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Subject: Petition No 0487/2020 by Brîndușe Oana (Romanian) on stopping a landfill 
project in Lăpușel, Romania

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner opposes the construction of a landfill near the village of Lăpușel, Romania, 
arguing that it would pollute the environment and endanger the health of the local residents. 
She claims that a significant investment was made in a landfill project in the nearby village of 
Sârbi, Fărcașa commune, and suggests that the region would be better served if this latter project 
were finished, instead of starting a new one near her village. The petitioner also points out that 
the Lăpușel landfill project had been previously stopped after opposition by the local 
population, but that it was intentionally re-started during the COVID-19 lockdown, when 
people could not protest against it.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 27 July 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227 (6).

3. Commission reply, received on 23 November 2020

The Commission’s observations

It is for Member States’ competent authorites to decide the most appropriate waste management 
options at regional and local levels in line with the waste hierarchy as set out in Article 4 of 
Directive 2008/98/EC1 on waste. These choices need to be reflected in the local and/or regional 
waste management plans accordingly in line with Article 28 of the Directive. Safe disposal of 

1 Directive 2008/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 November 2008 on waste and 
repealing certain Directives (Text with EEA relevance), OJ L 312, 22.11.2008, p. 3–30.
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non-recoverable waste is allowed under the waste legislation (Article 12 of the Directive) when 
the protection of human health and the environment is guaranteed (Article 13 of the Directive). 

Romania is under the obligation under EU law to close down substandard landfill sites. Where 
shortage of disposal capacity is identified, new compliant sites need to be built. Such sites must 
be in full compliance with Council Directive 1999/31/EC2 on the landfill of waste. This 
Directive lays down technical standards and procedures for the landfill of waste in order to 
prevent or reduce as far as possible the negative effects on the environment and preserve the 
quality of the environment. The Directive lays down criteria for the choice of the location for 
the landfill site - however no specific distance limits to, for example, residential areas is laid 
down -, establishes a specific permit procedure and sets out requirements for the monitoring 
and control of the site. 

Under Directive 2011/92/EU3 on the assessments of the effects of certain public and private 
projects on the environment (the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive), Member 
States shall ensure that, before development consent is given, projects likely to have significant 
effects on the environment by virtue, inter alia, of their nature, size or location are made subject 
to an assessment of the environmental effects. These projects are defined in Article 4 which 
refers to Annex I and II of the Directive. For Annex I projects a mandatory environmental 
impact assessment (including consultations with the public) has to be carried out. For Annex II 
projects, Member States have to determine, either through a case by case examination or 
according to thresholds or criteria, whether the project is to be made subject to an assessment 
because of its likely significant effects on the environment. However, from the information 
provided by the petitioner it is not clear in which of the Annexes the project falls into and if the 
EIA Directive’s obligations have been breached. 

Conclusion

Based on the information provided by the petitioner, the Commission cannot identify a violation 
of the EU waste legislation. The national/regional administrative and/or judicial bodies in 
charge of the implementation of the waste legislation are primarily responsible for verifying the 
non-compliance situation and provide the appropriate means to address the matter. 

2 Council Directive 1999/31/EC of 26 April 1999 on the landfill of waste, OJ L 182, 16.7.1999, p. 1–19.
3 Directive 2011/92/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2011 on the assessment 
of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment Text with EEA relevance, OJ L 26, 
28.1.2012, p. 1–21.


