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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner explains that the SCI Tabarca, a natural area included in the Natura 2000 
network, has suffered for many years from serious pollution caused by discharges of urban 
and industrial waste water from the sanitation network’s relief pipelines in the cities of 
Alicante and San Vicente del Raspeig through the land-sea pipeline from Alicante’s main 
‘Rincón de León’ sewage works. The petitioner says that this SCI does not have a 
management plan and protection measures in place to turn it into an SAC once the legal time 
frame set by legislation and the Habitats Directive has expired.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 23 June 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 12 October 2020

Under the Habitats Directive1, Member States must designate Special Areas of Conservation 
(SAC), each of them with specific conservation objectives and corresponding conservation 
measures aimed to maintain or restore the favorable conservation status of the species and 
habitats present in the site.

The SCI ‘Tabarca’ was included in the list of sites of Community importance (SCI) for the 

1 Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora, 
OJ L 206, 22.7.1992, p. 7–50.
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Mediterranean biogeographical region in 20062. In 20153, the site was divided into two different 
SCIs, ‘Illa de Tabarca’ (site code ES5213024), and ‘Espacio Marino de Tabarca’ (ES0000214). 
The time limit for designating these sites as SACs has long expired, and their management plans 
have not been adopted so far.

More broadly, to date Spain has failed to designate 345 SCIs as SACs. In addition, there is, 
across Spanish regions, a widespread failure to set sufficiently detailed and quantified 
conservation objectives and the necessary conservation measures. Therefore, in the framework 
of the ongoing infringement procedure against Spain to tackle these breaches, the Commission 
decided to send an additional Letter of Formal Notice on 2 July 2020 to Spain.

As regards the possible breach of EU law due to the urban and industrial wastewater discharges, 
Spain did not designate as sensitive the area where the effluent of the wastewater treatment 
plants is discharged. According to the Spanish authorities, the treatment that is carried out in 
the waste water treatment plants in question is more stringent than required by the Urban Waste 
Water Treatment Directive4 (UWWTD) and includes removal of nutrients.

The UWWTD requirement for this location is secondary treatment (biological). Based on the 
Commission’s recent data, the level of this treatment is compliant with the requirements as the 
parameter of Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD) and the parameter of Chemical Oxygen 
Demand (COD) monitoring results meet the required standards. 

Therefore, from the UWWTD perspective, there are no reported problems5.

Conclusion

The Commission continues to follow up the above-mentioned horizontal infringement 
procedure (ref. 2015/2003). This infringement case covers, amongst others, the ‘Espacio 
Marino de Tabarca’ site.

2 2006/613/EC: Commission Decision of 19 July 2006 adopting, pursuant to Council Directive 92/43/EEC, the 
list of sites of Community importance for the Mediterranean biogeographical region (notified under document 
number C(2006) 3261), OJ L 259, 21.9.2006, p. 1–104.
3 Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2015/2374 of 26 November 2015 adopting a ninth update of the list 
of sites of Community importance for the Mediterranean biogeographical region (notified under document 
C(2015) 8222), OJ L 338, 23.12.2015, p. 799–937.
4 Council Directive 91/271/EEC of 21 May 1991 concerning urban waste-water treatment, OJ L 135, 30.5.1991, 
p. 40–52.
5 10th UWWTD implementation report, 2016 data https://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-
urbanwaste/implementation/implementationreports_en.htm
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