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1. Summary of petition

The petitioners calls on the European Parliament to set a maximum speed limit of 130 km/h on 
motorways in all Member States. He claims that such measure would bring reductions in CO2 
emissions and car accidents.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 15 April 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 23 November 2020

The Commission’s observations

The Commission acknowledges that excessive speed is a main factor both in causing crashes 
and in increasing their severity – indeed, speed is estimated to be at the origin of 30% of fatal 
crashes in the EU1. In some circumstances (e.g. poor visibility), the speed at which it is safe to 
drive may in fact be lower than the explicit limit applicable in a particular road section. The 
Commission also acknowledges that higher speed contributes to the level of energy 
consumption, and consequently carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions, from road transport, as well 
as poor air quality.

The EU has not adopted legislation on traffic rules, with the exception of two specific topics: 

1https://ec.europa.eu/transport/road_safety/sites/roadsafety/files/pdf/ersosynthesis2018-
speedspeedmanagement-summary.pdf
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safety belts and tyre tread depth2. Traffic rules are generally a competence of Member States in 
the framework of international conventions, in particular the Vienna Convention on Road 
Traffic of 1968 and the Geneva Convention on Road Traffic of 1949. Speed limits applicable 
on a road network are influenced by many local factors, including geographical and climate 
conditions, level of urbanisation, road design characteristics, road condition and driving culture. 
Often national authorities delegate to regional or local authorities the competence to set specific 
speed limits within a framework defined at national level. 

Currently, all Member States have established a maximum speed limit on motorways, the only 
exception being Germany, where some motorway sections have no speed limit for passenger 
cars, vans and motorcycles, although Germany too advises a top speed of 130km/h on even 
these sections.

The maximum speed limits established by Member States can be consulted via the ‘Going 
Abroad’ webpage3 of the Commission, which provides information also on other traffic rules.

Concerning vehicles, EU type-approval legislation requires that all heavy goods vehicles, buses 
and coaches be fitted with speed limitation devices. These devices are set at a maximum speed 
of 100 km/h for buses and coaches and 90 km/h for heavy goods vehicles.

The recently adopted new EU type-approval legislation4 will require that as from 2024, all 
passenger cars, as well as goods vehicles, buses and coaches be fitted with intelligent speed 
assistance systems, to warn drivers when the speed limit is exceeded.

Conclusion

Taking account of the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality, it is for the authorities of 
Member States to establish speed limits, including a maximum speed limit on motorways.

However, the Commission and Member States regularly exchange experiences on all aspects 
of road safety policy in a European high-level group on road safety, including speed, and 
reflections are currently ongoing to see whether best practices on speed and speed management 
could be shared and promoted through EU level guidance, for example.

2 Council Directive 91/671/EEC of 16 December 1991 on the approximation of the laws of the Member States 
relating to compulsory use of safety belts in vehicles of less than 3,5 tonnes, OJ L 373, 31.12.1991, p. 26–28.
3 http://ec.europa.eu/transport/road_safety/going_abroad/index_en.htm
4 Regulation (EU) 2019/2144 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 November 2019 on type-
approval requirements for motor vehicles and their trailers, and systems, components and separate technical units 
intended for such vehicles, as regards their general safety and the protection of vehicle occupants and vulnerable 
road users, OJ L 325, 16.12.2019, p. 1–40.
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