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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0057/2020 by D.B. (German) on preventing extinction of bees

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls for protecting the bees by means of planting fruit trees in urban areas, for 
example along the roads and roundabouts. He argues that planting fruit trees and maintaining 
fields with flowers in urban areas will provide food sources for bees and thus prevent their 
deaths.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 30 April 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 9 November 2020

The Commission recognises the importance of bees and other pollinators and considers that the 
main drivers of insect decline are multiple, including land use change, agricultural management 
and pesticide use, climate change, pollution and invasive alien species. For the sake of clarity, 
the Commission wishes to draw attention to the fact that the number of colonies of kept 
honeybeees (Apis mellifera) has been increasing in recent years in the Union, according to 
official data1,2.

Nevertheless, the maintenance and improvement of habitats, ecosystems and landscapes are of 
key importance for the protection of both honeybees and wild bees as well as of other 

1 https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/publication-report-beekeeping-sector-2017-jan-12_en 
2https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/food-farming-
fisheries/animals_and_animal_products/documents/report-implementation-measures-apiculuture-sector_2019-
12-17_en.pdf 
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pollinating or non-pollinating insects.

Recognising the importance of pollinators, the Commission adopted a Communication on the 
EU initiative on pollinators in June 20183. The objectives and actions set out in this initiative 
aim to improve scientific knowledge about insect pollinator decline, tackle its main known 
causes and strengthen collaboration between all the actors concerned. While the focus is on 
wild pollinators, the initiative addresses challenges common to all pollinators. Therefore, it will 
also benefit managed pollinators including honeybees. The Commission will continue to work 
on identifying and promoting best agricultural practices beneficial for pollinators. 

The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) proposals for the period post-2020 also include a 
specific objective on the protection of biodiversity, ecosystem services, habitats and landscapes, 
providing Member States with a large scope to support farmers in the transition to sustainable 
production and for designing actions benefiting bees. Member States will have to demonstrate 
that their Strategic Plan provides an increased environmental ambition.

Furthermore, in the context of the European Green Deal4, the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 
20305 sets concrete EU commitments to address the drivers of pollinator decline. These include 
a 50% reduction of the risk and use of pesticides, an increase of organically farmed areas to 
25% of agricultural land, and the restoration and maintenance of high-biodiversity landscape 
features on 10% of agricultural land by 2030. Some of these targets are also included in the 
Farm to Fork Strategy6 which contains further measures benefitting pollinator populations. 
These commitments and measures will be supported through inter alia the CAP for the period 
2021-20277. 

The Commission would like to highlight that the competence in the area of urban management 
lies with Member States. However, the Commission provides voluntary guidelines in order to 
facilitate actions for pollinator conservation at local level. A guide for pollinator-friendly cities8 
was published recently, targeted at local authorities. Similar guides targeted at citizens and 
businesses are currently in preparation.

Conclusion

The request of the petitioner to plant more varieties of local fruit trees in urban areas and at 
roadsides in Germany is all but a narrow selection of the many potential measures which can 
be, and are already being, undertaken in the Member States by the various authorities, operators 
or non-governmental organisations alike, under their specific local circumstances.

The Commission is determined to continue to support the protection of bees and their habitats 
through the relevant EU policies, initiatives and strategies.

3 COM(2018) 395 final.
4 https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
5 https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/strategy/index_en.htm
6 https://ec.europa.eu/food/farm2fork_en
7 https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/common-agricultural-policy_en
8 Direct link: 
https://wikis.ec.europa.eu/download/attachments/14751048/Local%20Authorities%20Guidance%20-
%20EN.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1590683196839&api=v2
German version available here: https://wikis.ec.europa.eu/display/EUPKH/Get+involved
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