EC, 98/27/EC and 2002/65/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council and Regulation (EC) No 
2006/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council, OJ L 149, 11.6.2005, p. 22.
5 Directive 2011/83/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2011 on consumer rights, 
amending Council Directive 93/13/EEC and Directive 1999/44/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council 
and repealing Council Directive 85/577/EEC and Directive 97/7/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council, OJ L 304, 22.11.2011, p. 64.
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Consumer Product Safety Regulation6, a mandatory labelling of the country of origin as a means 
to complement existing traceability requirements. Unfortunately, the European Parliament and 
the Council has not achieved a consensus on this Commission proposal. 

Conclusion

Following the Better Regulation principles7, the Commission has committed to present 
legislative proposals only in the event of major market and/or regulatory failures as well to 
ensure that every proposal respects the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality. 

On the basis of the information provided in the petition, it is not possible to conclude on a 
legislative gap requiring specific legislation for fur products. The Commission considers that 
the rules currently in place provide for a level of information regarding garments composition 
that balances well the interests of consumers and economic operators in the EU. 

Moreover, shortcomings in the application and enforcement of the legislation do not appear to 
justify new legislation. The Commission will continue working with the national authorities 
and businesses to ensure adequate application and enforcement of Article 12 of the Textile 
Regulation, notably through Regulation (EU) 2019/1020 on market surveillance and 
compliance of products.

6 COM(2013) 75 final.
7 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/news/better-regulation-principles-2019-apr-15_en
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