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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0563/2020 by Janne Kananen (Finnish) on the simplification of 
the European Citizens’ Initiative

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls for a simplification of the European Citizens’ Initiative along the lines of 
the Citizens’ Initiative to the Municipal Authorities in Finland.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 30 July 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 26 October 2020

A new Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the European citizens’ 
initiative was adopted recently, on 17 April 20191. It started to apply on 1 January 2020. The 
new rules aim to address the difficulties in the implementation of this instrument since it was 
launched in April 2012, by making it more accessible, less burdensome and easier to use for 
organisers and supporters. 

Improvements include, among others:

- more flexibility for organisers to choose the starting date of their collection period and 
therefore better prepare their campaign; 

- the possibility for all EU citizens to support initiatives regardless of where they live, 
with less personal data to be provided;

1 Regulation (EU) 2019/788 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 April 2019 on the European 
citizens' initiative, OJ L 130, 17.5.2019, p. 55–81.
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- the provision free of charge by the Commission to organisers of a central system for 
online collection of signatures, which includes the possibility for citizens to sign using 
e-Identification.

In parallel, the European citizens’ initiative website (https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative/_en) 
has been further improved. It makes the information for citizens and organisers more easily 
accessible and understandable. In addition, the Commission organises regularly events and 
workshops on the European citizens’ initiative to clarify the working of this unique instrument 
that allows citizens to directly participate in the democratic functioning of the Union. Questions 
about the European citizens’ initiative can also be asked on the European citizens’ initiative 
forum (https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative-forum/).

These information technology (IT) tools are reviewed regularly to see how their accessibility 
and user-friendliness can be further improved. In that exercise, the Commission will also 
consider suggestions from citizens and other stakeholders and look at best practices such as the 
improvements made in comparable national, local and regional citizens’ initiatives, including 
those in Finland. The Commission is well aware of the platforms set up in Finland a few years 
ago to support citizens’ initiatives and participation in public life; e.g. ‘Demokratia.fi’, a 
platform for electronic participation combining different services (e.g. citizens’ initiative; 
municipal initiative; youth initiative; etc.), which could be further explored for the future. 

Conclusion

After the recent roll-out of the new IT instruments supporting the European citizens’ 
initiative, the Commission will continue to work on further improving these, also taking into 
account users’ feedback. Following Regulation (EU) 2019/788, the Commission shall conduct 
a review of the functioning of the European citizens’ initiative and present a report to the 
European Parliament and to the Council no later than 1 January 2024. During that review, the 
Commission will also consider practices and lessons learned from comparable national, 
regional or local citizens’ initiatives, including those in Finland, to allow them to feed into 
further improvement and simplification of the European instrument. 
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