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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner denounces the massive illegal logging activities that have been taking place in 
the past years in Romania, arguing that the Romanian authorities are lax in enforcing EU 
legislation on protected areas. She also references the recent murders of two forest rangers that 
were trying to stop illegal deforestation activities.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 14 July 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 12 October 2020

The Commission is deeply concerned about the illegal logging in Romania and will continue 
to closely monitor the situation. The Commission is also particularly sensitive to the violent 
incidents resulting in the death of forest rangers by illegal loggers.

In this respect, the Commission has launched an infringement procedure under Article 258 of 
the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union against Romania for breaches of the EU 
environmental law in relation to forestry activities1. The Commission found that Romania failed 
to carry out efficient and adequate checks to verify operators’ compliance with the obligations 
imposed by the Timber Regulation2 and to apply appropriate penalties. Moreover, the 

1 2020/2033 - https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/inf_20_1212
2 Regulation (EU) No 995/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 October 2010 laying down 
the obligations of operators who place timber and timber products on the market Text with EEA relevance, OJ L 
295, 12.11.2010, p. 23–34.

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/inf_20_1212
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Commission found that the Romanian authorities manage forests, without evaluating 
beforehand the impacts on protected habitats as required under the Habitats Directive3 and 
Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive4. Using satellite imagery, the Commission also 
found that protected forest habitats have been lost within protected Natura 2000 sites in breach 
of the Birds5 and Habitats Directives. In addition, there are shortcomings in the access of the 
public to environmental information in the forest management plans. 

The Commission expects the Romanian authorities to take several immediate measures to 
ensure full compliance with EU law. In this respect, the Romanian authorities must make the 
timber tracking system (SUMAL) fully operable immediately and revise the legislation on 
forestry sanctions. Moreover, the Romanian authorities need to revise the forest management 
plans already adopted in order to bring them in line with the Habitats and Strategic 
Environmental Assessment Directives and to remedy the damage to protected habitats 
and species. They should also amend their laws and regulations in order to assess the 
environmental impacts of each forest management plan and amend them following this 
assessment, as required under EU environmental rules. Lastly, the Romanian authorities should 
provide access to the public to environmental information as regards the forest management 
plans.

Conclusions

The Romanian authorities should strengthen as soon as possible their efforts to tackle the illegal 
logging phenomena. The Commission will continue to monitor very closely the implementation 
and enforcement of EU environmental legislation in relation to forestry activities in Romania 
and will not hesitate to take further steps when appropriate.

4. Commission reply (REV I), received on 23 November 2021

The Commission is closely monitoring the ongoing infringement procedure in this regard6. 
Following the reasoned opinion sent in July 2020, Romania undertook a number of 
commitments: 

- to make the timber tracking system fully operational and complete the revision of the 
legislation on forestry sanctions; 

- amend the relevant legislation in order to assess the environmental impacts of forest 
management plans and revise the ones already adopted in order to bring them in line with EU 
legislation; 

- complete the initiated process of providing access to the public to environmental 
information as regards the forest management plans. 

3 Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora, 
OJ L 206, 22.7.1992, p. 7–50.
4 Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 June 2001 on the assessment of the 
effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment, OJ L 197, 21.7.2001, p. 30–37.
5 Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 November 2009 on the conservation 
of wild birds, OJ L 20, 26.1.2010, p. 7–25.
6 INFR(2020)2033.
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Despite some progress, Romania has not delivered on all the above commitments:

- as regards the implementation of the EU Timber Regulation7, the Romanian authorities 
completed the upgrade of their timber tracking system (Sumal 2.0), which is in place since the 
end of January 2021;

- as regards sanctions, the revision of the Forest Management Code in September 2020 
introduced a series of new sanctions in relation to wood harvesting, shipment and transport. 
However, the process is not finalised as the revision of the sanctions in relation to the use of the 
timber tracking system is not yet completed;

- the adoption of the draft ministerial order which will organise the environmental 
assessment procedures of the forest management plans has been several times delayed. Due to 
this delay, the revision of the forest management plans have not yet started;

- the Romanian authorities have not yet presented an overall plan for the restoration of 
deteriorated areas following the assessment of the satellite images;

- lastly, the Romanian authorities committed to provide access to the forest management 
plans and, in this respect, have started to make them public. 

The Commission is assessing the information and evidence available, and will not hesitate to 
take further action to ensure full compliance with EU environmental law.

Lastly, the EU has no competence to investigate or prosecute criminal matters such as murders 
in the Member States. It falls within the responsibility of the Romanian authorities to adopt 
appropriate measures in order to fight illegal logging, and to protect environmental defenders.

Conclusion

The Romanian authorities should strengthen as soon as possible their efforts to tackle the 
illegal logging phenomena. The Commission will continue to monitor very closely the 
implementation and enforcement of EU environmental legislation in relation to forestry 
activities in Romania and will not hesitate to take further steps when appropriate. 

7 Regulation (EU) No 995/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 October 2010 laying down 
the obligations of operators who place timber and timber products on the market Text with EEA relevance, OJ L 
295, 12.11.2010, p. 23–34.


