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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0513/2020 by G.K. (Hungarian) inquiring to establish the 
responsibility of the World Health Organization on COVID-19 pandemic

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls on the Parliament to investigate the responsibility of WHO in 
proliferation of COVID-19 beyond China. The petitioner claims that WHO has not handled 
the epidemic in China responsibly and made erroneous recommendations to the then still 
infection-free countries. According to the petitioner, this irresponsible behaviour endangered 
the lives and future of billions of people. He is inquiring why WHO has not recommended 
any travel restriction to and from China when the large-scale outbreak of the epidemic in 
China occurred.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 27 May 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 12 October 2020

The COVID-19 pandemic is a global crisis, which requires a global response under lead of the 
United Nations system and the World Health Organization (WHO) coordinating the health 
response. The EU, which has observer status at the WHO, supports the WHO in this regard. As 
long as numbers of COVID-19 cases remain high, the main priority for everyone is to save 
lives, and contain and mitigate the pandemic.

In an EU-led resolution on the COVID-19 response adopted by consensus on 19 May 2020 at 
the World Health Assembly1, all WHO member states agreed to initiate, at the earliest 

1 https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA73/A73_R1-en.pdf
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appropriate moment, an impartial, independent and comprehensive evaluation to review lessons 
learnt from the international health response to the coronavirus, notably with the objective of 
strengthening future global health security preparedness.

In detail, the resolution invites a review of the experience gained and lessons learned from the 
WHO-coordinated international health response to COVID-19, including (i) the effectiveness 
of the mechanisms at WHO’s disposal; (ii) the functioning of the International Health 
Regulations (2005) (IHR) and the status of implementation of the relevant recommendations of 
previous IHR review committees; (iii) the WHO’s contribution to United Nations-wide efforts; 
and (iv) the actions of WHO and their timelines pertaining to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
evaluation shall also make recommendations to improve capacity for global pandemic 
prevention, preparedness, and response, including through strengthening, as appropriate, the 
WHO Health Emergencies Programme.

Conclusion 

In line with the objectives of the petition and in follow-up to an EU-led WHO resolution, an 
impartial, independent and comprehensive evaluation of the WHO-coordinated international 
health response will be initiated at the earliest appropriate moment. The Commission will 
closely follow the review.


