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Subject: Petition No 0050/2020 by B.R. (German) on animal protection

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is calling for banning the imports of wild reptiles, birds and mammals into the 
EU. She also calls for castration obligation for cats and dogs in the EU. The petitioner argues 
that the animals are often abandoned resulting in overcrowded animal shelters.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 29 April 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 23 November 2020

It appears from the context that the measures called for by the petitioner would apply to live 
animals from certain taxonomic groups when they are imported with the purpose to sell them 
on the Union market to become pets. Some of the species in question are covered by EU 
legislation to implement the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES), to which the EU as well as its Member States are signatories. The 
objective of CITES is to protect endangered species against over-exploitation from international 
trade. Only species that are endangered in the wild or risk becoming endangered, due to 
international trade, qualify for listing under CITES and inclusion in the EU wildlife trade 
regulations.

The lists of species covered by the Convention are regularly reviewed and updated in the light 
of available evidence on their conservation status and trade levels. CITES covers several species 
of reptiles, birds and mammals, some of which are also traded internationally. For species 
already threatened with extinction, international trade – including imports into the EU – is 
generally prohibited under CITES and corresponding EU legislation. For the majority of species 
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covered, international trade is not prohibited but strictly regulated. Exporters need to 
demonstrate that the animals in question were taken legally from the wild, and that the level of 
trade does not impact negatively on the conservation status of the species. Importers need to 
demonstrate that they can provide adequate housing conditions for live animals, and must 
inform potential buyers about specific housing requirements. 

Conclusion

The Commission therefore is not considering a prohibition on imports of live wild animals in 
general or of certain species to be sold to become pets. Trade in endangered species is already 
regulated at international and EU level, with trade in the most threatened species generally 
prohibited.

The Commission is currently exploring options for improving the rules on marking and 
registration of certain groups of animals (in particular CITES-listed species of mammals and 
birds) kept within the EU, with the aim of preventing illegal commercial activities and reducing 
public health risks. Improved rules on marking and registration could have an indirect positive 
effect also with regard to the illegal practice of releasing animals into the wild.


