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Subject: Petition No 0707/2020 by Cristina Rosselli (Italian) on on the impact of 
COVID-19 on the right to participate in the public competition for the 
selection of teaching staff in Italy

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains about the impact of the COVID-19 emergency measures on the 
regular functioning of universities in Italy. As a result of these measures, a number of students 
were prevented from graduating within the required deadline to be able to enrol for the public 
competition for the selection of teaching staff, which was announced on 21 April 2020. In 
particular, the petitioner refers to the difficulties faced by many students to take exams online. 
She also denounces the reduction of university services and the postponement of many 
graduation dates to forthcoming months. In conclusion, the petitioner asks to be allowed to 
take part in the above-mentioned public completion.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 14 July 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 23 November 2020

The Commission has made clear from the outset that the response to the pandemic must fully 
respect the fundamental principles and values as set out in the Treaties. Emergency measures 
must be limited to what is necessary, strictly proportionate, clearly restricted in time, and in line 
with constitutionally enshrined safeguards, as well as European and international standards. 
Moreover, governments must make sure that such measures are subject to regular scrutiny. The 
Commission has been proactively monitoring the emergency measures taken in all Member 
States, including Italy, and their impact, in particular on the rule of law, on fundamental rights, 
and on Union law.
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The Commission is aware of the significant effect the COVID-19 crisis has had on higher 
education students across the Union. Due to these unexpected and extreme circumstances, 
higher education institutions have had to rapidly transition to full digital learning solutions in 
order to protect the health of their staff and students. In some cases, this has led to graduation 
procedures being adjusted, leading to knock-on effects such as those outlined in the petition.

The Commission has conducted a survey on the impact of COVID-19 on the European 
Universities initiative and the petitioner may wish to consult its main findings: 
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/resources/documents/coronavirus-european-
universities-initiative-impact-survey-results_it 

The Commission is, however, unable to provide concrete assistance in this instance. The Union 
does not have any supervisory powers over the Member States or their higher education 
institutions with respect to the organisation of their education systems, exam procedures and 
the support they provide for university students. According to the Treaty on the Functioning of 
the European Union, the Union shall fully respect the responsibility of the Member States in 
these areas and action by the Union is limited to encouraging cooperation between Member 
States and, if necessary, supporting and supplementing their action.

Conclusion

Based on the elements provided in the petition, and in the absence of Union competence in the 
matter, the Commission is not in a position to further pursue this issue.

The Commission will continue monitoring developments in all Member States until all 
emergency measures are lifted.
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