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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0520/2020 by Elise Fleury (French) on a request to close wet 
markets

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is concerned in light of the health crisis caused by COVID-19, which might 
have found its origin, according to numerous researchers, on a ‘wet market’ in Wuhan 
(China). The petitioner describes wet markets as open-air slaughterhouses, trading in animals 
under disgusting circumstances. She refers to GAIA´s new campaign calling for closure of 
‘wet markets’ around the world. In addition, she calls for the Parliament to act on global trade 
in wild-caught animals and she asks for curtailment of distant animal transport. The petitioner 
calls the European Parliament to close wet markets, with the aim to protect public health and 
promote animal welfare.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 June 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 8 December 2020

According to the information available at this stage, China closed many of the so-called wet 
markets (i.e. Wuhan and surrounding areas and Beijing), and took measures to ban certain forms 
of trade in wild animals. 

The Commission welcomes the measures taken to prevent the possible spread of zoonotic 
diseases. The Commission also welcomes the allocation by the Chinese central government of 
more than 10 billion yuan (ca. €1.3 billion) this year to improve the living environment in rural 
areas, to promote public health as well as the prevention and control of epidemics. 
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The Commission encourages better regulation, supervision and enforcement of domestic trade 
in wild animals, but the decision to close any particular markets belongs to the country 
concerned.

Wild animals legally imported into the EU do not pose a threat to public health, animal health 
and food safety in the EU. In addition, it is worth indicating that animal and public health 
relevant imports into the EU of live animals and products of animal origin from China are very 
limited due to the presence in that country of various infectious animal diseases.

Already since before the COVID-19 outbreak, the EU has been working, in the context of a 
bilateral project, with organisations in China, to reduce demand for illegally traded wildlife 
products. The new EU Biodiversity Strategy for 20301 confirms the commitment to step up the 
fight against illegal wildlife trade.

Conclusion 

The Commission will continue to cooperate intensively with the World Health Organization 
and other partners, including China, in sharing scientific information on the source and spread 
of COVID-19 and best practices for its control. 

The Commission will also continue to closely monitor the situation and raise the matters 
indicated by the petitioner with China during bilateral negotiations, whilst recalling that the 
decision to close any particular markets belongs to the country concerned.

1https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/actions-being-taken-eu/eu-
biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
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