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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 394/2020 by A.B. (German) on EU policy vis-à-vis Taiwan and 
China

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner criticises the EU’s policy towards Taiwan and China. In the EU and Member 
States, such as Germany, the one-China policy is still pursued, despite the constant violation of 
human rights and thousands of executions in the People’s Republic. In contrast to this, Taiwan 
is still not recognised as a state governed by the rule of law, although it meets all the EU’s 
democratic criteria, with the exception of the death penalty, which is rarely carried out. He 
therefore calls for full diplomatic relations established with Taiwan, noting that the human 
rights situation in China needs to be examined critically. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 13 July 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227 (6).

3. Commission reply, received on 23 November 2020

The petition

The petition refers to the EU’s policy towards China and Taiwan. It questions the adherence of 
the EU to its ‘One China’ policy in light of Taiwan’s status as a rule of law governed, multi-
party democracy contrasting with the deterioration of the human rights situation in China. 

The Commission’s observations

The petitioner demands that the EU urges all Member States to introduce full diplomatic 
relations with Taiwan. 
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As stated in the EU Strategy on China of July 20161, the European Union confirms its 
commitment to its ‘One China’ policy and to the development of its relations with Taiwan. The 
EU values its cooperation with Taiwan as a like-minded partner, supporting the shared values 
underpinning its system of governance, such as democracy, human rights and the rule of law. 
The EU cooperation and dialogue with Taiwan covers a broad range of issues, notably trade 
and economic issues, human rights, environmental issues, renewable energy and innovation, 
and labour issues. The EU is committed to continue developing exchanges on issues where our 
interests and values converge. 

The EU also supports practical solutions regarding Taiwan’s meaningful participation in 
international fora, including the World Health Organization (WHO), wherever this is consistent 
with the EU’s ‘One China’ policy and the EU’s policy objectives and interests. The coronavirus 
outbreak is a clear case where Taiwan’s experience, technical competence and capacities bring 
an added value. 

The petitioner argues that the EU should put an end to EU-wide travel bans on elected 
Taiwanese politicians and open liaison offices in Taipei and Brussels. Since 2003, the European 
Economic and Trade Office has been representing the interests of the EU in Taipei. Besides, 
since 1976, a Taiwan Representative Office has been operating in Brussels. Travel bans 
targeting Taiwanese citizens are not in place. 

The petitioner asks the EU to ban all Chinese politicians involved with human rights abuses 
from entering the EU and to publish an annual report on the human rights situation in China. 
The EU is indeed very concerned about the deterioration of the human rights situation in China, 
which is being closely monitored. 

The EU and its Member States have repeatedly expressed their concerns at the bilateral and 
multilateral level. Most recently, at the 22nd EU-China Summit (22 June 2020), the President 
of the Commission and the President of the Council expressed the EU’s concerns regarding the 
human rights situation in China to the Chinese leadership. Furthermore, the annual EU-China 
Human Rights Dialogue is a platform to convey to the Chinese authorities the EU’s concerns 
regarding a wide range of human rights abuses. This dialogue is an occasion to publish a press 
release including specific cases and situations.

Conclusion

The petitioner provided valid concerns regarding the deterioration of the human rights situation 
in China and the need to further develop relations with Taiwan. Nonetheless, there is a lack of 
evidence regarding the necessity to re-evaluate the EU’s commitment to its ‘One China’ policy. 
The EU will continue monitoring the human rights situation in China and continue its 
cooperation with Taiwan.

1 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/07/18/fac-china-conclusions/
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