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Subject: Petition No 0818/2020 by Daniel Hans Jan Hinkelmann (German) regarding 
the introduction of a moratorium on the manufacture of new products

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls for a moratorium on the manufacture of goods containing natural raw 
materials in order to protect resources. Manufacturers established within the EU should not 
produce successor models of existing products for a number of years and goods made by 
manufacturers established outside the EU should not be allowed to be imported into the EU for 
a certain period of time, in particular, products from China and use components that are 
environmentally damaging.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 6 November 2020. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 21 December 2020

The Commission acknowledges that even though there is only one planet Earth, yet by 2050, 
the world will be consuming as if there were three1. The European Green Deal2 is the EU’s 
response to this challenge; a new growth strategy that aims to transform the EU into a climate-
neutral and circular economy.

The Commission does not consider a moratorium on the manufacture of goods containing 
natural raw materials would be an appropriate response to protect natural resources. This 
strategy would reduce economic growth and EU long-term competitiveness, while increasing 

1 https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-consumption-production/
2 COM(2019) 640 final.
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unemployment and decreasing our standard of living. 

Instead, the European Green Deal is a concerted strategy aiming to decouple economic growth 
from resource use, while ensuring the long-term competitiveness of the EU and leaving no-one 
behind.

The Circular Economy Action Plan3 provides the policy framework that will ensure the 
manufacture of sustainable products while reducing waste. In 2021, the Commission will 
propose a sustainable product policy legislative initiative, making the Ecodesign framework 
applicable to the broadest possible range of products and make it deliver on circularity.

In 2021 the Commission will propose a ‘Circular Electronics Initiative’, which will promote 
regulatory measures for electronics and information and communication technology (ICT) 
including mobile phones, tablets and laptops under the Ecodesign Directive so that devices are 
designed for energy efficiency and durability, reparability, upgradability, maintenance, reuse 
and recycling.

The Critical Raw Materials Communication4 identifies circularity and recycling of raw 
materials from low-carbon technologies as an integral part of the transition to a climate-neutral 
economy. The Critical Raw Materials Action Plan includes research and innovation in 2021 on 
waste processing, advanced materials and substitution, as well as mapping the potential supply 
of secondary critical raw materials from EU stocks and wastes. 

The new EU Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability5 encourages a shift to ‘safe-by-design 
chemicals’ through the progressive substitution of hazardous substances to better protect 
citizens and the environment. It includes a zero tolerance approach to non-compliance. All 
chemicals, materials and products produced in the EU or placed on the European market must 
fully comply with EU information, safety and environmental requirements.

Conclusion

The Commission suggests the petitioner closely follow and participate in the implementation 
of the European Green Deal. In the first quarter of 2021, the petitioner could participate in the 
public consultation for a sustainable product policy legislative initiative.

3 COM(2020) 98 final.
4 COM(2020) 474 final.
5 COM(2020) 667 final.


