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European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) colour vision regulations

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner draws attention to the differences between EASA class 1 medical regulations 
and other international regulations regarding colour vision requirements. He argues that the 
regulations in question regarding ability to pilot a plane safely are discriminatory. In other 
countries such as New Zealand and the US, pilots must pass a medical test and be able to 
perceive those colours necessary to fly a plane safely. If they meet those requirements, they are 
entitled to an unrestricted Class 1 medical certificate. The petitioner indicates that tests of this 
kind, which are also run by the Australian authority (CASA) are more practical in nature than 
those required under EASA rules and argues that they should be implemented in the EU since 
this would not compromise passenger safety. He objects to current EASA regulations on the 
grounds that they discriminate against EU citizens seeking to become pilots in the EU, as 
opposed to those third-country applicants. The petitioner believes that common worldwide 
colour vision standards would mean greater uniformity and less discrimination.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 30 July 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227 (6).

3. Commission reply, received on 9 November 2020

The Commission’s observations

The requirements for the initial screening of colour vision applicable in the EU and in third 
countries are similar in mandating the use of Ishihara pseudoisochromatic plates. In the EU this 
type of test is required by point MED.B.075(b)(1) of Commission Regulation (EU) No 
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1178/20111 laying down technical requirements and administrative procedures related to civil 
aviation aircrew pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 216/20082 of the European Parliament and of 
the Council. If applicants fail this first test using Ishihara plates, they will need to undergo 
additional colour tests in accordance with points MED.B.075 (b)(2)(i) or MED.B.075 (b)(3)(i) 
to prove they are colour safe. For the additional testing, some differences do exist between the 
requirements of the EU and other major aviation authorities. 

Within the EU, the national aviation authorities (NAA) can choose their own appropriate 
methods for the additional colour test from those listed above. Some NAAs have opted for 
anomaloscope testing, whilst others have implemented the computer based colour assessment 
and diagnosis (CAD) test into their testing practice. 

Whilst the primary test methods in, for example, the United States, Canada, Australia or New 
Zealand are similar to those used in the EU, there is some variation on how the additional tests 
are conducted if the applicant fails the initial test. Depending on the results gained, such 
additional tests may then lead to an unrestricted or a restricted medical being issued, or to the 
refusal to issue a medical certificate altogether.

In all these countries, medical experts acknowledge and recognise the operational and safety 
need for pilots to be colour safe as more than 80 per cent of the information during the flight is 
received through the visual system of the body. Consequently, their testing practises reflect the 
need to achieve certainty of such colour safety. In Europe, airspace is very crowded, air traffic 
is very intense and piloting of the aircraft requires a certain level of medical fitness, especially 
when operating in Instrument Flight Rules conditions, at night or in cloud. These requirements 
are reflected in the testing methods chosen by the medical experts of the European Union.

The petitioner’s statement that currently applicable colour vision tests do not simulate a “real 
case scenario” is not shared. Based on the feedback from Member States, European Aviation 
Safety Authority (EASA) medical experts consider that the tests foreseen under point 
MED.B.075(b) of Commission Regulation (EU) No 1178/2011 adequately assess if the 
applicants meet those medical fitness requirements to ensure the high level of safety in the 
European airspace. European Union Member States, after evaluation of the specificities of the 
operational environment of European airspace, decided to apply the specific approach currently 
laid down in Regulation (EU) No 1178/2011. This approach applies to all persons who would 
like to obtain an EU pilot licence and operate EU registered aircraft and therefore there is no 
discrimination between pilots flying EU registered aircraft. 

Conclusion

Based on available medical expertise, it can be noted that there are no major differences 
between the EU and third-country requirements with regard to testing of colour vision for the 
purpose of medical certification of pilots. Despite differing approaches in different countries, 
the overall outcome is the same in terms of determining whether pilots are colour safe. 
Furthermore, the petitioner’s view that there might be some discrimination between EU and 

1 Commission Regulation (EU) No 1178/2011 of 3 November 2011 laying down technical requirements and 
administrative procedures related to civil aviation aircrew pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 216/2008 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council Text with EEA relevance, OJ L 311, 25.11.2011, p. 1–193.
2 Regulation (EC) No 216/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 February 2008 on common 
rules in the field of civil aviation and establishing a European Aviation Safety Agency, and repealing Council 
Directive 91/670/EEC, Regulation (EC) No 1592/2002 and Directive 2004/36/EC (Text with EEA relevance), OJ 
L 79, 19.3.2008, p. 1–49.
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non-EU pilots is not warranted as the EU approach applies to all pilots who want to be employed 
by EU operators to operate EU registered aircraft.


