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Subject: Petition No 0126/2020 by L.K. (Latvian) on health risks due to pollution from 
a wood pellet factory

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner denounces the health risks and poor living conditions in the vicinity of a wood 
pellet factory built in 2010, namely noise levels up to 85 db, vibration, dust, smells and 
pungent smoke. The petitioner claims that both the local and the national authorities, in reply 
to complaints, have denied any breach of EU law.
The matter is now pending before the national courts.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 16 July 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 18 January 2021

Directive 2010/75/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 November 2010 on 
industrial emissions (integrated pollution prevention and control)1 applies to activities listed in 
its Annex I. However, the production of wood pellets is not listed among the activities that are 
covered by Annex I of Directive 2010/75/EU. Therefore, having regard to the very limited 
information provided by the petitioner, it does not appear that the wood pellet factory activities 
would fall within the scope of Directive 2010/75/EU.

Concerning the noise emissions of the wood pellet factory, at European level, Directive 

1 Directive 2010/75/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 November 2010 on industrial 
emissions (integrated pollution prevention and control) Text with EEA relevance, OJ L 334, 17.12.2010, p. 17–
119.
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2002/49/EC relating to the assessment and management of environmental noise2, requires noise 
mapping of industrial sites only if they affect agglomerations of more than 100,000 inhabitants. 
However, the town of Rezekne, is not part of any such agglomeration and, therefore, is excluded 
from the scope of application of Directive 2002/49/EC.

Having regard to the above, the information provided is insufficient to indicate any breach of 
EU law.

Conclusion 

The Commission considers that the problem raised in the petition should be addressed at 
national level. According to the repartition of competences set out by the Treaties, the 
authorities of Member States are responsible for the implementation of Union law on their 
territory. The Commission notes that the subject is already pending before national judges who 
have full competence and procedural means to ensure the correct implementation of Union law.

2 Directive 2002/49/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 June 2002 relating to the assessment 
and management of environmental noise - Declaration by the Commission in the Conciliation Committee on the 
Directive relating to the assessment and management of environmental noise, OJ L 189, 18.7.2002, p. 12–25.


